A is for Africa:

Humans evolved in Africa.  Humans evolved from animal ancestors.  Plants simply use the energy freely given by the Sun.  Animals eat plants or other animals.  Humans are social animals that live in gangs and tribal groups that compete with other tribes for the available food.  Humans have the capacity to show a great amount of kindness to members of their family and tribe and yet be very cruel to members of other tribes.  The conflict between human tribes in Africa is no exception.  Africa has been the seen of terrible cruelties inflicted by one tribe upon another, or by one group within a tribe and other groups with lower social status.

Humans are able to behave this way because they retain the primitive reptilian and mammalian brain structures, such as the amygdala and basal ganglia, that allow lower animals to switch on the aggressive behavior that they need to display in order to discourage enemies and capture prey.  Yet, humans have also evolved complex executive function monitoring in the frontal lobes that allows them to plan and evaluate complex activities, to know the difference between right and wrong and understand and apply moral principles.

The right hemisphere temporal lobe provides a rich background of mythology and religious feeling that humans can use as mediators between their understanding of moral principles, centered in the frontal lobes, and their aggressive instincts arising from the ancient reptilian brain.

Africa is a museum of the evolution of this relationship.

B is for Belief:

This is not to criticize Africa.  In general, the tribal order of Africa lived in harmony with its environment till that harmony was disturbed by the intrusion of European and Asian cultures.  Aboriginal African belief systems are generally examples of the fragile balance between order and chaos that characterizes all human cultures.  In the European and Asian cultures that have plundered Africa, that fragile balance has been fundamentally disturbed.

The European and Asian belief systems entertained by those who plundered Africa were developed from the Yahweh worship of ancient Israel.  This belief system was influenced by the tribal faiths of the desert tribes moving from moist areas like Yemen under the influence of expanding population and declining rainfall.  Tribal groups were force to move and plunder.  As they did so, tolerant female fertility goddesses were replaced with intolerant and angry male war gods.  Jealous gods, they demanded everyone to bow to them.  They set down harsh rules, which were difficult to follow.  This made it difficult for foreigners to assimilate.  It left the plunderers with the upper hand.  It left the plunderers with a winning belief system based on shame and guilty.  The kind of belief system that Bradshaw describes as “toxic shame” based.

These belief systems are pain based rather than pleasure based.  They are intolerant rather than tolerant.  They emphasize guilt and shame rather than understanding and joy.  They are exclusive rather than inclusive. 

C is for Christian:

The Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant versions of the Christian, the Moslem, and the various science oriented humanistic systems (Marxist, Capitalist, and Environmentalist) are all influenced by these ancient intolerant beliefs.  Christians offer forgiveness to members of their local congregation only; otherwise their god is the ancient jealous god of Exodus.  Allah is simply a different face of the same god.  The humanism that emerged in Western Europe emerged under the influence of these beliefs.  Marxism, Capitalism, Environmentalism are all ruthless to non-believers that refuse to bow to their unbending rules.

These systems all favor formulas that are dry and dead, that squeeze the joy and feeling from truth in favor of the cold and ruthless.  These systems favor rules and prophecies written in ancient Hebrew, Greek, and Latin or lifeless statistical scores such as gross national product, net profit, stock market indexes, labor productivity, biotic productivity, pyramids of biomass, and pyramids of numbers.

It is all about the tyranny of the great imperial languages over other forms of speech.  English, Dutch, French, Italian, German, Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, Turkish, Arabic, Persian, and Urdu are the great tongues of European and West Asian Empire.  All these forms of speech have roots in the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great and the ancient Hebrew religion.

D is for Dutch:

This Western system assumes the Hebrew tribal point of view that its language community and its jealous god and his holy book of rules are all that is good.  Everything outside this chosen tribe, this holy language, is evil.  This narrow Hebrew tribalism is yoked to the Alexandrian Greek thirst for empire.  Greek terms, or Latin derivates of Greek terms, are developed (in some form of organized thinking derived from Plato and Aristotle) to provide the logical structure of the supporting thought system.

All of this is superimposed on some local language like Dutch, English, German, French, Spanish, etc. to develop an imperial point of view.  This imperial language system engulfs all till nothing is left.  All aboriginal systems are absorbed by it.  Its jealous god requires the total annihilation of all rivals.

Theologies are developed to support the imperial churches and religions associated with these languages: Anglican, Lutheran, Catholic, Orthodox, Moslem (Calvinist in the case of the Dutch).  Where theology fails, atheistic or agnostic systems are developed by the elevation of philosophical approaches and academic disciplines to positions of power where their bureaucracies can substitute for clergy: Marxism, Capitalism, Environmentalism, etc.

