D is for Disintegration:

A disintegrating civilization suffers a loss of creativity on the part of its leaders.  Its leaders cease to be something that the people look up to, both those inside and outside the civilization.  The result is a need to use force in order to subjugate the common people within and outside the civilization.  At this point a great schism begins to take place in the society.  Class warfare within and barbarian war-bands without characterize the disintegration process.

The standards of art and morals begin to disintegrate as well.  The upper class begins to lower its standards in the direction of lower class tastes.  Religions and philosophies tend to be amalgamated into new syncretistic forms.  The development of common languages with debased grammar is a characteristic of this stage.  Disintegrating civilizations generate “times of trouble” that are so chaotic that the ruling classes and common folk willingly submit to the rule of oppressive universal states and universal religions that enforce obedience and mass conformity in order to maintain social order.  Disintegration proceeds by an alternation of routs and rallies, according to Toynbee.

According to Toynbee, disintegrating civilizations eventually attempt to escape from their problems by archaism, futurism, detachment, and transfiguration.  Revivals of ancient forms are examples of archaism.  Futurism seeks a utopia, a revolution.  The teaching of the Buddha is an example used by Toynbee for detachment.  Christian belief is used as an example of transfiguration.

E is for External Proletariats:

According to Toynbee, “External Proletariats” are alienated from the dominant minority and are separated by a frontier that can be drawn on a map.  Growing civilizations do not have clear frontiers.  The creativity of the upper classes casts a spell over the more primitive people around them and draws them toward the influence of the creative centers of the growing civilization.  Toynbee compares this influence to yeast acting on a lump of dough or of a light shinning in darkness.  He gives the example of the influence of the Syriac civilization on the Manchurian alphabet and of the Hellenic civilization on Buddhist art.

A growing civilization generates a charm, which attracts imitation.  When that growth ceases dominant minorities attempt to maintain the old influence through force.  This alienates its victims and they try to secede.  The rebellious victims break down into an Internal Proletariat under the control of the dominant minority and an External Proletariat beyond the frontiers.

Disintegrating societies do not exert uniform influence on the people.  Cultural, political, and economic influences extend beyond the central cities to varying degrees.  Cultural influence declines as political influence expands and economic influence expands the most of all.  A disintegrating civilization changes into a universal state of some kind, which radiates economic and political influence.  The External Proletariat has economic ties to the center.

F is for Force:

Force is used by a disintegrating civilization as a substitute from the charm that it used to influence neighboring cultures in its growth.  Barbarian societies beyond the frontiers cease imitating the culture of the disintegrating civilization, but continue to imitate the political and economic institutions the disintegrating civilization used to impose its influence.  Barbarian societies beyond the frontier may imitate the techniques the disintegrating civilization currently uses to accumulate and exert force on others as a substitute for the creative charm it formerly possessed.

Some of these societies may become better at applying these techniques than the disintegrating civilization, which has lost its ability to develop creative adaptations.  The result is a zone of lower culture beyond the frontier that has greater mobility and greater ability to wage war.  Predatory nomads surrounded the civilizations of Mesopotamia, Syria, and South Arabia.  China was surrounded by Tartars, Manchus, and others.  Rome fought the Germanic tribes beyond its borders.

When civilization starts to breakdown, the External and Internal Proletariats increasingly draw away from all aspects of the dominant classes, except for their reliance upon force and violence to maintain their rule.  The dominant minority uses force to keep the Internal Proletariat under its control.  It attempts to use force to subjugate the External Proletariat as well.

G is for Geography:

Geography provides a basic challenge to the growing civilization.  In Egypt, Syria, and Mesopotamia, civilization responded creatively to the challenge of the desert.  Western civilization was challenged by the ocean.  Eastern civilizations where challenged by their isolation.

Geography provides an opportunity to the External Proletariat, in its relations with a disintegrating civilization, by allowing the External Proletariat to withdraw beyond civilization’s frontiers.  The dominant minority conquers members of the External Proletariat that operate near its frontiers and use them to increase its Internal Proletariat.  Members of the External Proletariat that are geographically distant enough from the frontiers can escape this threat and withdraw to points beyond the reach of the dominant minority.

The force exerted to control a large geographic area can sap the strength of a civilization attempting to suppress and Internal Proletariat by force and also extend force to exert control over External Proletariats.  In the later stages of Disintegration, the frontiers, the limits of civilizations ability to apply force to maintain control, collapse inward.

