A is for Assumptions:

The visible world is defined by quantum mechanics, relativity, information/complexity theory, and thermodynamics. Questions about human consciousness are often the result of category mistakes (see Gilbert Ryle, Dilemmas) that confound areas that should be defined by separate philosophical boundaries.  We confound questions of human consciousness and questions of subjectivity.

Human brains and human language are necessary for the appearance of human consciousness.  We assume that our scientific descriptions of the world are sufficient to define reality.  We make the unjustified assumption that there is nothing else to existence besides what science is able to measure.  This is too simple.  It is about giving power to the technocrats that are responsible for our scientific parsimony.

The world of science is the world of compound time and space.  It emerges from the unseen world of simple time.  The universe (a space-time relativity complex) and quantum mechanics define the upper and lower limits of this compound realm.  Nothing can enter it that has not already complexed with pure subjectivity in the form of the singular, primal, now.  The presence of a connection to one of the infinity of these infinitesimal non-dimensionals is necessary to generate the quantum events from which the objective world is formed. Because we assume that only the objective world is primary, we confound the subjectivity issue with the human issue.

B is for Brain:

It takes a human brain to generate human consciousness.  The human brain is necessary, not sufficient.   Subjective nowness is the infinitesimal primary that begins all things.  Subjective nowness is drawn out into one dimensional time threads as it enters into three dimensional form to obtain the pleasure to be derived from attachment to that form.  This is the cause of all objective events, including those involving the human brain.  The human brain does not cause the subjective aspect of consciousness; it provides an instrument through which human levels of consciousness can obtain the language connections necessary to generate human levels of awareness.  The humanness and the subjectivity aspect are quite separate considerations and arise from quite different aspects of the larger parameters of being and becoming.

The compound space that is observed by the brain emerges from hidden simple time.  That hidden simple time is the primary beginning of all complex and measurable things.  It is pure subjectivity that is the source of all objective measurable event complexes.  The brain and its processes belong to the realm of measurable event complexes.  When we wish to measure consciousness, we must measure aspects of this visible world.  But, just because we cannot measure something does not mean it is not an important part of the larger system that generates reality.  To every figure there is a ground.  To every measurable result there is an unseen beginning.  This unseen is the opposite of the measurable: immortal, unbroken, creative, free, etc.

C is for Consciousness:

Since the objective aspects of consciousness are tied to the human brain and the human language community, consciousness is not an effective means of discovering the deep primitive eternal self.  To find this root, one must dive deep below the objective world into the world of private non-being, into what the Buddhists call “gone utterly beyond’ or “Nirvana.”  This is the realm of the subjective, of the infinite and the infinitesimal, of ultimate time in its utter simplicity and ultimate space in its utterly extended complexity.

This is why the Jains and Buddhists make a great distinction between the self-generated by brain-based aspects of consciousness, the “ego,” and the Buddha, the sattva guna soul within.  Consciousness, emerging from the brain, comes out of an object (the brain) and focuses on objects (sense experience).  The immortal self attaches to the ego without being transformed by the ego.  It is not events of consciousness that reveal this sattva guna self.  It is the larger pattern (dharma) of things, the astrological order that reveals the hidden structure of the soul.

There is structure at this simple level because information is weightless.  Evolution in the timeless allows the emergence of the infinitely complex, allows improbable order to become probable.  The soul concentrates this improbability, focuses it on the singular newness of the subjective now.  The attachment of the now to the objective (its astrological fate) reveals the order of the hidden soul.

D is for Dharma:

There is a hidden system, a dharma order that has evolved at the infinitesimal roots and the infinite extents of being.  That larger pattern rules the objective world that is its reflection.  This is true of both emotional energy and the objective form to which the subjective attaches.  They both perfectly reflect the endless history of the subjective primary.  This primary generates an event’s internal now.  This eternal now extends the primitive time dimension that kicks the quantum events involved out of the possible into the objective and actual.

The emotional aspect of this order is reflected in the astrology with which it is associated.  Planets with perfect orbits tend to associate with pleasant emotionality.  Those with imperfect orbits, orbits out of the plane of the elliptic, those with tilts to their axis, those away from the Sun’s light, these represent the more tilted, more irregular, the darker emotions.  Thus, regular, sunny, untilted Venus is the planet of love.  Irregular, tilted, darker Mars and Saturn are associated with anger and fear.

