A is for Axiom:

There are certain axioms that set the tone of existence.  The first is that energy is neither created nor destroyed.  That energy is not created is bad but that it is not destroyed is good.  Then comes a bad axiom.  Energy always proceeds toward entropy.  But its good corollary is too often ignored: entropy is evolution.

Entropy is evolution is true because of some other axioms: information is weightless.  Evolution is the ever-greater dispersal of greater amounts of information in smaller amounts of energy.  Because information is weightless, it follows that there is no limit to the amount of information that can be stored.

There are certain axioms of evolution.  Overtime all information systems mutate: randomly generate rival forms.  Rival forms will compete forever-smaller supplies of dispersing energy generating Darwinian selection at some level.  Darwinian selection will drive the emergence of new systems that attempt to win the competition by organizing at higher levels of organization.  There is no limit to the extent of this emergence, to the number of levels that can emerge, and because information is weightless, to the complexity of the result.

All lower level Darwinian competition pushes the regulation of that competition at a higher level.  Genetic codes at the molecular level are regulated by cellular organization such as that in the chromosome.  

B is for Basis:

These emerging systems of organizing dispersing energy are the basis of life.  The emergence of order at the wave level pushes the emergence of order at the level of particle, which generates order at the level of atoms, which makes possible order at the molecular level.  Competition between molecular orders is regulated at the cellular level.  Emergence of complex forms of this competition drives the development of multicellular forms.  Competition between these forms generates social interactions.

The chemical order emerges from the atomic order and generates the biological order.  The biological order emerges from the chemical order and generates the psychological order.  Each order is regularized in higher levels of its emergence.  It is the multicellular and population levels of genetic information systems that produce the Mendelian laws that systemize genetic competition.

Units of psychological information, Dawkin’s memes, are regularized at higher levels of organization: oral language (temes), written language (wemes), printed language (pemes).  The memes of a troop of baboons cannot produce culture anymore than the genes of a colony of bacteria can generate multicellular organs.  Without temes, and wemes, it is not possible for memes to generate culture.  Each new level generates new problems and new possibilities.  Memes do not propagate the same way genes do.  Civilized humans have needs unknown to bands of apes.

C is for Consciousness:

Each new level of organization opens up new dimensions of existence.  Biological order is largely external.  Psychological order reverts toward the internal.  Psychological order reveals the subjective side of all objective events.  The psychological rule is that where there is energy, there is some form of passion or feeling and where there is information there is some form of mind.

There are various levels of organization of this information.  Information organized at the level of an insect will generate awareness at the level of an insect.  Human minds require human levels of organization.  Human levels of organization require language.  The ability to produce language is an important component of human thought

(For further discussion of this issue refer to the writings of B. Rensch, including his contribution to the Darwinian Centennial held at the University of Chicago in 1959).

There is an interesting psychological rule.  The more intense the energy, the more intense the emotion.  However, the more highly organized the information, the greater the possibility of regulating emotions to assure a positive effect, as in work of art by Michelangelo or a work of music by Mozart.  The decay of energy toward entropy limits the capacity of life to experience intense emotions.  The evolution of more complex systems provides greater opportunities for higher pleasures.

Life for an aboriginal can be more exciting, but not necessarily more rewarding.

D is for Determinant:

Higher levels of organization provide new levels of control.  New levels of control can provide higher levels of subjective awareness.  The weightlessness of information sets no limit to the degree and extent of development of such subjective utopian states, states of harmony and sophisticated happiness.

The universe is based on an order imposed by gradients of polarity.  Complexes of such balancing gradients generate paradox because swings toward one pole are counter balanced by contrary movements.  There is evidence for such a structure at the deepest levels of existence.  For, example, energy, the source of flux and change is neither created nor destroyed, hence the most stable element in existence.  Information and organization, what we see as elements imposing stability, are constantly evolving, and hence the least stable element of our existence.

In a similar fashion, the movement toward entropy, a cause of aging and death, is also the source of the evolution that creates life.  Again, the emergence of new and higher levels of organization, and hence a greater and more thorough determinism, is that which liberates our subjectivity and allows us to explore the indeterminate limits of its potential.  The laws of motion discovered by Newton seemed to described a determinate world that ran like a great clock.  Yet, a deeper exploration of those laws has opened up the world of the indeterminate conditions of particles as described by quantum mechanics.

