A is for Anima:

Susan Blackmore has written an excellent book called “The Meme Machine” in which she develops the notion of Richard Dawkins that culture is transmitted by replication units (replicators) that Dawkins calls “memes.”  In my own writing, I distinguish between replication through perceptual memory, oral language, written language, printing, electronic transmission, and computer language.

Blackmore suggests that the self is nothing more than a complex of genes and memes.  She also suggests that the self as a meme complex may not truthfully reflect reality.  However, she seems to wish to substitute her set of alternative memes: parsimony, skepticism, science, reductionism, for the memes of self, astrology, anima, soul, subjectivity, supernatural, gods and goddesses, theology, metaphysics.

She does not seem to notice that she plays the “altruism trick” by associating self, astrology, anima, soul, subjectivity, supernatural, gods and goddesses, theology, and metaphysics with deception, falseness, superstition, and ignorance and science and reductionism with truth, enlightenment, reason, intelligence.  She does not seem to notice that the skepticism meme complex has tricked her into rejecting the anima, into rejecting the soul.

Blackmore uses the phrase “altruism trick” for the way that religion associates itself with benevolence and altruism.  

B is for Blackmore:

Blackmore does not seem to notice that science plays the same trick with notions such as reason and truth.  I still remember the way that the old-line anti-drift geologists ridiculed my own belief in “continental drift” as bad and irrational.  I remember how Barbara McClintock’s belief in “jumping genes” was ridiculed by the old-line geneticists.  Science as truth is a meme that replicates itself independently of its utility; the same is true of the reductionist and skepticism memes.

Blackmore does not seem to notice a cultural meme complex organized around the notions of parsimony, reductionism, empiricism, science, technology, physics, skepticism that supports a certain way of life that is part of the explosion of the technical meme complex that Blackmore describes in her book.  Blackmore does not seem totally aware that her very skepticism is an action of these memes.

If you banish the reviewing self, if you banish the theater of the mind, you also banish the reviewer, the judge, the philosopher.  You also banish the ability to be objective, to determine what is rational and irrational.  What Blackmore calls reason is simply the run away actions of her skepticism meme complex.  Why is her skepticism meme complex anymore rational in the end that the theological meme complex?  If it is all only a struggle for existence between completing memes, who is to say what is true.  If I am only a meme complex, how can I judge?

C is for Context:

The problem with these reductionist approaches is they want to have a figure without a ground, an objective reality without a subjective source, a measurable end without an immeasurable beginning.  They represent the meme for focus on the here and now put on the throne and allowed to rule over all other memes.  They represent the meme for left-brain thinking allowed to suppress any right brain notions.

The finite world of evolution runs on the laws of thermodynamics.  The second law of thermodynamics requires an infinite ground to create the improbabilities that emerge in the finite to decay toward entropy.  Given an infinite possibility, the improbable becomes probable.  Therefore the ground of existence is full of improbables, it has a magical, miraculous, a supernatural aspect.

Religion is right brain talk about the subjective ground of being (Heaven, Purusha, Nirvana, Tao, Holy Spirit) just as science is left brain talk about the objective world of facts that has emerged from that subjective possibility.  Religion invents all kinds of magical notions about creation.  Because the improbable becomes probable given the infinite, they are all likely to be true in someway at some point in the infinite context of being, but quite unlikely to be true in the here and now.

Religion and science are two kinds of thinking representing two different contexts.  

D is for Deep:

The soul, the spirit, the true self exists at a deeper layer where the subjective ground of being is shattered into objective form.  Without the existence of this soul, there would be no real choice, no real consciousness, no real self.

This deep layer is not invented to explain any particular aspect of the objective world.  It must exist in order for the objective world to exist at all.  The finite cannot emerge from nothing.  The objective cannot emerge from nothing.  The rational cannot emerge from nothing.  Truth cannot emerge from nothing.  There is an infinite supernatural subjective source that provides the ground that is churned and shattered into the quantum reality of the objective world.