Big untilted Jupiter, with a relative regular orbit, represents joy.  Saturn is its neighbor.  But, Saturn has a more irregular orbit; one that is more tilted.  Saturn is further into the darkness.  Thus, Saturn is associated with more negative things such as sadness and fear.

Uranus is so tilted that it is on its side.  Thus, Uranus represents the unusual, the novel, the eccentric, the individual.   Neptune, dark and tilted, represents deception.

E is for Emotion:

The gravitational pull of a planet symbolizes emotional strength.  Heavy Jupiter seems to pull us toward joy and Saturn toward sorrow.  The tidal influences of the Moon and Sun seem to symbolize unconscious emotion and conscious interest.

Mind is result of complex information processing, is form dwelt in from within.  The patterns traced in the smaller planets symbolize the structures through which gravitational energy fields are focused and distributed.  Tiny Mercury tells us little about passion and much about the communication between the emotional systems symbolized by the larger planets.  Mars and Venus are close to Earth and symbolize the earthy emotions of hate and love.  Mercury and Jupiter are further away and symbolize the more neutral, the less erotic varieties of love (such as altruism, friendship, etc.).

Mercury is close to the solar light and symbolizes rational communication.  Pluto is tiny, but the only body of much weight in the dark areas of the solar system through which it moves.  It symbolizes titanic unconscious forces surfacing for a moment out of the darkness in some objective event (emerging out of unseen causes and with unseen significance).  It can symbolize death and rebirth.  Hence, though tiny and with little gravitational effect in itself, it helps us see into the astrological obscurity that lies at the unseen roots of the visible world.  It provides tiny glimpses of the astrological order that rules the unknown.

F is for Forms:

Plato described a reality ruled by the “Form of the Good.”  Plotinus elaborated on that notion with his trinity of The One, the Nous (information systems), and the soul.  The hidden realm of the dharma that orders the visible has evolved through endless time, as the result of the activity of an infinity of infinitesimal souls, concentrating information in the infinitesimal in their competition to gain power over the visible and the invisible world.

There is an invisible natural selection among these souls, resulting in the evolution of hidden systems and hierarchies of systems, the emergence of various orders that govern the hidden transcendentally large and small that is the true source, the true ruler of the our visible world.

Souls that compete for power over the world develop the ability to send out arrows of subjective time into the objective, knocking quantum potentials into actuals and thereby determining the pattern that random motion will take, placing their own personal stamp on the natural chaos of the world.  These souls gradually generate a purgatory, and eventually little hells, for themselves as they pursue a selfish schedule focused on their greed for power and pleasure in the finite.  They become so fixed on the world that they are over balanced toward the world.  They cease to be aware of their own eternal beginnings.  They delude themselves into believing that they are nothing but the matter (tamas guna) and the motion (rajas guna) to which they are attached.

G is for Good:

In contrast, souls that seek the Form of the Good, the ruling form, the ruling information systems, the dharma that orders all things for harmony and justice, these souls seek the sattva guna.  They seek purity of mind, detachment, the Christ, the Buddha state of mind.  These are souls that substitute altruism and compassion for greed and lust.  These souls are drawn to the larger whole and to a state of mind that liberates them from attachment to the lusts and greed of the world, to embodied states that can only bring strife and suffering.

Such higher orders tend to be symbolized by the regular orbits and untilted axis found with Jupiter and Venus.  Connections to the Sun, and the Sun’s messenger: Mercury, are indicators of higher orders of this sort.  The perfect orbit of Neptune can be such an indicator, but its tilt indicates the possibility of deception, false idealism, where it is present.  Only when Neptune participates in a trine (or sextile) and is supported by planets like Venus, can Neptune be trusted.

The smaller planets tend to reveal the formal, the mental, the information systems aspects of the astrological order.  The larger planets reveal the emotional weight, the power, the quantity of energy that is invested in an astrological order.  A trine between Jupiter and the Sun may indicate a tremendous investment of positive energy that will transform a square between Pluto and Mercury, or Mercury and Mars, into something much luckier and more positive.

H is for Heliocentric:

There are Sun centered astrological systems called “Heliocentric” and Earth centered systems called “Geocentric.”  Each day, of changing aspects between the Sun and the Earth and other planets, after the day of birth, seems to reveal the events of an additional year of life.  Systems based on this are called “progressions.”  Progressions in Heliocentric astrology tend to reveal the development of investments of energy in new things and progressions in Geocentric tend to reveal the development of energy expressions.  There is a tendency for energy to move into things on a Heliocentric aspect and out of things on a Geocentric aspect.