E is for Enlightenment:

We developed absolutistic governments like those of Louis XIV, and they inspired us to revolution, to the ideas of the Enlightenment that glorified human liberty.  The notion of the human as something potentially good that is capable of reason is not the whole picture.  But, it is an important aspect of the picture and a necessary counterbalance to the Augustinian notion of man as depraved and evil.

The empiricism of Locke and Hume that was one of the inspirations of Enlightenment thought was a necessary counterbalance to rationalism of Spinoza and Descartes.  The thoughtful rationalism of Spinoza and Descartes was a necessary counterbalance to the authoritarian rationalism of Aquinas and Augustine.

Immanuel Kant developed these themes as a basis of his “Critique of Pure Reason.”  Kant found old-fashioned metaphysics to be ineffective because to yielded these irresolvable contradictions.  The German philosopher Hegel responded with a metaphysics that embraced these contradictions as part of the fundamental dynamics of nature (the “Hegelian dialectic”).  The Danish philosopher Kierkegaard called attention to the subjective irrationalism that provided the deep context of human thought.

The cosmic watch that the Enlightenment philosophers admired has been shown by students of thermodynamics to be winding into entropy.  Where we expected to find order, we have found chaos.  A chaos that generates order.   

F is for Forms:

To wind up the cosmic watch, you must postulate an infinite substrate in which the improbable becomes probable.  The local laws of thermodynamics only make sense as part of a larger whole.

In the dialogues written in ancient Athens by the philosopher Plato, he has his teacher Socrates describe the world as a shadow cast on the wall of a cave.  The mathematical ideas that cast these shadows were metaphysical models, the perfect ideas for which everything else was a poor copy.  All of these ideas are illuminated by the “Form of the Good,” the ultimate ideal.  These perfect models have come to be known as the “Platonic Forms.”

Plato’s student Aristotle believed in a much more natural basis for form.  Aristotle believed that form, substance, motion, and purpose were the four causes that governed the nature of the world.  Yet, the physical world from which all natural form emerges turns out to be described best on a mathematical basis, just as Plato predicted it would turn out.  Furthermore, string theory, the latest mathematical method for making sense of things seems to be coming to describe our universe as a three dimensional shadow cast out of a cosmos that is multidimensional and has a real structure that transcends what we experience in this universe much as an object transcends the shadow it casts on a screen.

G is for Gradients:

If the world we experience is simply the shadow cast by a larger complex, what if that complex is a shadow cast in turn.  The paradoxical nature of existence points to a larger system of polar gradients forming a harmonic collection

of balancing and counter balance tendencies.

If energy can move toward entropy and generate evolution in our local world, why can’t it do the same in the systems and complexes that generate our local world?  If evolution is taking place in level after level of systems that transcend time and space as we know it, why should we be surprised to find such transcendent level of order emerging in the ground of existence itself.

This is the kind of metaphysics developed in the East by Neoconfucianism, Neotaoism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Jainism.  Why are we so prejudiced against it?  Occam’s Razor was meant as a principle of physics, not of metaphysics.  Those who deny our ability to do metaphysics give us energy that decays endlessly to entropy without any way to regenerate the energy.  And subjective observers that are the prisoners of the objective systems they observe.

The world of science is absurd without a world of speculative metaphysics to explain it.  The polar opposite of entropy is the ideal forms generated by evolution-induced entropy.  The polar opposite of nature is the supernatural that winds up nature’s clock. 

H is for Hologram:

The linear developments of the objective world are shadows of a transcendent hologram.  That hologram can be seen if the polar structures of the world are view form the correct angle.   The polar opposite of evolution and entropy is the ideal, the polar opposite of nature is the inexhaustible supernatural, the polar opposite of the determinate order of things is the indeterminate, is liberty.  The polar opposite of the synthesis of higher levels of organization is consciousness and mind at higher levels of information storage and analysis.

These four polarities trace a hyper cosmic tetrahedron, cube, octahedron, pyramid.  The four polarities described above define the eight corners of the cube.  They emerge from three polarities that define the six sides of the cube: whole to part, self to social, fixed (information) to flux (energy).

These three polarities emerge from two polarities, between the transcendent and the manifest, between the individual and the collective.  The transcendent to manifest polarity is the ruling polarity because the transcendent winds up the cosmic clock that winds down in the manifest to entropy. 