Blackmore’s emphasis on a reductionist source for the mind is not based on reason, but on an irrational preference for reductionism that is driven by the skeptical meme complex that supports the emphasis on technical and scientific activities that is generating the materialistic modern world.  Blackmore is simply a brain irrationally replicating the skeptical meme complex.  She offers no evidence for her prejudice except that there is no need for any other explanation.  She is a slave of the skeptic meme.

But how do you have a measurable surface without a deeper core? How do you have an objective judgment without a subjective judge?  How do you have form without the formless, fact without a ground of possibility?

E is for Everything:

The physicists offer us a theory of everything that is actually a theory of nothing.  They generate magic without giving it any source.  Quantum reality cannot exist without and observer.  Meme complexes are observed phenomena and do not quality as the required observer.  There must be an infinite observing subjectivity to create the finite observed objects of the thermodynamic world that decay to entropy. 

The probable is generated from the improbable.  The objective emerges from the subjective.  The human mind may be a complex of memes and genes stored within the brain, but the endless subjective must break into it and be shattered by it before there is deeper meaning to its finite thoughts.  That deeper subjectivity mocks those who deny it and makes liars out of those who claim it is not there.

The real problem is that scientists like Blackmore are slaves of the humanistic meme, the meme that says, “man is the measure of all things.”   Because this meme places humans on pedestals, it is easily propagated in human thought.  Thus, the panpsychist alternative does not occur to most people.  They do not consider the possibility that subjectivity exists within all objectivity, that there is a deep self at the existential core of all things.

For the panpsychist, the subjective self is not something new introduced to explain the human mind; it is simply the internal aspect of the one reality that pervades all things.  

F is for Free Will:

Blackmore appears to have given some thought to the panpsychist possibility, but she confuses it with consciousness.  She allows it no existential power.  Her version of subjectivity gives it no free will.  Here the problem is that she is not reductionist enough.  She seems to be a prisoner of the meme that connects scientific fact to actual fact.  She is unable to reduce things beyond the reductionist approach taken by science.

What if the subjective ground of being shatters the world beyond the range of the quantum into an infinitesimally fine powder that merges with the infinite itself?  What if real freedom existed at this deeper level, in the creative generation of quantum alternatives, in the choice of alternatives by the creative ground of subjectivity itself.  What if the external choosing was only a sham choosing, an attempt to trap the deeper soul complex into investment in the objective world?

This is a possibility that we do not consider because there is no meme complex that favors it.  Memes that suggest the existence of otherworld powers divert attention from the public world.  All the memes that appear to relate to other worlds are sham otherworld memes.  The otherworld memes of religion and new age philosophy support institutions and movements within this world.  A truly otherworld supporting meme would be selected against because it would lack the necessary this-world structure to support it.

G is for Gestalten:

Just as our genes can fool us, so our meme complexes can fool us.  If we are to find the larger pattern, we must do so independent from any of the public systems we normally use to discover truth.  All of these systems are compromised by the institutions and meme-complexes that we use in our daily lives.

The empirical meme systems are useful for determining the nature of the visible world.  The educational meme systems are useful for applying this information to practical ventures.  The artistic and musical meme systems are useful for developing entertainments and diversions.  Mathematical and logical meme systems can explore various possible combinations of information.

If mathematics and its exploration of the logic of information is the polar complement of art as the exploration of the mutability, the energy of information, then what is the polar complement of the empirical and the educational?  The mythical, religious, the holistic is the polar complement of the empirical.  The existential, the private interpretation, the subjective creation is the polar complement of the educational, the public world.

The transcendent ground of the whole and the private, of the mystical one and the existential soul, is the polar complement implied by the objective world of atomic measurements and public replications.  The larger metaphysical gestalten are implied in the smaller particle.

H is for Hidden:

The existential, the creative subject is the implied complement to the meme systems that replicate in the public world.  This existential source is the unique; the conserved variant that chooses the world that generates emergent evolution and natural replication of information codes.  It is the breaking and shattering of existence by its pure freedom that makes new order possible and the emergence of public systems of order from quantum uncertainty.