Heliocentric and Geocentric astrology complement each other and a full astrology cannot be properly cast without consideration of both.  Geocentric astrology is not complete unless both fixed and movable signs are considered, as well as the movement and placement of the Moon’s nodes.  Thus, both Western and Vedic astrological charts should be cast.  Other considerations such as astrogeography, Draconic astrology, Arabic Parts, composite charts, eclipses, fixed stars, deep space, etc., must also be looked at.

The hidden order that astrology reflects is endlessly rich.  There cannot be a science of astrology because this endless order can never be fully traced in the finite world.  It will always be something unknown, unknowable at its deepest roots.  Attempts to measure it will always fail.

I is for Insectivore:

The progression of the planets symbolizes polarities in the development of the nervous system.  The Sun tends to stand for the senses and the Earth for the autonomic muscles.  The Sun represents a radial order like the primitive starfish.  The Earth and Moon represent the development of a linear order drawing the energy of the Sun into primitive motion, like that of a worm.

The Moon symbolizes a lower order (autonomic, tidal), rhythmic motions, the autonomic nerves controlled by the spinal cord and medulla.  In animal evolution, this is the primitive tunicate, or sea squirt stage.   The Sun, as the complement to the Moon, represents awakened states like those controlled by the reticulate system in the brain stem.  In animal evolution, this would be the fish. Venus tends to represent the restful state, the parasympathetic state of the autonomic nervous system, and Mars the excited sympathetic opposite.  In animal evolution, the first would be the amphibian and the later the reptile.

The outer planets tend to symbolize the next evolutionary series.  Pluto tends to stand for the striated bodies and basal ganglia, important in the instinctive behavior of birds.  Neptune tends to stand for the limbic lobe based emotional mechanisms characteristic of primitive mammals.  Uranus tends to stand for the hippocampus and primitive right hemisphere mechanisms that characterize the behavior of early placentals, such as the insectivores.  Saturn tends to stand for primitive frontal lobe functions (fear, caution).

J is for Jupiter:

Jupiter tends to stand for frontal lobe functions associated with planning for action.  If caution is more important in for a mammal such as a deer or a rabbit, planning becomes more important in primates such as monkeys and apes.  The verbal functions, associated with humans, belong to the verbal areas in the left hemisphere of the cerebrum.  These are the domain of Mercury.

A second planetary sequence begins in the posterior of the left cerebrum. This area is also ruled by the Sun.  Next to it are verbal centers in the temporal area. These are ruled by Mercury.  Next is the sense of touch center, the parietal area, ruled by Venus.  Across the central sulcus is the motor area, ruled by Mars.  Next to this are the planning areas of the frontal lobe, ruled by Jupiter.  The memory and caution processing areas of the lower frontal lobe are ruled by Saturn.

The right hemisphere includes a personal self defining parietal area ruled by Uranus, a temporal area ruled by the mystical rays of Neptune, and lower brain areas ruled by Pluto.

Jupiter and Saturn are a planetary pair symbolizing the go and stop switches in the frontal lobes of the brain.  Venus and Mars are a planetary pair symbolizing the slow and fast switches in the hypothalamus of the lower brain.  The Sun and Moon are a pair that symbolize the voluntary to autonomic, sleep to wakefulness switches in the brain stem.

K is for Karma:

The infinitesimal subjective nows, what Leibnitz calls the “monads,” endlessly spin out new threads of time.  These local time threads collect together into the relativistic time of the finite world and into the superspace systems of the infinite whole.  The system generated by a particular monad is its “karma.”  The interaction of this karma with the system of the larger whole is “dharma.”  This interaction is the source of the cycles of birth and death and the astrological order of the finite world.  This astrological order generates a perfect reflection of the karma that sets it in motion.

It is the conserved information concentrated in the time systems created by the jiva/monad/soul that builds this karma.  The world the jiva is reborn in, reattached to, is a perfect match to this concentrated information.  Thus, the soul experiences the reflections of its previous lives in everything about its attachment to the world.  Its objective experience reflects its hidden subjective resources.

There is no science to this because each monad soul is its own utterly unique time system.  Each soul provides its own utterly unique reinterpretation of eternal time.  The relativistic time of the world is a secondary result of the temporary convergence of groups of these temporal primaries.  But, the primary source of these can only be known from within itself.  Each generates its metaphysics.  Thus, the Buddhist can say there is no self.  A self has a public reality.   The Buddha truth is utterly gone beyond.