The four polarities expand into the infinite creating the tree of life that generates all things.  Our three dimensional world is a shadow cast from that infinitely dimensional tree into finite form.  The ideal face of this system is what is known as the “Form of the Good”, the corners of this face are formed of the trinity of Plotinus: infinite oneness, information or mind, and the creative soul or spirit.

I is for Inexistence:

The pattern we have described is the public pattern, the objective pattern, the pattern that emerges in the world.  The polar complement to this public pattern is the private pattern, the subjective pattern, the pattern that reverts within.  The objective world inverts, bends inward on itself.  The reverse of the objective world is the subjective world.  The subjective world is a non-world, a reverse world.  If the public world is existence, the private world is its inexistent reversion.

The public world is associative, determinate, synthetic, objective, and evolutionary.  The private world is the analytic, subjective, indeterminate, source of that evolution.  The private world is a unique interpretation of the inexhaustible that winds up the energy that winds down toward entropy in the exhaustible world of evolving things.

Each subjective center is a unique interpretation, a unique creative variation of the public objective existence.  Some physicists question if time is real in the objective world.  Actually there are billions of times because each subjective center is its own time-line creatively interpreting the progressions of the objective world.  There is no time in the objective world until the subjective inexhaustible enters into the world and clothes it with time from inside.

The failure of the world to make objective sense of time proves that the subjective is a necessary polar complement to the objective.  The public needs the private to interpret it.

J is Joy:

Existence is emerging joy.  The movement toward entropy drives form toward higher levels of organization and higher levels of information storage.  This process has the ability to convert quantity to quality, to exchange blind passion for informed joy.

There are three sets of completing laws in physics: the laws of space-time relativity, the laws of quantum mechanics, and the laws of thermodynamics.  Relativity is deterministic, quantum mechanics is indeterminate, and thermodynamics is statistical.  It is this statistical middle way that governs most processes maintaining life.  The thermodynamic arrow to time remains regardless of what is done to the relativistic arrow.  It is probable that the thermodynamic arrow takes precedence because it explains the relativistic and the quantum as emergent from a larger ground.  Thus, supertime can generate local time.  Subjective time (cosmic joy) can create objective time (local pain).

Subjective time belongs to the realm of weightless information that accumulates within the organism.  Objective time belongs to the realm of gravity and mass.

All objective things decay.  The subjective belongs to the inexhaustible and transcends all decay. The objective emerges from subjective creativity and as it evolves increasingly higher levels of organization, the evolving structures bend inward and make contact with the creative subjectivity, the pure joy, from which they came.

K is for Kierkegaard:

Kierkegaard placed private will above public reason.  In terms of psychological function, Kierkegaard is the decision-making frontal lobes speaking out against the passive sensory areas of the posterior lobes.  Before Kierkegaard, the debate was between the holistic and paranoid right hemisphere lobes and the linear fact oriented left hemisphere.  Right hemisphere thought was coming to be largely the domain of conservative theology and Left hemisphere thought of science and positivistic and empirical points of view.

The German philosopher Hegel had tried to develop a system that united the two by making one a thesis that was opposed by the other as an antithesis from which came a greater synthesis.  It was this notion that Kierkegaard was reacting against by rejecting the primacy of passive reason in favor of active will.  

The human brain has four great parts.  The lower brain that governs wakefulness and sleep, emotions and motivations, muscle learning and muscle coordination, an upper brain divided into two parts.  One part holistic and paranoid: the right hemisphere of the cerebrum.  One part factual, linear, and optimistic: the left hemisphere.  And finally, the frontal lobes of both, the seat of planning, ego development, and spoken language.

Saint Augustine was concerned with the relationship of the lower and upper brains, of good against evil.

L is for Lower Brain:

Saint Augustine was concerned with the relationship of heaven and hell, with the relationship of good and evil.  These are right hemisphere metaphors for the cerebrums attempt to regulate and repress its animal instincts.  In this metaphor, the lower brain centers took the form of the gods and goddesses of ancient polytheism, now rising up in the form of the demons of hell.  Heaven, the right hemisphere holistic order of faith, was ruled by the paranoid right hemisphere tyrant, Yahweh, the God of the Old Testament.