Blackmore would have a certain free will, a proven free will, but freedom cannot exist where its nature is contained and its results predetermined.  The mechanisms of this world (including those of the brain) emerge from a deeper uncertainty beyond the limits of science.  It is necessarily beyond the limits of science, because science is mechanistic and predictable mechanism would destroy true freedom.

The nature of the brain can be predicted.  The false free will of the brain is only a hollow mechanism.  The true creative freedom of the hidden unbeing that chooses the possibilities that create the emergent world necessarily remain hidden to science.  To expose them to science is to destroy them, to yoke them to the mechanisms of the finite world.

Blackmore is trapped in the meme system that elevates science to a god like status. 

I is for Inside:

Blackmore insists that since science is truth, any free will, any true freedom must exist within the confines known to science.  If science does not demonstrate its existence, it cannot exist.  But, Blackmore is as much a slave of the “science is truth” meme as a preacher is a slave of “the religion is good” meme.

The world of the memes is the world of communicated and replicated information.  The polar complement to this world is the unworld, the unreplicatable, the uncommunicated private being that exists as the source of replicated and communicated public being.  The memes in our brains trap us in the public world and we fail to notice that this public result flows out of a private source.

This private source needs no explanation, no public demonstration, no public proof.  This private source is the utterly obvious, the utterly primary, the utterly pure ground of differentiation that is the source of the world of replicated and public communicated being.  It is the non-being that is the free variation that generates the replicated being of the visible worlds.  It is the axiom.  It is the hidden inside that makes the outside possible.  All things assume it and no things make sense without it.

Memes, atoms, quanta, measurements, objective attributes are surface characteristics that it attaches to and uses to cover its pure nothingness, its pure freedom, its pure brokenness, its pure death, its pure life, its pure creation.

J is for Junction:

The brain has evolved as a place where greater inversions of inexistence can be trapped.  The most powerful centers of inverted being, of creative nothingness, the most powerful rips in the ultimate provide greater opportunities to navigate alternative hyperspace to the brains that capture them.  These centers reinterpret existential possibility without altering the visible.  Their creative effects are infinitesimal, yet spread through the infinity of subjective becoming.  Because they change the ground of being rather than the form of its manifestation, they can alter probability within the ultimate without changing the local order.

Replicators, genes and memes attached to an organism that has trapped a great soul will not be altered, rather the larger reality in which they replicate will stretch at its edges and the final result will tip in their favor in ways that are undetectable because they occur in the hidden ground that generates local mechanisms, without disturbing those mechanisms themselves.

The brain has no psychic powers.  The brain is a juncture where normal physical powers contact rips in the ground of being that alter existence at its core.  These changes cannot be measured because they alter the standards of measurement themselves.  The brain is a junction of the real and the unreal that is the creative beginning of the real, of the pure freedom that generates the pure probability of the world.

K is for Kinds of Brain Function:

The brain sets out its traps.  It is a net that draws the soul slowly into its brain stem core and encourages the soul to unfold its nonbeing, its infinitesimal nothingness into the finite somethingness of the brain’s neural systems.

Each part of the brain monitors a different kind of relating.  The spinal cord maintains the vegetative functions of the body; the medulla at the base of the brain regulates these functions as it might in some ancestral tunicate attached to a rock.  The free-swimming vertebrate oriented itself using hindbrain functions that later developed into the cerebellum and reticulate system.  The reptilian brain is centered on the emotion regulating functions of structures like the amygdala.  The mammalian brain is rooted in the limbic system, the primate brain in the right hemisphere, and the human in the left hemisphere and the frontal lobes.

The virtuous person depends upon the effective function of the left frontal lobes and its ability to plan and communicate its plans.  The left hemisphere encourages a positive and happy mindset.  When the human is rejected by his community, he falls back on the permanent depression characteristic of the right hemisphere.

Major threats to the organism cause it to retreat into the neurotic avoidance associated with the dominance of the limbic lobes.  An organism totally rejected by its community will retreat to criminal and addictive compulsions associated with the reptile brain complex.

L is for Lower Brain Functions:

A brain that is deeply compromised in its function will retreat into a psychotic dream world centered in primitive hindbrain systems associated with the ancient vertebrate brain.  Challenges that threaten life itself will bring more significant shut downs as the organism retreats into the medulla and spinal cord, as it enters into catatonic states or into coma.