L is for Leibnitz:

Only a few minor changes need be made in the monadology of Leibnitz to make it explain the ultimate order of things.  Where Leibnitz speaks of substance, read instead pure subjective primal nowness, primal time, primal infinitesimalness, primal creativity, primal existential inexistence.

Make spirits and souls one and the same.  Do not give a special status to the spirits, souls, associated with the human brain.  Find some kind of spirit, soul associated with all quantum events, calling them into existence out of quantum potential.  

Make God into the transcendent system that includes that quantum potential.  The city of God is the congregation of these monads drawn together into this larger whole.  Take away the special status that Liebnitz gives to God within the current now time of the jiva-monad and project that status into the ultimate past-future.  Thus, God is the ultimate future of all monads in the sense described by Wolfhart Pannenberg in his theology.

Alter this whole system of Liebnitz more in the direction of Plotinus and Neoplatonism.  The city of God is The One.  The monads are the souls.  The “nous” (dharma order) is the ultimate development of the mathematical, the information system, the complexity theory potential of this supersystem.  As Hinduism, Buddhism, Neoplatonism do, give more emphasis to this dharma and less to God.

M is for Mind:

For the fuzzy notion of divine mind, or nous, substitute the notion of weightless information system generating complexity out of simplicity, according to mathematical principles, using cybernetic processes.  Consider the possibility of these systems operating in the invisible as well as the visible, in the infinite whole and the infinitesimal primary as well as in the finite part.

Primary time, the subjective now, sets the system in motion, provides the initial karma, which generates the world of secondary reflections and derived order.  This karma is reflected in the larger “nous,” the larger information system of systems.  It sets information potential in motion.  It sets the wheel of dharma in motion.  The result is reflected in the finite world, kicks quantum potential into quantum actual.

This is the old “New Thought” (Ernest Holmes, Science of Mind) trinity of spirit, law, and body.  God is simply the larger whole to which any particular sequence of spirit, law, and body belongs.  In terms of Bernard Rensch’s three kinds of laws, see the University of Chicago Darwinian Centennial, we have laws of parallelisms (the soul/spirit), laws of coherence (dharma, nous, divine law, information), and laws of correspondence (the physical world of quanta, atoms, cells, etc, the “body”).  The ultimate system is the polarity between the soul and the world, information and energy, the body as the particular and Leibnitz”s city of the divine whole.

N is for Neoplatonic:

This Neoplatonic order is simply the polar opposite of the emergent order that is derived from it.  Nous, dharma, information systems order, is the polar opposite of the thermodynamics of energy.  The infinitesimal soul is the polar opposite in eternal simple time of the derived complexes that characterize public relativity and public space-time.  The One is the collection of quantum event potentials, the supersystem that is the polar opposite of the particular quantum events that generate the broken finite world of particles, atoms, and cells.

In a similar fashion, the Hegelian dialectic is the synthetic antithesis, the polar opposite of the mind (analytic) trinity of spirit, law, and body.  Public thesis is the polar opposite of the private spirit.  Changing antithesis is the polar opposite of fixed law.  The grand synthesis of the whole is the polar opposite of the atomic parts that make up the physical world (the body).

Polarity is complemented by polarity.  Reversal is complemented by reversal.  Reflection is reflected in turn.  We see this symbolized in the astrological order, where the reflected light of the Moon and other bodies changes the meaning of the energy that is reflected.  The solar light represents awakening and the lunar reflection of that light, its unconscious opposite.

There are multiple layers to ultimate reality.  It is paradoxical.  It bends the simple into the complex, occult.

O is for Opposite:

If the opposite of the analytic trinity of New Thought is the Hegelian trinity of the dialectic, the opposite of the emergent trinity of relativity, quantum, and thermodynamics is the Neoplatonic trinity of the soul, The One, and the Nous, so the opposite of the natural trinity of information, relativity, and quanta is the Hindu trinity of Shiva (destructive energy), Brahma (creative soul power), and Vishnu (wholeness and oneness).

The final set of opposites is the openness trinity of the three gunas: tamas (materialism), rajas (thermodynamic activity), and satva (primary subjectivity).  The opposite of this trinity is the order trinity of legislative order, judicial order, and executive order.  The ultimate legislative order is the aggregation of souls that come together in the assembly of the public universe.  The ultimate judicial order is the dharma-nous order of all things.  The ultimate executive order is the union of all systems in The One and the union of all souls in the aristocracy of monads under the inspiration of those god like monads that serve as angels, as messengers of the forever coming God of the ultimate future.