The philosophical positions taken by various factions are actually metaphors for struggles within the human brain in its attempt to balance out its own internal polarizing divisions.  The theological problem is heaven vs. hell, the lower polytheistic brain against the higher monotheistic, paranoid right hemisphere.  The problem of scholasticism and rationalism was how to harmonize this holistic paranoid mind set with the rising importance of linear and factual left hemisphere science.  One solution was to look to the new left-brain influence.  That is the solution offered in various forms by materialism, empiricism, naturalism, and positivism.

Another solution was to try to relate the left-brain approach back to the right brain in some way.  That was the approach that Kant and Hegel attempted and was the source of German Idealism.  Kierkegaard was rejecting this in favor of frontal lobe priorities and the frontal lobe concern for speech and action, for plans, decisions, and acts of will.

M is for Madness:

What Kant, Hegel, and Kierkegaard were looking for was some way out of the madness that was convulsing Western civilization.  Western civilization was attacked by a schizoaffective cultural disorder in which the ancient lower brain, taking the form of Greek and Roman Classicism was rising up like a specter from the past and speaking in the form of schizophrenic voice, voices of ancient polytheism from the past haunting the present.  

These voices were present in all elements of the culture from the influence of Greek and Roman ideas on the revival of democracy and republicanism to similar influences on philosophy and science.  Yet, the stated mindset was that ancient paranoid depression of Yahweh worship rooted an Old Testament stolen from the hated Jews.  Opposed to this Augustinian depression was a left hemisphere mania rooted in a blind optimism generated by the progress induced by left-brain science and technology.

Into this madness comes Locke, Berkeley, and Hume with various programs for adjusting the ancient depression to the scientific mania of the modern world.  The cure did not work, so Kant and Hegel attempt a different approach.  Kierkegaard finds this inadequate and comes up with his own solution that puts the focus on the frontal lobes, on the decision making function of the ego.

But, Kierkegaard’s ego indulges in a dialogue mainly with the right hemisphere, mainly with the old right brain.

N is for No:

Kierkegaard, taking up the frontal lobe priority, taking the active role, chooses between the scientific, the technical, the progress mania of the linear left-brain and the paranoid holiness of the holistic right brain.  Kierkegaard chooses to say “No!” to left-brain science and progress.  Kierkegaard chooses right brain depression, right brain theological judgment of the world, right brain devotion to the way of ritual and anxious faith.

But, there is an alternative.  It is the path first explored by the Utilitarians (Bentham, John Stuart Mill, etc.) and that is to say “Yes!” and join frontal lobe planning and decision, not to old testament depression, but to the new world of science and progress.  We see this approach developed further by the pragmatists in the writings of William James and John Dewey.

But, there is a third alternative, one largely ignored in higher philosophic circles.  That third alternative is the so-called “New Thought” path, the Transcendentalist path.  This path says “No!” to the entire Western system and its manic-depressive alternation between optimistic science and pessimistic theology.  Instead it looks backward to ancient polytheism and the many voices of the lower brain and sees those voices reborn in the thought systems of China and India.  In this lower brain and its awareness centers, it finds the key to a spirit, a higher consciousness, an “oversoul” that merges all dreamtimes into the one dreamtime, all myths into the one myth.

O is for Out:

There is no way out of the brain.  Physicists keep believing they will find one but they are deluded.  They are as trapped in the madness of the brain as any of the world’s thinkers.  The dilemma currently faced by physics mirrors the dilemma faced by philosophy.

Relativity is all that remains in physics of right brain thinking.  Relativity is the result of the attempt to stretch Newton’s holistic point of view based on his mechanistic laws of motion to cover the entire universe.

Opposed to relativity is the quantum mechanics, the latest product of the left-brain attempt to know everything in minute linear detail.  String theory is the latest scientific undertaking in the pursuit of the hopeless optimism of the left-brain that it can somehow spin a theory of everything out of the minute linear detail generated by its mathematical formulas and empirical facts.

The frontal lobe alternative to these opposing worldviews is thermodynamics and its spin offs: cybernetics, information theory, systems theory, chaos theory, and complexity theory.  The frontal lobe finds solutions in work and motion, the right brain in holistic relationships, the left in linear detail.  Thermodynamics is very “frontal” oriented study, relativity a very “right brain” thing, and string theory and quantum mechanics typically “left brain.”  The idea that there is some way out of the craziness generated by their interaction is another example of left-brain delusion.