In the symbolism of the brain, the spinal cord and hindbrain systems are the creator, are God, since they generate both the dreamtime and the waking world.  The ancient notion of “Dreamtime” (Heaven) symbolizes this hindbrain as the creative source of all higher brain states.  God as the creator of light symbolizes the primary role of the reticulate system in the brain stem as the beginning of waking consciousness.

The left hemisphere of the cerebrum is a New Testament world in which the positive grace of the reticulate system is effectively illuminating left cerebral reality and left cerebral expression.  The right hemisphere is an Old Testament world in which Adam and Eve have been cast out of Eden and wander in sin (depression).  The world of fear and neurotic shame associated with the dominance of the limbic lobes is symbolized by hell and the animal passions of the reptilian brain that rule this hell are symbolized by “Satan.”

M is for Memeplex:

Blackmore describes various memeplexes.  One of the most important is that of the “self.”  The notion of the self is a powerful meme because it puts emphasis on the key role of the interpreter module in the left frontal lobe.  This module is responsible for the way the brain interprets itself to the outer world.  The left hemisphere of the cerebrum tends to have a realistic and positive mindset.  The frontal lobes are centers of planning and evaluation.

Any meme that causes the left hemisphere to receive emphasis over the right, and the frontal lobes emphasis over the posterior lobes, will emphasize the most human aspects of brain function, those which are most responsible, most verbal, most realistic and rational.  Memes, which emphasize these aspects of the personality, support behavior that benefits civilization and socialization.  

The interpreter module of the brain is likely to remember and to replicate memes, which support its supremacy over other brain functions.  The interpreter module and the self-memeplex promote each other.  The triumph of one tends to bring the triumph of the other.  Just as the human condition, and particularly the civilized, the modern human condition, is associated with the triumph of individualism, of the self-memeplex, so also with the triumph of the interpreter module.  Modern forms of psychotherapy seem to center on promoting the interpreter module in its leadership role in the brain.  The self-memeplex plays a key role in this.

N is for New:

The newest brain functions are those associated with the highest status.  The interpreter module is the module used by the leader of the tribe.  People with lower status are silenced.  They retreat into a right hemisphere depression or into limbic lobe centered neurotic avoidance.  Those rejected by the tribe retreat to its edges and indulge in reptilian brain focused criminal and addictive behaviors.

Mental disease and physical disease cause further retreat into a world of hallucinations, dreams, and catatonic states or into coma, as hind brain based primitive patterns dominate upper brain based newer patterns.  The self-memeplex benefits by its association with high social status and success in the individualistic world created by modern industry and modern technology.  The self-memeplex benefits by its association with good mental and physical health.

The self-memeplex and the interpreter module provide a convenient screen for the more primitive animal aspect of the human animal.  The high functioning human is able to mask animal motives behind a smoke screen of virtue and high-sounding speech.  Upper classes, using the human ability to perform this magical trick, often get away with calling themselves nobles.  Chiefs, kings, and pharaohs (the Emperor of Japan) often passed themselves off as gods or sons of god.

O is for Only Soul:

The brain traps many souls.  The interpreter module is the attachment point for the lead soul.  It is in the interest of a lead soul attached to an interpreter module in a left hemisphere frontal lobe to encourage memes that give the interpreter module special status.  The self-memeplex is just such a set of memes.

The confusion of the notion of soul with the notion of lead soul and the functions of an interpreter module serves the lead soul’s selfish interest in its struggles to gain control of the brain.  In return it encourages the replication of the memes of the self-memeplex.  That the triumph of the interpreter module and the self memeplex is usually associated with the superior function of the organism, with superior social status, with superior mental health, only puts more energy into the resulting delusion.

The interpreter module is deluded into believing that it is the only soul of the body, that it is a self, that it represents a virtuous spiritual being rather than a complex of animal genes and memes.  It is deluded into believing that it can freely choose what to think or what to do.  It is deluded into thinking that it is in control.