In early stages of disintegration, there is a buffer zone between the civilization and the barbarians that surround it.  As civilization breaks down, this buffer zone begins to disappear and the barbarians approach closer and closer to the geographic frontiers.

H is for Happiness:

The dominant minority is the social class that associates happiness with the possession of wealth and power.  In a growing civilization, that happiness generating wealth and power is gained as a reward for productivity.  In a disintegrating civilization, that wealth and power is gained through the application of force.  

The Internal and External Proletariats are members of the social class that associates happiness with biological productivity, with the production of large numbers of offspring, with abundant crops and large numbers of livestock, with large catches of fish and sea life.  The Internal Proletariat is a happy as long as it is well fed and allowed to grow in numbers.  The External Proletariat is happy when it has access to the physical and biological resources it requires.

The happiness of the middle class is not as easily achieved.  The middle class requires stable homes and opportunities for its offspring to advance into positions where they can maintain enough wealth and power to insure the security of their homes and families.  The middle classes support the dominant minority as long as the growth it encourages increases their wealth and happiness.  The middle classes will support the dominant minority when civilization ceases its growth phase, as long as the use of force by the dominant minority also protects the homes and possessions of the members of the middle class.  When this fails to happen, the middle class may also rebel.

I is for Ideals:

The identification of separate civilizations confuses the issue of the life and death of cultural systems.  What we should focus upon is the life and death of systems of ideals.

Growing civilizations generate various models that are experimented with.  When civilization passes beyond the experimental stage these models become frozen in a “Classical Ideal.”  When a society attempts to extend these ideals to all areas of daily life, the result is a “Baroque” or “Rococo” phase.  The breakdown of this Baroque phase brings in an era of experimentation that will either generate a new period of growth and creativity or a return to the old cycle of rout and rally associated with the attempt to continue an ancient system of ideals that is now longer growing.

The result is that several civilization and several systems of ideals may be operating in society at the same time.  Modern civilization is a complex of ideals with roots in Hellenic, Syriac, Gothic, Islamic, Indic, Native American, and Far Eastern civilizations.  Some of these are continuing their long decay.  Others are stimulating growth.  There is a World civilization that is currently responding to the stimulus of space and space travel.  That civilization has no frontier because it is in its growth phase.  It is superimposed over the dying remains of various Western and Eastern civilizations that maintain dying institutions that attempt to use force to support the ideals associated with their disintegrating social systems.  The frontiers of the old lie across the growth patterns of the new.

J is for Judgment:

We make judgments based on ideals that include creative paradigms and idols associated with ancient traditions or with institutions possessing wealth and power.  Healthy societies have considerable access to creative paradigms.  Healthy societies are not paralyzed by their ancient traditions and established institutions.  Healthy societies can make healthy judgments.  

Healthy societies consider the happiness of the middle classes and proletariats before making decisions.  Disintegrating systems are focused on maintaining control and the narrow interests of the dominant minority and its associated institutions.  Disintegrating systems suffer a loss of the ability to render fair judgments.  They face a narrowing range of options constrained by a few traditional idols that excuse the use of force and violence by the ruling minority.  For example, the notion of “karma” that excuses the pretensions of the Brahman caste to exclusive control of Hindu religion.

Modern society is currently paralyzed by religious idols that it has inherited from its Hellenic, Indic, Far Eastern, Islamic, and Faustian past.  Western society is currently growing as a result of creative models generated by its attempts to explore space.  Examples are the models provided by cybernetics, systems theory, chaos theory, complexity theory, and information theory.  The institutions associated with the old idols are continuing their long decay.  Yet, new institutions are emerging.

K is for Karma:

Consider the ideal of “Karma.”  The ancient ideal of Karma has crystallized into an idol associated with the Brahman caste and the institutions of Hinduism.  The geographic limits of those institutions are largely those of India.  Gandhi developed a creative adaptation of the notion of Karma that drew on the Jainism of his local culture and was anti-caste.  Non-violence was a major aspect of that adaptation.  This adapted ideal has no limits and belongs to the culture of non-violence associated with people like Martin Luther King.  This growing culture has no geographic boundaries.