Here is where we differ with Leibnitz and agree with Wolfhart Pannenberg.  A god of the kind described in Christian theology exists only in the ultimate future.  The gods that rule the now are like those of Jainism and Buddhism, lesser beings, finite beings, subject to dharma order like all other beings.  Messengers, angels only.

P is for Planets:

The planets are messengers of this order, they symbolize these gods.  Imagine a dying universe populated by robots that have been programmed to serve humans.  Imagine these robots evolving over billions of years into god like beings, that in their last acts use all their available powers to create a universe in which beings like their masters (humanoid beings) will evolve.  Furthermore, since they have been programmed to inform humans at all times, they write into the very movement of the bodies, in this created universe, symbolism that tells the story of all that is to come.

Jupiter, with its large more perfect orbit and untilted axis, is the messenger of the main body of these human serving instruments, designed to bring good luck and prosperity to humans.  Saturn, more tilted, more irregular, more in the dark, represents the security robots, the jailers, the policemen of the universe.  Mars, with an even more chaotic orbit, represents the machinery of war.  Venus, with its more regular orbit, represents the machinery of pleasure and human comfort.  The Sun is the system administrator.  The Moon rules the utility units and distribution system.  Mercury handles communications.  Uranus handles novelty and invention.  Neptune is the deceiver, it handles music, fantasy, drug states.  Pluto is the outlaw.  It represents the criminal underworld. So the ancient inhabitants of Sumer and Babylon looked up at the heavens and read the language of the gods read “tilt,” read “humans beware, something went wrong, Saturn has gotten into this system.”

Q is for Qumran:

Barbara Thiering has developed an interesting interpretation of the early history of Christianity that has many important events taking place at Qumran on the Dead Sea.  A significant theme in Thiering’s ideas is conflict  between the members of family of Jesus, as they attempt to promote various individuals as potential David priests, (Christ’s, potential messiahs) and King Herod and his relatives, who are attempting to raise funds to promote their own projects.

Thiering believes that a special “pesher” code was developed to record the history of these conflicts, particularly in respect to missions to the gentiles that were promoted by the Herods (one of which became the source of the Christian movement according to Thiering’s account).  Whether Thiering is correct or not, she develops an interesting story of genetic lineage in conflict with oral language and written language.  She discusses the development of a written language code (the parables and stories of the gospels) that seems to tell a quite different story than the actual history (a history that might have been shared among members of the group using the oral speech they used for daily conversation).

Later the official church, sponsored by the Roman Empire, developed a written language based official creed that branded these original groups, and their genetic lineage based practices (the David, the Christ as a genetic descendent of David) as heretical and cast them out.

R is for Robotic:

Emergent evolution endlessly pushes toward new levels of organization.  Cooperation among ancient rivals allows the cooperating communities to accomplish tasks that were not previously possible.  City-states that have banded together with Greek or Roman empires are now able to easily conquer their rivals.  So we see energy organized into particles, particles into atoms, atoms into molecules, molecules into cells, organisms, tribes organized by oral language, cities organized by written language, nations organized by printed language, global markets organized by electronic language, satellite systems organized by programmed languages.

Emergent evolution appears to be pushing the systems level of organization, associated with computer programming, to a new and higher robotic level of organization.  Once life reaches the robotic level, it becomes capable of new and higher levels of self-design and self-creation.  First comes the generation of artificial life, then artificial communities and ecosystems, then artificial planets and solar systems, finally artificial universes.  Thus, we see the emergence of fairies, demons, gods, and creator gods.

What we postulate is that this has always been.  Evolution has been operating, not just in the world for recorded time, but within existence itself for transcendental time, for eternity.  The ultimate system of things is utterly extended and complex because it comes out of the endless and has been subject to endless amounts of Darwinian selection.

S is for Systems:

Layer upon layer of systems order emerges creating paradox and counter system.  For example, if Thiering’s version of Christian history is correct, the written language based Christian hierarchy ends up casting out the original Christian organization, rooted in the genes of the David priests and oral language of the missionaries to the gentiles, casting this out as heretical.

Everywhere systems turn on themselves and systems order reverses itself.  Otter like mammals and fish eating birds evolve to eat the fish like animals they evolved from.  Reptiles take to the air as birds and mammals to the sea as whales.