P is for Paradox:

Besides right brain relativity, left-brain strings, and frontal lobe thermodynamic guidance systems (cybernetics, etc) there is a fourth approach.  There are many physicists that have been impressed by the paradoxical nature of these dilemmas of interpretation and have found the answer in a lower brain based approach like those explored in the Orient and by the ancient Greeks.  This fourth approach to the dilemma of physics is explored by Fritjof Capra in “The Tao of Physics.”  Capra gives a twist to the dilemma of physics that is similar in approach to the transcendentalist twist to the dilemma of philosophy in that it emphasizes plural interpretations or manifestations of a single order.  This is a very lower brain oriented point of view (all brain functions are included in the one dream).

The lower brain has no problem with progressions, but unlike the linear progressions of the left hemisphere of the upper brain, the progressions of the lower brain are paradoxical, they spiral, they counter balance, they bring you back just when you thought you were moving forward.

Heisenberg’s resolution of the problem of the particle and wave nature of the electron is typically lower brain.  The electron is both a particle and a wave.  This makes great sense to a brain center that must invest every autonomic response with nerve impulses from two separate systems: the sympathetic (which excites—the Yang) and the parasympathetic (which relaxes—the Yin).  The Chinese notion of a harmony of polar opposites fits here: Yin/Yang.

Q if for Quarters:

The human mind is mad.  It is literally drawn into quarters by the wars of its parts.  The left-brain plays the role of a child manically playing with its technical games, oblivious of their destructive effect on the world.  The right brain plays paranoid parent, warning the left-brain child of divine judgment.  The frontal lobes are represented by the success-oriented adult, always into some action oriented pragmatic fix.  The lower brain is the root of both the conscious and the unconscious.  It is the egg, the zygote from which the child emerges to grow into an adult and into a parent that generates a new egg as it fertilizes and is fertilized by the world.

But the lower brain, the dreamtime brain, the cosmic egg brain, the womb brain is itself a quarter.  It is a stay at home quarter, the ultimate Yin that is forever at war with the go away, the outer world oriented Yang of the frontal lobes.  Thus, the left child quarter rebels and wars with the paranoid right parent quarter that judges it.  The frontal adult Yang quarter spends all its efforts on the outside world and draws further away from its inner womb quarter, the dreamtime Yin/Tao root.

There is no escape from this division.  Just when someone thinks they have found it, the ancient quarters rise up to pull it apart again.  The students of Newton thought he had found it and the Enlightenment era believed them and set out to remake the world in his vision till the Romantic reaction, till Kant, Hegel, and Kierkegaard said “No!”

R is for Reason:

But the left-brain will not cease its attempt to conquer all using its left-brain linear approach to reason.  Its optimism for its vision of progress will never fail.  It will always believe that it has found the theory of everything, the ultimate string theory, the ultimate linear expression that will finally penetrate and kill the old parent, the Old Testament right brain and all its condemnations and judgments.

But, the right brain will no more give up than the left.  There is no more and end to theology than there is an end to science, or the pragmatic attempt to find a balance between the two, or the lower brain’s attempt to absorb all of them in its endless dreamy sleep.

Linear reason will never conquer holistic faith or practical action.  All will forever fight against the unconsciousness of sleep and death.  But, when overwhelmed by it, rise again in new life and new wakefulness to continue the endless quest.  There will always be some new theory of everything.  There will always be some new way of conquering time and putting it to rest.  But, just when we think we have conquered it, it will rise again and pierce us to the heart. Reason and unreason, time and eternity will not be banished.  They are eternal polarities of the endless one.  Science may succeed in pushing them out of the picture temporarily but its victories will prove hollow.  Thus, the absolute space of Newton was conquered by thermodynamics, relativity, and quantum uncertainty.

S is for Systems:

It is not surprising that the last decade rested from the war between quantum mechanics and relativity in frontal lobe oriented concerns with systems and information and lower brain considerations of holism and paradoxical polarities.

As much as these themes are rooted in the very architecture of our brains, it is likely that this architecture represents the larger structure of the world.

Brain systems have been selected for survival.  Natural selection eliminates brain patterns that do not fit the world they were made to monitor.  A brain that does not reflect the larger order of existence will fail to survive.