When dominant minorities attempt to establish universal states to maintain their power, there is a tendency to develop a universal language throughout that state.  The failure of creativity within the state encourages a focus on the spiritual and the entrance of creative religions ideas from neighboring areas.  Karma is an Sanskrit word.  Sanskrit was not originally an language of India.  It was brought into India by Indo-European language speaking nomads.  Hinduism and Buddhism appear to be religions that developed in the Indian subcontinent as are result of the disintegration of the Indus river valley civilizations that preceded them. The word “Karma” and the Sanskrit language it is written in and the Jain, Hindu, and Buddhist religions it is associated with, appear to be the result of the development of a series of universal states in response to governments using force.  Institutions associated with the Brahmin caste had great power in the Indic states.

L is for Language:

Universal states and churches tend to spread universal languages.  Mandarin was the language of the universal states centered on the Yellow River valley.  Greek was the language of the Hellenic states established by the empire of Alexander.  Latin was the universal language used by Rome.  Universal states developing from Syriac civilization spread Aramaic and later Arabic.  Italian was the language of Mediterranean commerce.  Spanish, Portuguese, French, and English were rival languages of overseas empire.  Persian, Turkish, Urdu, and Hindi emerged as universal languages when Aramaic, Greek, and Sanskrit lost their universal status in South and Western Asia.  Russian is now the universal language of Northern Eurasia.

Universal languages are created by the spread of political and economic power that takes place around the core of a civilization that is beginning to substitute force and violence for creativity.  The attempt to establish a universal state establishes political, economic, and military orders that spread vulgarized forms of classical languages.  It is difficult for a speaker to capture the subtle aspects of a second language.  Universal languages cease to be vehicles for subtle emotion and become vehicles for practical information instead.

Universal states encourage the emergence of universal religions and universal scriptures and sacred languages.  Sanskrit is the language of the Hindu Vedas, Arabic of the Islamic Koran, and Latin of the Roman Bible.

M is for Military:

When the creativity of a civilization begins to decline, it begins to turn to the use of force.  This encourages the build up of the military and the use of military power.  Rivalry between cities and status generates a “Time of Troubles.”  Universal states tend to emerge as solutions to this turmoil.  As universal states decay, they encourage the common people to turn to new religions.  These are taken over by subsequent universal state regimes and used to develop universal churches and holy works which are used by the dominant minorities to excuse military activities and to justify the imposition of standards of social and personal behavior approved by the dominant minority in service of the state and the dominant minorities interests.

Examples are the Latin scriptures of the Roman Church, the Greek scriptures of the Greek Orthodox Church, the Authorized Bible of the Anglican Church, the Arabic scriptures of the Koran, the German of the Lutheran Bible, the Sanskrit scriptures of the Vedas, the Pali of the Tripitaka, and the Mandarin of the Confucian Classics.  Most of the world uses one of these scriptures as its holy text.  All have been imposed by military force at some point

There are holy cities, holy persons: Rome and the Pope, Constantinople and the Patriarch, the British Monarch and the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Emperor of Japan, Mecca for Islam, Moscow for the Russian Orthodox.  All have been supported by military force at some point.

N is for Nature:

At first, local cultures exist in some form of balance with nature.  Religions serve as a way of supporting customs and rituals that help maintain that balance.  Many cultures in Africa, North America, Australia, and New Guinea (for example, the Maring of New Guinea) appear to have achieved states of balance prior to the coming of Europeans.  Examples are the Aboriginal peoples of California (for example, the Yokuts of the Central Valley) who often survived with minimal damage to their environment and minimal need for military activity.

Where agriculture allows the expansion of human populations, male dominated militarism develops in response to that increase in numbers and increased competition for decreasing resources.  As decreased resources bring starvation and conflict, cities and states cease to be creative.  They turn toward force and violence.  Universal states and churches replace local ritual.  Emperors replace local potlatch chiefs.  Heaven and Hell replace potlatch celebrations.  The redistribution of spiritual wealth replaces the redistribution of physical wealth as the main goal of the increasingly universal state.

Unable to be in balance with nature, unable to offer a physical utopia, a Garden of Eden, these universal states increasingly look to some future life or spiritual transformation through a Buddha, Jesus, Madi, etc.

No longer of this world, the Emperor comes to represent the other world.  The holy city is his connecting place.

O is for Obsessive:

These other worldly systems imposed by emperors and priests and supported by armies and military force, become increasingly rigid and obsessive.  They begin to take on the characteristics of the personality disorders that characterized rigid thinking in the mentally ill.  

The borderline personality is self-destructive.  The borderline tends to see things in black and white, as all good or bad.  Islam, Christianity, and Zoroastrianism tend to be obsessive in the borderline style.  Borderline thinking tends to grade into the self-obsession of narcissism, the hysteria of the histrionic, and the ruthless criminal charm of the antisocial.  These characteristics can be found in some of the cults associated with both Christianity and Islam.