In reality its creative freedom exists only within the soul’s infinite subjectivity and not within the finite objects and processes of body and brain function.  Once the soul attaches to a physical state, it looses all freedom and is caught up in mechanistic chemistry and physics.

P is for Practical Reason:

Kant pointed out that when pure reason fails, practical reason must replace it.  Blackmore shows that the brain functions are nothing more than a complex of memes and genes.  Morality and reason are automatic responses of these genes and memes acting in their own self-interest.  There is nothing to prevent our immoral actions and irrational thoughts driven by chance combinations of memes and genes that happened to win out in the struggle for survival.

There were Nazi sponsored experiments with eugenics that were supported by memes that confound scientific experiment with truth.  These same memes can delude us into a position that accepts no higher truth than this mindless competition between genes and memes controlling brain states as part of a Darwinian struggle to survive.

There is no place for free will, for moral choice, for the soul in the world described by science.  Yet, that finite world cannot exist without some larger infinite ground to create it.  We must act as if our soul, our moral center, our ability to chose on a higher level emerges from that higher level of refinement, that deeper level of truth.  If we yoke ourselves to the package that we see, we may miss the meaning that we cannot see.

Science is a wonderful guide to the factual world.  Existence is more than fact. 

Q is for Quality:

True quality must exist at a higher level, a hidden level.  Deeper meaning is necessarily prior meaning, invisible meaning.  The visible is the outer surface.  We cannot limit ourselves to this surface.  We must believe in something more.  We must take a chance on the existence of higher things that we cannot see.  Otherwise we risk loosing what has real value.

If all things were blind chance, then we would have taken the option we take anyway.  But, if there is a possibility of something more than blind chance, we must opt for that possibility.  

But, before we go further down this road let us look at the options that Blackmore presents to us.  Blackmore does not distinguish between different kinds of memes.  She drops a primitive materialism upon us without any sophisticated analysis of its implications.  This is the problem created when scientists inspired by the “science is truth” meme think they can banish two thousand years of Western philosophy and stand on higher mountaintops then Aristotle and Plato just by stating a handful of facts about the brain.

Linguistic analysis has had a lot to say in the last hundred years about the mind and its memes.  Wittgenstein has had much to say about families of word meanings.  Memes operate at a psychological level of organization, thus they are not strictly comparable with genes. 

R is for Reductionism:

When philosophers like Wittgenstein have attempted to analyze memes rationally, they have found families of meanings.  A meme can quickly mutate into a new form.

Kovesi’s book “Moral Notions” finds that words have a material element and a formal element.  The material element is left hemisphere and associated with particular attributes.  The formal element is right hemisphere and limbic lobe and associated with the fulfillment of human needs and wants.  Moral notions introduce a frontal lobe aspect by describing the needs of humans as the agents that generate the language that describes the objects that fulfill those needs.

Memes do not exist at a single level.  Their interaction with the human brain and the human system of communication is complex.  Philosophers of mind like Gilbert Ryle describe some of these complexities.  Ryle points out the danger of category mistakes in his book “Dilemmas.”  A category mistake results from confusing two different categories of things: thus a college with the university it belongs to.

Blackmore’s reductionism can be dangerous.  Like the accountant that has discovered that everything in the building can be reduced to assets and equity in the books of account, things that these items are nothing more than the dollar values he has given them.

S is for Schopenhaur:

Blackmore leaves us where David Hume leaves us: with a lot of memes that are running the show.  The self as a moral agent, as rational agent, as an agent with real choice, is now banished.  Instead of calling these items “sense data” we call them “memes.”  The result is the same: atoms of information that associate randomly in some kind of Darwinian selection within the brain.

Two hundred years ago, Kant reacted to Hume’s reduction of reason to sense impressions by questioning the whole edifice of Western philosophy and turning to ethical and moral questions as an alternative focus.  Kant gave a rational argument for the primacy of the will.  Rousseau was the first to speak out for the will of the individual as something fundamental.

Fitche developed this romantic notion further by claiming that the world was simply an idea developed by the individual.  Schopenhauer believed that consciousness was a thin crust covering an interior that was filled with striving and desire.  Schopenhauer and Nietzche emphasized the irrational nature of human existence at its core.

