A is for Apes:

Gibbons, Orangs, Chimps, and Gorillas belong to a group of animals known as apes.  These animals are the most human like of all animals.  Chimps and Gorillas are particularly human like.  They share 98% or more of their genes with the human species. 

The ancestors of humans and the ancestors of apes parted ways sometime in the last thirty million years as grasslands began to increase in extent in various parts of Africa and Asia as result of progressive changes in climate and the position of the continents.  Apes seem to have stuck to life in forests and forest clearings while the ancestors of humans took more and more to upright movement through open grassland and savanna.

Humans appear to have made up for their size by the development of the ability to use tools and the ability to use symbol and signal systems to exchange information supporting the development of cooperative systems of tool use.  These cooperative systems gradually evolved into what we know today as human cultures.  The signal systems evolved into language.