As much as physical science would like to eliminate the subjective factor, to pretend that it is only an artifact of brain physiology, the key role it plays in quantum events suggests that it is something more fundamental than simplistic left-brain science wants to admit.  Kierkegaard appears to be right.  The subjective inexistent option is a paradoxical complement to the rational system.  It is a result of the systems order of the world turned inward to a point it penetrates to the ground stuff from which the external systems emerged. 

Yet, simplistic left-brain science cannot help being on its simplistic left-brain agenda any more than paranoid right brain religion can escape its theological agenda.  The lower brain continues its endless dreamtime agenda, and the frontal lobes continue to “wheel and deal.”

T is for Time:

Some physicists want to banish time in order to make relativity dance to a quantum mechanics tune.  Left brain oriented science has always taken aim at any holistic synthesis that is not linear and rooted in reams of facts and mathematical lines of algebraic expression.  The description that these physicists give of the result sound suspiciously space oriented.  They seem ignorant of the fact that the brush that wipes away time wipes away space also.

The truth that few want to face is that the real message of relativity is that everything is time, but not objective time.  Objective time is only a passing community that emerges from endless dancing threads of subjective time that dance through the quantum mechanical alternatives of infinites of alternative hyperspace systems.

Public time is a local dream that we all agree to dream together.  But, the dreamer remains when the dream is gone, the dancer endures beyond the dance because the dancer is an infinitesimal bit of existence that has reverted to its primal existential inexistence.  In this infinitesimal pinhole, inexhaustible creativity pours forth and gives rise to the existence of the world. That inexhaustible creativity is timelessness generating time.  In its light the time systems of the public world burn away and are revealed as the clothing that subjectivity wears when it attaches to the tangible world.  It is true that relativistic time and space are empty, unless the creative spirit gives them life.

U is for Ultimate:

The polarities of the brain mirror the fundamental polarities of existence.  The individualistic left brain and the collectivist right brain mirror a fundamental polarity between collective and individual in the larger cosmos and the hyper cosmic real unreality that generates it.  

The expressive and worldly frontal lobes are the polar opposites of the lower brain centers that play the role of comic dreamer.  This polarity mirrors the larger polarity between the ultimate and the manifest, between the measurable and the immeasurable that generates what the measurable measures.

This polarity between the frontal lobes and the lower brain, between dreamtime and waking time is the fundamental polarity that winds of the thermodynamic clock that runs the evolving time systems of all local worlds.  Given this deeper polarity that drives the emergent polarities of this world, we postulate a deep time system that creates the emergent time systems of this world.

The key to this deeper time system is the existential inexistence in the inversion of the world at higher levels of organization from determinant public order to indeterminate private creativity.  This private pole takes the role of an infinitesimal singularity through which the infinite streams into the finite.  These singularities exist to various degrees and with various intensities within all complexes of quantum events.

V is for View:

These singularities cannot be measured.  They are outside the limits of the known world.  They cannot be viewed because they are the viewer, they cannot be known because they are the knower, they cannot be created because they are the creator.  The infinite passes through these infinitesimal breaks in the ultimate to endlessly generate the threads from which the finite world is spun.

Each subjectivity is a singular inexistence, is existence-bending out of the synthesis of determinate order into individual liberty, into variant disorder.

Physics is a study of the world.  Physics is a study of existence.  Physics is the study of the determinant order made of the synthesis of these threads into a common cloth.  Any time, any space-time known to physics cannot be this ultimate space-time.  Any existence measured by physics cannot be this unmeasured ground.

All points of view within physics are necessarily secondary and objective points of view.  The subjective point of view is the primal view from which all secondary viewpoints are derived.  The primal point of view cannot be seen because it is the hilltop from which the secondary world is observed.  The moment this prime point comes into view, the viewing process ceases to be physics and changes to metaphysics, ceases to be measurement and changes to creative imagination.  The prime point belongs to the dreamtime and not to the world that it generates.

W is for World:

The world will never believe this because it is the world.  The world is public and cannot be extracted from the public brain.  The brain known to science is simply the external framework that the transcendent singular attaches to.  The mind is what the subjective weaves to attach it to the objective.  The mind is neither fish nor foul, neither transcendent subjective nor measurable objective.  It is the information states generated by the interaction of information’s infinite weightless potential and its physically measurable material product.

