A is for Absolute:

The Absolute was the ultimate reality according to the system of the German philosopher Hegel.  Hegel continued a tradition, begun more than two thousand years ago by Greek philosophers like Plato, of using speculation to determine the ultimate nature of things.

Deductive reasoning will only allow you to deduce the proper relationship of the things you already know.  Knowledge of new things requires the linkage of deductive reasoning to some kind of inductive hypothesis formation.  There are basically four kinds of induction symbolized by Earth, Air, Fire, and Water.

Induction of the Earth type is tied to evidence and involves objective and measurable things of the sort studied by science.  The other three forms of induction involve the immeasurable and the subjective.  They extend our ideas from the finite realm of proof to the infinite realm of unproven possibility.

Air is metaphysical and involves speculations about the ideal, what Plato called “The Form of the Good.”  Fire is artistic and involves the exploration of the novel and the revolutionary.  Water is sentimental and involves fiction, drama, and romance.  Between them lie the wild infinite, the aboriginal myths of dreamtime and the gods.

Our science based Western approach to the induction and deduction dance is quite on target with the finite.

B is for Becoming:

Science is a great set of techniques for exploring the public and particulate worlds of the finite and the statistical.  It is worthless for exploring the infinite and infinitesimal, the subjective, the possible, the novel, the immeasurable depths of becoming that provide the wild ground in which the finite figures known to science emerge.

The Hindu “Darsanas,” the speculations of the Jains, the sutras of the Buddhists, Greek myth, Christian theology are all about the magic of the possible.  The exploration of the possible requires techniques that are the exact opposite of those required for the inductive and deductive efforts used by science.  

Science needs confirmation, experimental proof, accurate description.  The exploration of the possible needs soaring imagination, creativity, speculation and conjecture, vision and dreams.  Scientific truth is broken into local particles and space-time systems.  The speculative magic is an unbroken dance of pure becoming.  Its high gods are Yahweh (I become what I become), dancing Shiva, and the Yin-Yang Tao that generates the I Ching (Book of Changes from the Confucian canon).

It is my belief that Plato was correct in his vision of a “Form of the Good” that lights the way for all other patterns.  It was my desire to capture this paradigm that could unite the untamed becoming of dreamtime with the tame becoming known to science.

C is for Cube:

I visualized a magical tetrahedron that converted itself to a cube and then to an octahedron and then combined the cube and octahedron in the form of a buried cube-pyramid that would emerge from the sands of time and becoming like the great pyramids of Egypt.  The six sides of this cube would represent three axial oppositions of thesis to antithesis brought together in a cubic synthesis: infinitesimal or private or singular to normal or public or group, finite or part or many to infinite or whole or one, flux or fluid or energy to fixed or law or rule.

The center of this cube would represent the lowest level of organization.  Gradually this cube would spread outward as it moved from quantum to proton to atom to molecule to cell to organism to tribe to civilization to industry to electronics to computers to robots to androids, to demons, to gods, to high gods that could begin the cycle all over with the generation of a new cube.