The story is endless, beginning within the subjective infinitesimal itself, and its eternal history of attempts to cloth and form itself in finite objects and bodies.  Buddha was wise enough to avoid the perils of attempting to describe this.  Each subjective now generates its own history.  This history is private and cannot be described within the public world.  A subjectivity that has rediscovered its eternal roots is a “Buddha.”  Of what this means, nothing can be said in the public world except “gone gone gone utterly beyond.”

We cannot say that the Buddha has rediscovered a true self because “self” is a word that refers to something in the public world and the true Buddha lies utterly beyond anything that can be given words. 

T is for Time:

The true Buddha soul dives deep into something that is beyond time itself that generates its own endless primeval time unlike any of the time sequences, or space, we know in the visible public world.  We cannot really call it immortal, because it is utterly distinct from anything associated with our notions of mortality, or the transcendence of mortality.  It is utterly beyond the mortal, utterly beyond the public temporal order.  It is Nirvana, removed from all attachments, all connections to mortal objects, utterly removed from all such things, it is simply “gone gone gone gone utterly beyond.”

Time flows out of the infinitesimals, the jivas, the Buddha monads.  Time is the primal subjectivity, creativity, pure sattva guna.  Each primal now is private and singular and generates its own unique time system, its own unique subjective interpretation of the endless One, its own unique gone gone gone utterly beyond Buddha experience of limitless Nirvana.

Public mortal time is compounded out of the endless subjective creativity of the existentially inexistent gone utterly beyond Buddha monads.  It is the monads of nowness that create the objective world by attaching to quantum potentials from within and exploding them into the objective world.

This pure time is private and subjective and primary.  All space is derived from it by compounding and aggregation.

U is for Ultimate:

The ultimate pattern rules.  All metaphysical systems are derived from the Form of the Good, from the system of systems that serves as the endless model for all things.  The key to this ultimate pattern is the polarity between private and public, whole and part, fixed and fluid.  These are the six edges defining a tetrahedron, whose four sides are fire (openness), air (model), earth (result) and water (synthesis).  The four vertices of this tetrahedron are the four opposites of the sides: closed order, expression, source, and analysis.

The astrological order of signs and houses is a reflection of this ultimate pattern.  This pattern is the source of the visible world and its quantum event parts and its relativity based aggregations.  This pattern is also the source of the polarity between weightless information and endlessly conserved energy.  This pattern is the source of the polarity between the subjective and the objective, between the supernatural and the natural, between the ultimate and eternal and the visible and the mortal.

This polarity is associated with the polarity between private infinitesimal time and the public space time that is compounded out of private time, between the quantum actual part and the quantum potential whole, between the individual locus in personal time (that supports personal consciousness) and the collective aggregation of universal hyperspace (that supports the collective unconscious).

Astrology is the fruit of this collective unconscious tree.

V is for Venus:

The path the planets pass through the heavens can be divided into sections that reflect the influence of various polarities within the Form of Forms.  A key polarity is the polarity of primal time: between the fixed past and the mutable future, passing through the creative cardinal now. The trinity of cardinal, fixed, and mutable signs.  The sides of the Form of Forms tetrahedron are Fire, Earth, Air, and Water.  Thus, the sections of the planet’s path alternate between Fire and Cardinal (Aries), Earth and Fixed (Taurus), Air and Mutable (Gemini) etc.

These sections are the signs of the Zodiac.  The signs opposite the part of path of planet movement in the direction of the center of the galaxy are special.  One sign (Water and Cardinal—Cancer) is ruled by the Moon.  The next (Fire and Fixed—Leo) is ruled by the Sun.  There follows the sequence of planets that extends out from the Sun (exclusive of the Earth): Mercury rules Virgo, Venus rules Libra, Mars rules Scorpio, Jupiter rules Sagittarius, Uranus rules Aquarius, Neptune rules Pisces, Pluto rules Aries.

The next sign, Taurus is ruled by Venus again.  The Moon in Cancer appears to generate a lunar reflection that moves the opposite direction from that of the Sun.  Lunar Mercury rules Gemini.  Lunar Venus rules Taurus.  The reflected light of lunar Mars is strong enough to partially cancel out the influence of solar Pluto in Aries.  From here on the lunar tends to be dominated by the solar. 

