All doctrines, all philosophic points of view, all ideologies, all academic disciplines, all religions are hypnotic states.  The right brain chooses a framework based on irrational criteria of the kind that causes a gang to choose a ritual, a clan to identify with a totem.  Then the right brain allows the left to accumulate arguments and facts within that framework and fools itself into believing the result was achieved on a rational basis.  As Michael Polanyi discusses in depth in Personal Knowledge, these arguments and reasons are rooted in unseen tacit assumptions.  These assumptions belong to the hypnotic stuff, they belong to the trance.  As Gilbert Ryle shows in Dilemmas, we make category mistakes when we jump from one of these systems to another.  When we fail to note that the larger universe of discourse is a different category that the particular universe establish by each discipline.  Ryle compares them to the colleges of an English University.  Oxford University is a different category than the colleges that make it up.  Right brain holistic trance states are like the universities that contain colleges.  The philosophic and scientific systems developed with a trance state by the left-brain are like the colleges that make up a university, they are subordinate entities.

These subordinate entities tend to polarize.  One is usually more left-brain than the other.  For example, Buddhism has split into the more left brain Theravada and the more right brain Mahayana which has split out its own left brain variant in turn in the form of Zen.  In a similar fashion, Latin Christianity was more left-brain than Greek Christianity.  But, left-brain Latin Christianity has split out and even more left-brain variant in the form of the Protestant and the Protestant and even more left brain variant in the form of the Unitarian and the Unitarian and even more left brain variant in the form of the sceptical and the agnostic.  But no matter how left brain the emphasis, in fact the more left brain the emphasis, the stronger the root in hidden right brain material.  In the end the positivistic, the sceptical dogma is a deeper trance, has a more tenacious, more deeply irrational beginning then the most zealous religious dogmatism.  It is because of the extreme depths of his trance, that the sceptic, like the paranoid is totally unaware of the irrational roots of his doubt.

These split outs are not about reason.  They represent degrees of trance.  The differences between religions, philosophies, artistic temperaments are not rational.  This can be proven by the way they conform more to the array of personality disorders than anything else:  Schizotypal Hinduism, Paranoid Jainism, Schizoid Buddhism, Borderline Christianity, Antisocial Islam, Hystrionic Protestantism, Narcissistic New Age, Avoidant Taoism and Animism, Dependent Confucianism, Obsessive Judaism and Shinto.  In a similar fashion Schizoid Realism and Empiricism, Schizotypal Romanticism and Idealism, Paranoid Linguistic Analysis, Positivism and Abstract Expressionism, Borderline Expressionism and Marxism, Antisocial Naturalism, Hystrionic Symbolism and Existentialism, Narcissistic Surrealism and Phenomenology, Avoidant Primitivism, Dependent Traditionalism and Dogmatism, Obsessive Legalism and Fundamentalism.

What we call rationalism is simply one manifestation of a Schizoid emphasis and what we call irrationalism is a manifestation of the Hystrionic.  Taken to a Paranoid extreme, the rationalism becomes scepticism.  Taken to a Dependent extreme or a compulsive extreme, the irrationalism becomes dogmatism or fundamentalism.

The left-brain tries to pretend that it is in charge.  It tries to pretend that this is a debate that this is about reason.  But, the assumptions are rooted in the irrational right brain.  The assumptions are about trance rather than fact, about faith and faithfulness rather than reason.  This is just as true of the sceptical orientation as the credulous.  This is just as true of scientific activity as it is of mythology.  This is just as true of the member of the science faculty at a university as it is of the member of a primitive Papuan tribal entity.

Some metaphysical gangs are entranced with Physics.  Some are entranced with dreams.  Some are entranced with ancient texts.  Some are entranced with subjective states.  All is hypnosis.  All is trance.  William of Occam attempted to distinguish between things of faith and things of evidence when he invented his razor.  He was not silly enough to try to banish faith.  Science is a faith.  Occam’s razor is a faith.  Empiricism and Positivism are tribal ritual rooted in a form of faith just as deep and intense as any mythological formula from the dreamtime beliefs of the most primitive human tribe.

If we are to seek to map this unknown country, this university of right brain trance, we need a map of a different form.  We need a vision that transcends the local county and municipality.  We need more than local science or local economics.  We need to view this global whole to understand what this is all about.

Truth has traditional been said to have three elements: the correspondence part (this is the left brain fact part), coherence (this is the right brain global whole part), and pragmatism (this is frontal lobes attempt to find some working basis to unite local fact and global framework into some larger working system.  This idea seems to be the source of the Hegelian dialectic in which traditional points of view (a thesis) thrown out by the right brain are countered with a sceptical left-brain antithesis, which inspires some kind of working synthesis, some kind of higher paradox that will unite the two.  Thus we have the fact of the existence of particles, and the antithetical discovery that they are also waves, and the synthesis that is a theory that the particle and the wave are two ways of describing the same thing.

So we will attempt to suggest a practical synthesis in which right brain dreamtime mythologies and left-brain science are two ways of looking at the same thing.  Mythologies are about possible trance states, possible stories, possible global visions.  They tend to look at things from the right brain inside.  Facts and science are about the objective, the left-brain outside.  Existence transcends both.  Existence is a transcendent paradoxical state in which, like a subatomic particle, we can be in both the wave like world of dreams and faith and in the particle like world of facts and scepticism at the same time.