Many forms of Protestant worship, such as the Pentecostal, verge toward the histrionic.  New Age and New Thought tend to support the narcissistic.  Cults such those associated with the Reverend Jim Jones and the Branch Dravidians of Waco, various Islamic terrorist organizations, the Taliban of Afghanistan, show the antisocial aspects of Christianity and Islam.

Isolated places, like South Asia, encourage problems of the schizoid (tendency to draw apart, to isolate) type.  Buddhism tends toward the schizoid.  Hinduism tends toward the schizotypal (eccentric behavior, having visions).

Jainism tends toward the paranoid (suspicion, desire for purity).

P is for Power:

The results of centuries of accumulated institutional methods for maintaining power and the accumulation of obsessive social systems can be seen in its purist forms in the Far East.  Shinto is an example of an obsessive compulsive religious system maintained by the power of the Japanese state.  Both Confucianism, and the Maoism that has replaced it in China, tend to encourage a state wide imitation of the dependent personality disorder with a dependence focused on the Emperor (or the Communist Party Secretary, in the case of Maoism).

The reaction to Confucianism, in the form of Taoism and local religious practice, appears to be a tendency toward the avoidant or the passive-aggressive forms of behavioral rigidity.  In general, most aboriginal responses toward power are to develop obsessive-compulsive rituals or avoidant “taboos” as a means of isolating and controlling them.  The aboriginal is avoidant, the aboriginal retreats when exposed to the power of the universal church or the universal state.  The state itself tends to be obsessive, tends to institutionalize rules supporting the systems through which it maintains control.  The dominant minority surrounds itself with an obsessive-compulsive priesthood that will maintain its rules to the letter.  It develops a military force that will use military power to ensure dependent behavior on the part of the Internal and External Proletariat.

Confucianism is a system for distributing state power.

Q is for Qumran:

Qumran is the site on the Dead Sea where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found.  Barbara Thiering has presented evidence that Christianity was developed out of a series of small groups associated with King Herod and his family that were promoting religious missions to Diaspora Jews and Greek speaking gentiles.  The gentiles were rarely allowed to know the full details of the mission.  Even King Herod was kept in the dark.  So the history of the mission was written in a code based on the pesher technique found in scrolls at the Qumran site.

Qumran is referred to in scripture with the Greek word for Jerusalem in the plural.  Many of the events referred to in scripture took place at Qumran, including the crucifixion.

The stories in the Gospels and Acts are pesher code stories.  This explains the many parallels that Toynbee has found between these stories and the Greek myths of the day.  They were written for Greek audiences and drew extensively on common Greek and Jewish myths.

These stories, many about events that took place in Qumran, or nearby, appealed to the imagination of the common people.  They became the basis for a new religion that developed within the Internal and External Proletariat of the Roman Empire as it went through a long period of disintegration ending in the development of a universal church, a Christian Church.  The Latin speaking branch of this Church would replace the imperial organization itself as the Roman Catholic Church.

R is for Religion:

The notions of the divine developed by these disintegrating civilizations are related to the geography of the area where the civilization developed.  Regions with unpredictable weather developed the notion of an all powerful God whose plans were incomprehensible to humans, thus Allah and Jehovah, who bring the unpredictable desert rains.  Regions with severe seasonal differences between Winter and Summer and significant development of vegetation in the Spring were more likely to develop the notion of a Devil ruling Hell and a God of Goodness ruling Heaven, along with the notion of an afterlife as a resurrection.  These notions first appear in the Zoroastrian beliefs of the highlands of Iran.

Religion in the monsoon region of South Asia tended to emphasize universal energy as Brahman appearing in some universal cycle of birth and death, of reincarnation (or samsara).  The name for religion in South Asia is “Dharma” and it refers to the universal law of truth and duty that is associated with this endless cycle.  

Religion in areas with a long history of civilization tended to put more emphasis on the state and the emperor as the source of order (Confucianism, Shinto of China and Japan).  Areas with long histories of chaotic state relationships tended to support religions with a less positive point of view about the world.  Thus, Jainism and Buddhism encourage detachment from material things, having developed in regions where disaster was expected.

S is for State:

The need for a military state is a sign of weakness, not of strength.  The modern civilization of the space age does not need a great military force to protect it.   That civilization is admired by all and requires no force to implement its system.  Western civilization is disintegrating.  The Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, the Protestant Capitalism of North America require universal order, the United States, the United Nations, NATO, etc. to maintain the false peace that supports the continued dominance of Western wealth and culture.