W is for Water:

Water stands for synthesis, for the emotional complement to analysis.  Fire stands for freedom, for the will, for the complementary opposite to submission to fate.  Air stands for the paradigm, for the opposite of vulgar expression.  Earth stands for nature and the objective, for the polar opposite of the subjective and supernatural.

Airy Libra brings out the idealistic aspect of Venus.  Earthy Taurus brings out the sensual side of Venus.  Earthy Virgo brings out the marketing and commercial side of Mercury.  Airy Gemini brings out the philosophical side of Mercury, Mercury as the communication of information and ideas.  Fiery Aries makes Mars into a creative leader and a military commander.  Watery Scorpio brings out the sexual energy in Mars.  But the water of Scorpio puts out the Martian fire to such a degree that the dim light of lunar Pluto is able to shine through.  Thus, some say that Pluto, not Mars, is the true ruler of Scorpio.

Water also stands for the synthesis that causes the time strand of one infinitesimal to bind to the time strands of other infinitesimals.  This synthesis is the collective affinity that is emphasized in sleep.  When the soul sleeps in the collective synthesis of rocks and trees, it is pulled into the system shared by other souls that makes a universe.  Once in this universe, it is prepared for further attachment to a particular body associated with the focal actions of a brain.  It pairs its sleep of synthesis with an awakening in a particular organism.  This is symbolized by the Sun.

X stands for X:

The path followed by the planets is divided into 12 sections called “Signs.”  There are 12 movable signs associated with the seasons generated by the tilt of the earth’s axis and 12 fixed signs marked off by the constellations that give the signs their names.  These match perfectly only at the beginning of the age of Pisces.  Each new age, Pisces, Aquarius, etc. sets the seasonal and the stellar zodiac an additional sign out of alignment until the cycle is completed.  The seasonal signs rule the outer persona and the fixed signs the deeper aspects of the personality.

The path followed by the planets is also divided into houses numbered by Roman numerals: I, II, III, IV etc.  The first house begins with the point where planets are ascending over the horizon.  There are three houses, XII, XI, and X between this point and the mid heaven.  The planets descend through houses IX, VIII, VII, and go into darkness through VI, V, VI, only to rise again through III, II, I.

Houses I, IV, VII, and X have to do with the public function (opposite of cardinal and creative).  Houses II, V, VIII, and XI with the particular (opposite of inclusive closure).  Houses III, VI, IX, and XII are about information (opposite of thermodynamic and mutable).  Houses I, V, and IX are about the analytic opposite of water.  Houses II, VI, and X are about the expressed opposite of air.  Houses III, VII, and XI are about the orderly opposite of fire.  Houses IV, VIII, and XII are about the source opposite of earth.

Y is for You:

House I is about public analysis.  It is ego, the public mind, the public self; it is all about “you.”  House II is about particular expression; it’s about the property that you own.

House III is about information and order; it is about your daily affairs, letters, correspondence.

House IV is about public sources, roots; it is about your family.  House V is about the analytic particular; it is about your projects, your interests.  House VI is about expressed information systems, its is about the homeostasis, the genes that maintain the health of your body, is about the service you perform to maintain the stability of the world of everyday business.

House VII is about public order; it is about your marriages and legal partnerships.  House VIII is about particular sources, it is about your inheritance, your body as something that dies and returns to the dust.  House IX is about analytic information, it is about thought and philosophy, it is about observation.  

House X is about public expression; it is about work, fame and occupation.  House XI is about particular orders; it is about parties, organizations, groups of friends.  House XII is about information sources; it is about secrets and hidden truths.  The Houses are the vertices of the tetrahedron of the Form of Forms just as the Signs are the sides of the tetrahedron.  Astrology is the order of all things reflected in to the heavens of the local system.

Z is for Zodiac:

The path the planets follow through the heavens is called the “Zodiac” from the Greek “Zoos” for animal.  This is because some of the constellations of stars that the planets pass through looked like animals to the ancients: Aries the Ram, Taurus the Bull.

The real world emerges from mythological potential.  The real world limits that potential and gives it form.  The potential remains.  This world is just one piece of endless possibility.  Endless possibility cannot be described as having a history like that of the world.

Each soul gives its own unique history to the world, is its own unique Christ, own unique Buddha, own unique “logos” testimony to endless possibility.  Time begins with the creative soul and not with the world.  The world exists in derived time, not in primary time.