The jealousy and fanaticism of the tribal god is simply transferred to the new ideal: the dialectic, the free market, the gross national product, the pyramid of energy.  The imperial language is yoked to imperial doctrine.

E is for English:

The spread of the English language has been favored by England’s geography.  England lay at the center of industrial revolution generated by the energy bubble that resulted from the discovery of fossil fuels (See Marvin Harris on the role of coal in the beginnings of the industrial revolution in England).  The United States profited by its wealth of both coal and oil.  It became the new center of the expansion of industry through use of fossil fuels.  

New York, a city settled by the Dutch and captured by the English, came to play the central role in the development of these new economies.  New York became the center of a new North American Calvinism that soon developed a secular emphasis even stronger than the secular emphasis that characterized the economic empire of the Dutch.

This New York City Calvinism is based on a belief in predestination in which rich Christians are chosen by God to spread Calvinistic religion and free market capitalism.

The success of Calvinistic capitalism in plundering the planet is taken as proof of God’s favor.  America is proclaimed as the world’s savior.  New England capitalists found South Asian faith in karma, in actions taken in past lives as the justification for current social status, to be a useful tool in developing a modified New Thought Calvinism in which ones positive thoughts represent God in action in Christian Science, Religious Science, Divine Science laws of compensation that proclaim wealth as God’s reward for good thoughts and good actions.

F is for Free Market:

Calvinist theologians, New Age theologians, Free Market Atheists and Naturalist agree in the need to let nature take her course.  The Social Darwinists see Darwin’s laws at work, the New Age types see Karma and Dharma at work, the old Calvinists see the God described by Calvin and Saint Augustine at work.  All agree that everything that is happening is just what is supposed to be, as the rich get richer at the expense of the poor (lower classes, poorer nations, regions stripped of their resources to feed the consumer economy of the rich).

The problem with these free market notions is they assume unlimited resources and finite values.  They are unable to deal with the notion of the infinitely precious, the valuable item that cannot be replaced.  Thus, they cause infinitely precious resources to be sold for finite profits generating infinite losses.  The planets ecosystems cannot sustain infinite losses for long periods of time without showing irreversible losses, losses that may take billions of years to overcome, it they can ever be overcome.

What it is all about is described by Marvin Harris in books such as “Cannibals and Kings.”  Aztec warriors needing a supply of meat were quite willing to support a mythology that justified their eating the flesh of neighboring tribes people as a way of getting beat hearts to keep the Sun alive.  Human elites will develop outlandish mythologies to justify their reptilian actions with a humanistic sounding story.

Calvinism is just more theological garbage of this sort.

G is for Gods:

Gods are creations of the mythology generating areas of the right hemisphere temporal lobes.  Our gods are no better than our moral and ecological thinking.  Mythology can be used constructively or destructively.  If we allow our reptile brain to rule our mythology we can develop theologies that support Nazi and robopathic thinking.

Rigid thinking encourages god voices that are really nothing more than our personality disorders talking back to us: the borderline god of Christianity that generates a martyr, the antisocial god that calls the Moslem to be a terrorist, the dependent god that allows the Chinese Empire to justify the dependent status of the peasants, the schizoid thinking that justified the Zen based militarism of the Japanese Empire, the schizotypal religions of South Asia that allow discrimination against the untouchable, the compulsive behavior of the Orthodox Jew that allows him to shun the Moslem Palestinian, the avoidant belief systems of aboriginals based on irrational taboos, the Narcissistic thought systems of New Age self help, the false negativism of existentialism and humanistic atheism and the false positivism (or negativism) of Social Darwinism, Nazism, Stalinism, all are example of rigid thought, of the wrong god, the god of dogma allowed to rule an unhealthy, a rigid mind. 

As the world depends more on mechanical systems, there is a tendency to develop mechanical mythologies that substitute nature and evolution for the old fashioned gods.

H is for Human:

Any ideology that puts responsibility for creativity in the hands of gods, buddhas, Brahman priests, Darwinian evolution, free market forces, capital, machines, political parties, etc, diminishes human productivity.  Human self-actualization is strengthened only when human subjectivity is strengthened.  The great pluralist cultures, like the out-breeding Yukut Indians of the Central Valley of California, had very simple mythologies centered in the powers of individual members of the tribe.  Complex mythologies and theologies are usually developed in order to mask unhealthy systems that must find complex excuses for their destructive behavior.  Materialist systems that focus on external objects also diminish human productivity.  The human center needs to be simply focused in the unique visions of each separate human heart (limbic lobe connections).  This is the true Buddha, Krishna, Jesus savior, the endless Christmas in the manger of the inner heart.