This balance between the creativity of the new order and the decay and violence of the old sustains the current equilibrium.  The planet hangs on a thread between growth and decay, between health and sickness.  The new computer culture belongs to the whole planet.  The old Greek and Latin culture is the possession of the West.  The privileged status the remnants of this culture confer on the West must be claimed by force.

The American state claims the title assumed by the British, which was taken in turn from the French and before that from the Holy Roman Empire of the Hapsburgs that once included Germany, Spain, and parts of Italy.  Ultimately this Western line can be traced through the Roman Church to the Hellenic Empire of Alexander the Great.  But he won his imperial crown from the Persians who had conquered, in turn, both Egypt and Mesopotamia.  It is the power of Pharaoh, of Babylon and Nineveh dressed in new clothes.

T is for Tolkien:

The fantasy tales of J.R.R. Tolkien provide mythical images of these powers.  The creative power of a growing civilization is symbolized by the stateless order of Frodo’s Shire.  The maintenance of order by force and violence in the tradition of Nineveh and Babylon is symbolized by Mordor and the Dark Lord.  Gondor is a civilization in decay because it no longer has anything creative to offer its neighbors.  Its traditions are supported by military force.  Gondor is slowly changing into a Mordor as its civilization disintegrates.  Some of its allies, like the Wizard Saruman, have already become miniature Dark Lords.

The road from the relatively disorganized colonies and their citizen soldiers that wrote the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights and didn’t believe in getting involved in foreign wars, to the international power that dropped atomic weapons on Japan and maintains an international network of spies coordinated by the CIA is the road of disintegration.  This road leads from growth to universal state.  It leads from accomplishments rooted in creativity and invention to accomplishments limited to military power, violence, and the use of force.

Johnson Space Center is a symbol of the creativity of American culture as something that belongs to the entire world, both East and West.  The Pentagon is a symbol of the disintegration of American culture to the extent it attempts to apply force to maintain the hold of Western civilization against the East.

U is for Universal:

When humans are in balance with their environment, it is a local affair with global implications.  When human civilization is growing, it is inventing new adaptations.  These adaptations attract the attention of neighboring communities.  When human civilization begins to disintegrate, the lower classes stop imitating the upper classes.  The upper classes must use force and violence to control them.

Military power starts to become increasingly important.  Communities begin to fight with their neighbors.  A “Time of Troubles” arrives.  Eventually a universal state emerges as the solution to the “Time of Troubles.”  As the universal state disintegrates, it resorts to further use of force and violence.  The lower classes react to this distress by looking to solace from another world and from external religions.  Eventually the disintegrating universal state generates a universal church.

Universal languages are commonly associated with universal states and universal holy languages with universal churches.  Arabic is the language of the Koran and of Islam.  Latin is the language of the Roman Catholic scriptures.  Greek is the language of the Greek Orthodox scriptures.  English is the language of the Anglican scriptures.  Sanskrit is the language of the Hindu scriptures.  Mandarin is the language of the Confucian Classics and the basic texts of Taoism.  Various forms of the Tripitaka, the holy works of Buddhism, are in Pali, Sanskrit, and Chinese.

V is for Vedas:

A religion in its growth phase is moving from primitive to transcendental notions of the spiritual.  This growth can be seen in the Vedas.  The Vedas began with simple notions associated with primitive polytheism and ended with the transcendental mysticism of the Upanishads.  A religion captured by a universal state and imprisoned within a universal church ceases to evolve.  Its writings become frozen as scripture and its leaders become institutionalized as priests.

The Gupta period of universal state development in India saw the rise of the Brahmin caste as the institutionalized priesthood of South Asia.  The Brahmins controlled the temples and the official worship of the state.  The scriptures were the Vedas and the holy language was Sanskrit.

This universal church came to clash with the universal churches associated with subsequent universal states that used the Koran as their scriptures and the Arabic as their holy language.  In the conflict that developed, products of earlier universal states, such as the Buddhist religion, began to disappear from the area where these warring civilizations came in contact.  The Bhakti movement began to take the place of Buddhism among the common people.  In the north, it stimulated the development of the Sikh scriptures and the Sikh religion.

Universal churches are products of the use of force and the uniformity associated with universal states.