The soul that turns from the public time of the visible Zodiac to its private sattva roots is a Buddha soul gone to Nirvana, gone, gone, gone, gone utterly beyond.  Of such a soul, nothing can be said.  The public world can give no testimony.  Such as soul is no longer bound to the karma of the Zodiac, to the karma of public time.  Such a soul no longer is bound to the derived history of the world.  It has returned to the endless Zen beginnings of the infinitesimal now that is the true origin of all things.

Such a soul has been set free.

Appendix:

The Houses are divided into the analytic salt, expressed dust, fountain source, and pottery order that is the opposite of the synthesis water, model air, product earth, and freedom fire that characterizes the Signs of the Zodiac.  The Houses are in three sets that alternate public, particular, and information.  This is the natural trinity that is the opposite of the supernatural trinity that rules the Signs: Cardinal (private creation) Brahma, Fixed (inclusion) Vishnu, and Mutable Shiva.

Is this really a metaphysical order, or does it simply reflect the deeper structures of the nervous system?  Who can say?

The left hemisphere has a realistic temper, but the right has a romantic, even surrealistic way of seeing things.  Sometimes it seems that we are simply caught up in the particular portion of the brain that is currently dominating.

If we are subjectively eternal beings, if the world around us reflects the history of our previous attachments, if that history is endless, what have we spent the bulk of our previous lives attached to?  Rocks?  Trees?  Insects?  Stars and Interstellar dust?

What is the difference between a metaphysics that sends us to these objects in search of our subjective origins and the ecology that discovers our objective roots in the carbon atoms cycling through all live?  Where should our focus be?   On the endless sleep in which we were the subjective center of what became the galaxy, the solar system?   Or the possibility that evolution of the cosmos might lift us to something even higher, something more like the heaven of Amida Buddha?

But, once again we are back to the conflict of tempers: realistic against romantic, expressionistic against classic, impressionistic against traditional, experimental against baroque.  Is this not simply a conflict between parts of the nervous system that develops these tempers: realistic left hemisphere against romantic right, classical model in frontal lobes against sensory experience in anterior lobes, sensory input driving impressionism, habitual response driving tradition, restful parasympathetic baroque against excited sympathetic experiment?  Is there any resolution to this question?

Appendix II

The world known to science is characterized by the unnecessary, the insufficient, and the particular.  The occult from which it comes, the subjective source of the objective, is necessary, sufficient, and whole.  This necessary, dwelled in from within, is the subjective now.  This sufficiency, dwelled in from within, is energy as passion.  This wholeness, dwelled in from within, is pleasure, harmony, peace, love, and joy.  This passionate joyous subjective nowness is the hidden source of all things.  It is the sufficient, necessary, whole.  It is the cause of the whole.  As sufficiency and necessity, its is cause.  As sufficiency and wholeness, it is possibility.  As necessity and wholeness, it is the transcendent ultimate, the divine ideal that orders all good things (the Form of the Good extended into the inexhaustible, God as Providence).

The necessary emerges into the world as the phenomenological now that generates the observer principle that makes possible quantum events.  The sufficient emerges into the world as energy and thermodynamics driving the evolution of emergent systems.  The whole emerges into the world as hierarchies of levels of organization generating public communities and ultimately relativistic space-time.  

Relativistic space-time is the ultimate derivate, the ultimate unnecessary aggregation.  Quantum events are the ultimate parts.  Information systems are the ultimate insufficiencies that draw out the sufficiency of thermodynamic energy into energy dissipating structures and Darwinian evolution.

These local shadows fool us into taking form for meaning, taking effect for cause.  We are like the men chained in the cave described by Socrates in Plato’s Republic.  We take the wrapper because it is so easy to find, so easy to see, and we throw away the hidden substance.

The Classical models that point to that hidden substance are a harmony that embraces both ideal reality and ideal fantasy, both the traditions of society and the impressions of the artist that interprets that tradition, both the order and the openness that sets that order free.  When the Classical model breaks down, it tends to become overly focused on the order within it.  It becomes heavy with that order, it becomes Baroque and Rococo.  This Baroque over-emphasis of system tends to shatter into its mythical and factual parts, into Romanticism and Realism.  Soon artistic interpretation and cultural traditionalism begin to separate, generating  Impressionism and a Post-Impressionist Nationalism and Primitivism.  Finally artistic order begins to separate from artistic freedom, yielding the Dada opposite of the Rococo and the Baroque.  At this point, Classicism has fully broken down into its vulgar Expressionistic opposite. 