Kierkegaard put great emphasis on the importance of the subjective aspect of truth and the importance of choice between alternative ways of life.  Jaspers put great emphasis on subjective interpretation.  The genuine self is unique and nonobjective.  The genuine self is open to new possibilities to an infinite extent.

T is for Truth:

Blackmore oversimplifies the case for memes.   She attempts to reduce them to simple replicating units.  Yet, there is an emotional element, an irrational element to human memes.  Memes are used to communicate between human brains and presume all the emotional and moral operations of the human mind.

There are whole families of meanings associated with the notion of self and with the other memes that are commonly associated with this notion.  Just because these memes participate in Darwinian processes does not make them false.  There may be instances where there is selection for deception and other instances where there is selection for honesty.  The notion of self need not be a deception or an illusion in all of its aspects.

Blackmore’s desire to reduce everything to brain function but no further is itself a result of the sometimes true and sometimes false meme that associates science and truth.  Why stop the reduction process at the brain function level?  Why not continue till everything is reduced to its ultimate subjective nothingness?  Why reduce things to scientific observation, but not to the observer’s inner core?

Blackmore says that the meme for inner core is just a meme and therefore a deception?  Then why is the meme for scientific truth not also just a meme and therefore a deception?  Materialism and naturalism are not based on reason.  They are based on meme driven preferences.

U is for Unseen:

Meme theory and the notion that the mind is a product of the Darwinian competition between participating memes are useful tools.  They cannot change the fact that local existence emerges from larger contexts.  The objective cannot banish the subjective.  The natural cannot banish the supernatural.  The finite cannot banish the infinite.  The public cannot banish the private.  The memes of the world cannot banish the self.  The outer public self cannot banish the inner private self.  Reduction cannot banish transcendence.  Being cannot banish becoming. Existence cannot banish existential non-existence.  Order cannot banish freedom.

Left-brain based empirical notions like those of Blackmore tells us useful things about practical daily reality.  We dare not ignore our right brain bases sense of these practical things belonging to a larger context and our frontal lobe sense of the moral responsibility associated with actions we take on practical issues.

The problem with skeptics like Blackmore is they are as deceived by memes that overemphasize left brain thinking as their opponents are taken in by right brain memes.  Existence is larger than any human frame of reference and has room for both skepticism and belief, for both physics and metaphysics, for both science and religion, for both the skeptical and the credulous, for both the seen and the unseen.

V is for Vitalism:

Henri Bergson pointed out that there is a gradient between the mechanical and the vital.  If we jump from one end of this gradient to the other we commit a category mistake.  There is a gradient from the objective to the subjective, from the public to the private, from the outer to the inner.

The assumption that we can know this inner world, this subjective world with the same certainty that we can know the objective world is false.

The images that we get, the data that we record about the mind and the brain are objective data.  They tell about the outer effects of brain states.  They cannot ever get us inside the subjective life of the brain.  We presume to know that subjective life from out knowledge of our own subjective life.

We must be careful that memes for putting trust in empirical data do not overwhelm us.  Bergson emphasizes the importance of inner life as something that can only be intuited.  Our inner being is unique.  Its subjective aspect cannot be measured, only its external surfaces, its external expression.  Images of the brain are only images of the brain.  Only I can tell you what it is like to be inside my brain.

In that sense the self-meme is accurate.  There is an inner self that is not accessible to you.  This self may function differently than I think it does.  Some of my ideas about it may be wrong.  But, there is still an inner self.

W is for Wrong:

If old ideas of the self are wrong, it is also wrong to describe the self as just a collection of memes in some kind of Darwinian struggle.  This is very obviously a category mistake of the kind that Wittgenstein and Gilbert Ryle would have tried to avoid.  A dog is more than its genes.  A mind is more than its genes and memes.  You cannot accurately reduce one level of organization to another for the convenience of scientists in love with their skepticism.