There is no resolution of this argument within the world.  All resolutions are private and transcend the limits within which public demonstrations are possible.  If the infinite that shoots endlessly through the infinitesimal break that is the soul were to enter the finite it would shatter it.  It cannot beak the soul because the soul is the ultimate break, the ultimate rip, the ultimate inexistence, which cannot be destroyed because there is nothing to destroy, and yet this soul is the endless inversion of existence that generates all variation in existence.

It is the polar opposite of the world and the ground that generates the world.  All meaning is generated by its interactions to weave the flesh from the unflesh, to weave the unholy from the holy.  It is the primal unworld, the logos that makes all things.  Since the world views itself as existence, it is the unview that is the pure inexistence of the world.  Scriptures says of this primary “I am the vine.”

X is for Xenos:

This primary within the kingdom of heaven within the heart is the ultimate xenos, the ultimate otherness to the world.  Scripture says of this xenos “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh to the Father, but by me.”  Scripture also says of this xenos “I am the door: by me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”  Scripture also says of this xenos “in the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God.”  “The same was in the beginning with God.”  “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” “And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”

This xenos is the pure other, the light that seems darkness to the world because it is the world’s creator.  The light that is not comprehended by the world, that seems utterly strange to it.  This xenos is the pure singular spirit, the Christ, Krishna, Buddha essence at the root of the soul where it enters as the atman, as the “Son” of creativity that pours forth from the Father, from the Brahman, Nirvana, ultimate otherness.

Buddhist scripture says of this xenos, this Buddha gate to the ultimate Nirvana, only that it is “gone, gone, gone, utterly beyond.” The idolatrous world sees only the flesh, only the words of the world’s scripture, only the dogmas of the world’s holy faith.  As it looks with hate rather than with love, it is the “darkness that comprehended not.”

Y is for Yin:

The paradox of the world is that the world seeks for the key to this primal creativity in the Yang, in the ego, in the self-centered choices of the frontal lobe brain.  Yet, this dark gate that gives light to the world is hidden the depths of the lower brain, in the Yin of brain function that forms the egg, the zygote, the womb that nurtures and gives birth to all higher thought.

Yoga is the attempt to reach this root of dreams and consciousness through the mechanism of mediation and thereby enter into the pure essence of the subjectivity it generates.  Yoga is the search for the pure Christ-mind, pure Buddha-mind, pure Krishna-consciousness that it is the only gateway to salvation, is the only window to the light of God.  In the West this pursuit is known as contemplation.  It is the very same project described by great Christian monk Thomas Merton in “Seeds of Contemplation.”

This pure inner word is the true shepherd of all outer form.  It appears as “Aslan the Lion” in the children’s books of C.S. Lewis.  The word enters in radically different form at the heart of each subjectivity, yet all these different form are but separate visions of the one, there is only one only begotten Son, only one Buddhamind, entering into the billions of individual subjectivities in billions of different ways.

This Yin is the polar opposite of the world’s ego Yang.

Z is for Zen:

The world is trapped in the “Pharisee” dogmas of the right brain and the “tax-collector” calculations of the left-brain.

It is trapped in the pride and lust of the world’s “Yang” hungry egos.  It is lost and cannot find its way back to the lost Eden, the lost “Yin” womb, the lost “Tao,” of the cosmic dream.

The Japanese Buddhist discipline known as “Zen” attempts to help the world find that lost womb by freeing it from the grip of the frontal lobe ego.  The frontal lobe ego is the verbal interpreter of the brain.  Zen seeks to break that verbal interpreting habit in order to force the ego back into the lower brain dreamtime of its lost innocence.

Even so, Zen, like the Catholic monasticism of Thomas Merton, and the Protestant holiness of C.S. Lewis, is part of the world and is inevitably part of the world’s darkness and idolatry.  The way back to the ultimate lies through the ultimate and not through the world except as the world is made a place of sacrifice and love.  Only when the world becomes a cross on which the flesh can be disciplined can it help the soul in its inner quest.

The world must be inverted if it is to find its hidden inner truth.  Only altruistic love can accomplish that inversion.

Zen, yoga, and contemplation assist us in detaching from our finite idols and diversions.  They help us see beyond the shadows cast by external form.  Yet, faith without works is dead.  Zen without compassion is hollow brass.