W is for World:

Most people in the world look to the Vedas, the Confucian Classics, the Greek, Latin, English, or German, or Hebrew Bible, the Pali, Sanskrit, or Chinese versions of the Tripitaka, or the Koran as their holy scriptures.  Most people in the world associate Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Mandarin, Japanese, Persian, Sanskrit, or Pali as the language of holy faith.  Most people in the world are either Christian, Jewish, Moslem, Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, Neoconfucian, Neotaoist, Zoroastrian, Sikh, Humanist, Marxist, or follow some from of aboriginal, agnostic, atheist belief.

These belief systems are mainly the products of the universal states and the universal churches that associate religions with holy cities: Rome, Constantinople, Jerusalem, Mecca, Benares, Peking, Tokyo, and Kyoto.  These holy cities emerged as the result of the disintegration of the civilization associated with them and the use of force to quiet the troubles and the pressures associated with that disintegration increased.

The world is a battlefield in which universal states war in service of their universal faiths.  Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Shinto, Humanism, and Chinese Marxism divide the world into separate areas of influence.  Hinduism is largely confined to India.  Chinese Marxism is largely confined to China and Shinto to Japan.

Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism dominate the field.

X is for Xeric:

Islam largely a religion of deserts and ocean.  It spread across the desert regions of Northern Africa and Southwest Asia.  Arab traders carried across the Indian Ocean and through the Indonesian area.  Xeric means dry.  Much of the driest areas, the xeric areas of Asia and Africa follow the Islamic faith.

In contrast, Christianity has been a religion of temperate and Mediterranean areas and their associated oceans.  Christianity spread from Greek-speaking areas north into Russia and from Latin speaking areas north into Western Europe.  Missionaries and empire builders carried it to the colonies established by Portugal, Spain, Holland, England, and France.

Buddhism is a religion of the mountain valleys, peninsulas, and islands of Eastern and Southeastern Asia.  The Thervada form is found to the South and the Mahayana to the North.

The languages that divide the world are largely the effects of universal states and universal churches, or the movement of External Proletariats and Nomads under the influence of disintegrating universal states.  The Persian Empire used the Aramaic language and its script was copied in service of many different universal states.  A variant of this script was used for the Arabic of the Koran.

Arabic rules the xeric areas of Asia and Africa.

Y is for Young:

Young churches do not have to enforce adherence, they are sought after by the common people.  Young civilizations do not have to enforce adherence, the common people willingly imitate their leaders.  Young civilizations invent new machines, new forms of government, new forms of art.

Art and Music are at once decaying as the result of the final disintegration of the Baroque art and music that emerged as the Hapsburg and French Empires went through their final stages of disintegration.  Art and Music are also going through a growth phase as the Modern civilization associated with the exploration of space continues its creative growth.

The young and the old can be distinguished by the extent of their idolatry.  The young explores new ideals and new models.  The old makes an idol of the old ideals and repeats it till all the life is rung out of it.  The old embellishes a classical model till it becomes Baroque.

The Romantic, Impressionistic, and Expressionistic phases associated with the end of a Baroque phase can either represent the final death of a disintegrating civilization, the begins of the emergence of the classical models of a new civilization, or a crazy mixture of the two.  A creative phase actively explores a new classical model.  An imitative phase passively allows the old classical model to break apart.  It seeks experimentation for its own sake.  It ceases to look for the beautiful and the true.

Z is for Zenith:

The zenith of civilization is limited to a short period of time in a small number of places:  Athens for philosophy and drama. Florence for classical art, Vienna for music, London for the sciences, Philadelphia for government, Paris for Impressionism, New York for Wall Street and Madison Avenue, Detroit for the assembly line, Pasadena for the exploration of space.

The universal state and the universal church generate a silver age the imitates the golden age.  The glories of Rome and Constantinople are less than those of Athens and Florence.  Subsequent universal states and universal churches generate tarnished silver till finally there is nothing less than a whisper, as happened to the Egypt of the Pharaohs and the Babylon of the Chaldees.

Invention and creativity are necessary to reach a zenith.  Conformity and dogmatism turn gold to silver and silver to tarnish.  Civilization cannot be imposed by force.  What is imposed by force is a poor imitation.  This imitation decays.  It becomes more crude and more violent till it is finally stolen by robber bands from within and from without.  At this stage it enters a dark age and is characterized by anarchy and feudalism.  It is the fate of all people who seek to maintain their power by force.

The Alexanders of the world will impose their rule.  The Napoleons will seek universal empire.  It is the poets and the inventors that create true civilization.