There is a sense in which Blackmore’s ideas are right.  Her notion of the self reminds one of that found in Buddhism and certain other forms of Eastern philosophy.  One is also reminded of some of the writings on addiction that blame addiction on a controlling ego that refuses to listen to other less verbal parts of the mind.

In the end her ideas are like those of Herbert Spencer, interesting interpretations, but wrong as far as giving an effective picture of what is really going on.

The left hemisphere of the cerebrum likes to think of reality as made up of little bits of fact, assemblies of atoms, molecules, genes, and memes.  The right hemisphere things in terms of mythologies, holistic interactions.  The frontal lobes look for plans and purposes. The limbic lobes for desires and impulses.

The brain is more than the function of its separate parts.  The left hemisphere may be a collector of memes, but the right hemisphere must be converted by an entire faith.

X is for Xian:

Xian is Chinese for restrict, or set a limit.  Emphasis on memes is one restricted way of looking at things.  Under the influence of the revolution and the philosophy of Voltaire, there was a brief classical period in French art followed by a growing romantic reaction in which the philosophy of Kant and the German idealists grew in importance.  With the growing influence of Spencer, realism and naturalism began to predominate.  This gave way in France to impressionism under the influence of Bergson and others.  The growing influence of existentialism encouraged expressionism and experimentalism.

The experimental (existential) is the polar opposite of the baroque mode of the classical (rational).  The experimental emphasizes freedom and the baroque emphasizes order.  Idealist classical (neoplatonic) is the polar opposite of the expressionist (instrumentalist).  Realistic and naturalistic (material) is the polar opposite of the romantic (transcendental).  The impressionistic (empirical) is the polar opposite of the symbolic form of the romantic (dialectical).  The first emphasizes the separate and the analytic, the second emphasizes synthesis.

These can be combined to form the eight corners of a cube in which the neoplatonic, romantic, impressionistic, and 

Existential surround the private face and the their opposites surround the public face.  The empirical and materialistic approaches are only a restricted part of the greater whole.

Y is for Yin and Yang:

There are three sets of Yin to Yang opposites in this scheme: private to public, whole to part, and fixed to flux.  The flux face is formed of romantic, existential, instrumental, and dialectical corners.  The fixed opposite is surrounded by the material, rational, neoplatonic, and impressionist.  The whole face is formed of the neoplatonic, rational, dialectical, and romantic and the part face of the instrumental, existential, impressionist, and material opposites.

The opposite of the private face is the material, instrumental, dialectical, and rational corners of the public face.  Assembled together this composes the eight corners and six faces of a cube or the six vertices and eight faces of an octahedron.

The empirical and material are a small portion of this larger whole.  The empirical and material are a part of the truth, but a part only.  Blackmore has been tricked by the “science is truth” meme into focusing on this small piece only and denying the possibility of a larger whole.

The competition meme is major source of the problem.  The tendency of our society to be caught up in the competition memeplex induces us to look on everything as a contest with a winner and a loser.  If science is a winner than everything else must be a loser is an easy mind set to follow into in a system that sees everything as a competition for supremacy. 

Z is for Zuoblan:

Zoublan is Chinese for left side.  The notion of a Darwinian struggle between memes is a left cerebral hemisphere kind of notion.  In contrast the image of God breathing life into Adam is a right hemisphere kind of notion.  These represent different kinds of systems just as music and politics are different kinds of systems.  The fundamentalist who attempts to put the Old Testament on a factual left hemisphere basis and the scientist that wants left hemisphere proof for right hemisphere beliefs are both confusing separate modes of thinking.

Blackmore does a good job of presenting the left hemisphere implications of the notion of a Darwinian struggle between the memes.  She fails to effectively make her case when she attempts to extend these notions in to right hemisphere territory.

Blackmore attempts to oversimplify and commits the fallacy of hasty generalization.  She indulges in special pleading for the skeptical point of view and appeals to the authority of science to make her case.

The East has long known that the mind and the self are simply complexes of memes with no real substance.  The East has also realized that real substance does not exist in the objective world but in the subjective ground (purusha or Buddha mind) that is the deeper source of all visible things.

Blackmore’s dogmatic rejection of this alternative demonstrates that the science memes hold her captive.

