A is for Apocalypse:

The Book of Revelation is not what it seems to be.  There was a long history in Judah of constructing holy books that were made up in some way.  The books of Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, and 1 and 2 Kings date from the reforms of King Josiah of Judah.  In order to persuade the public to support these reforms, characters and events were made up.  A history was generated out of legend.  Minor chiefs of Judah, David and Solomon were made into great kings.

The Gospels and Acts are a double story, a story with more than one layer using a special pesharist language originally invented for the Gospel of John.  Revelation, the Apocalypse of John, is written in that same pesharist code.  It is actually a history of the meetings of the early Christian church in their meetinghouse in Ephesus.  It is a history written in several stages by different writers, as explained by Barbara Thiering in her book “Jesus of the Apocalypse.”

It begins with the 40s and 50s of the first century and continues into the 60s and 70s.  The original appearance of the lamb was the actual Jesus who had survived the crucifixion.  Part of the reason for the use of the pesharist code was to disguise that fact.

The marriage of the lamb described for 73 A.D. was the marriage of the son of Jesus.  Verses 22:16 say in pesharist code: “I am Jesus III.  I am present at the council and I send my pope to appoint John II bishop…I am David’s heir.”

B is for Bible:

The Bible, including both Old and New Testaments, is generally speaking, a long series of made up stories and myths invented to persuade people that events associated with Jerusalem and its kings and priests were especially holy in the sight of God. 

The Gospels, Acts, and Revelation were written to record the secret history of a “New Covenant” movement that was designed to promote the interests of King Herod (King of Judah under the Romans) among Diaspora Jews and among Gentiles.  Particularly important in this history is the Western faction of the New Covenant movement that came to be lead by a David priest (Christ) that we know today as Jesus.

Jesus was crucified by the Romans at Qumran on the Dead Sea at a time it was occupied by the New Covenant movement (having been abandon by the Essenes that originally resided there).  Jesus survived the crucifixion, but this was fact was hidden by telling the story in a special pesher code that would only be understood by Jews familiar with that method of writing.

References to Qumran were hidden by calling it “Jerusalem,” but using the plural rather than the singular of the word.  Geographic locations were further scrambled by calling the places frequented by visitors from a place by the locations those visitors came from.  Jesus did not frequent Galilee, rather Galilean places around the Dead Sea.

C is for Chronicles:

The books Leviticus, Numbers, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah were added to the original books composed in the time of the reforms of King Josiah, to promote a new series of reforms associated with the restored temple in Jerusalem at the time of the occupation of Judah by the Persians.  Popular prophetic books, stories, songs, and wise sayings were added to these books to make up the Old Testament as we know it today.

This version of Yahweh worship shows the influence of the monotheism, the messianic visions, and other worldly morality associated with the Zoroastrianism predominant among many Persians at this time.  These books take great liberties with history in order to promote the restored temple as the center of Jewish religion.

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron are all pious fictions drawn from vague experiences of the past when there was much coming and going between Judah and Egypt.  David and Solomon were not great kings, but petty chiefs that never ruled more than the tiny tribal territory of Judah.

The rest is hype and myth to promote holy sites within Judah, to promote the new temple and its priests and priestly practices.

There facts are clearly laid out in books like “The Bible Unearthed, by the Jewish archeologists Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman and “Who Wrote the Bible,” by R. E. Friedman.

D is for Dead Sea:

Most of the events of the Gospels took place around the Dead Sea rather than the Sea of Galilee.  The true locations were disguised in order to keep the organization of the New Covenant secret.  Although, Jesus was not generally involved in anti-Roman activities, many of his associates were important leaders of the zealots, who would eventually lead rebellions against Rome, including the rebellion that led to the fall of Jerusalem.

Qumran on the Dead Sea, the site associated with the Dead Sea scrolls, was where Jesus was conceived (he was born not far away) and he lived most of his early life in its vicinity.  Later he would move on to Ephesus and Rome.  He spent some of his time following the crucifixion with Paul, with whom he became closely associated when Paul married his daughter.

Both he and Paul were closely associated with the Herod family.  Sites around Qumran and the Dead Sea were important to the Herods.  Once Jesus left the Dead Sea area, he and his son in law Paul were often found working or associated with members of the Herod family.  For a long time, the branch of the New Covenant associated with Jesus was basically a branch promoting certain factions of the Herods and Jewish practices supporting their ascendancy.   The New Covenant organization had many branches.  Some of them were located for a while at the Qumran site on the Dead Sea.   Collections of scrolls at this site were the source of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls.

E is for Exodus:

Exodus is not a historical document.  Thomas L Thompson points out in “The Mythic Past” that there is little archeological or other historical evidence for any of the stories in the Bible.  Moses and the exodus are a legend.  The inspiration of that legend is in events over a thousand years later at the time of the Greeks when the books of the Old Testament were first assembled into the Septuagint in Alexandria.

Thompson points out that the collections of ancient scroll found at Qumran on the Dead Sea show the process of creation of scripture.  Fragments of stories were woven together to make larger collections.  The basis of these collections was not a sense of history but a sense of story, a search for a theme.

A major theme for the Jews was a search for identity.  Those who worshiped Yahweh existed in Fertile Crescent territory between Egypt and Babylon and were in lands fought over by the great powers.  Assyrian, Babylon, and Persia had resettled people in Palestine who may not have been originally Jews.  The empires told them they were Jews and encouraged them to develop a local identity as servants of the high God of which the Assyrian, Babylonian, or Persian King was the agent.

A mythical past from which they had escaped in Egypt could have served the imperial purpose in giving them a new sense of identity.  Moses was a pious fiction.

F is for Fertile Crescent:  

The climate began to become drier 100,000 years ago and became increasingly dry.  People were forced to find new ways to survive.  Around 10,000 BC, mortars and pestles began to be used to grind nuts and grains and people began to settle in places where the flour could be prepared and stored.  After 8500 plants and animals began to be domesticated.  Wheat, barley, oats, lentils, peas, and goats began the list.  By 6000, sheep, pigs, and cattle joined the list.  Settlements of 500 or more were common.

Overpopulation, drought, deterioration of the soil and other factors appear to have cause periodic abandonment of sites on the borders of arid areas.  Long droughts became more frequent forcing abandonment of agriculture in drier areas.  Herding practices using breeds of drought resistant goats became common.   By 3000 BC, nomadism and shepherds with flocks of sheep became common in the most arid places.

The Dravidian, Indo European, and Afroasiatic language groups had their origins in the agriculture and domestication of the Fertile Crescent.  The Dravidian languages spread from Iran into India where they would later be suppressed by the expansion of Indo European languages.  Indo European languages spread west and north into the Ukraine, where they would undergo a secondary expansion with the domestication of the horse.  Afroasiatic (Semitic) languages originated in the area of Palestine and quickly spread through the Sinai and into Africa.

G if for Green Sahara: 

There was once a green Sahara with rains that encouraged the growth of grass and the development of agriculture.  Afroasiatic people (Semitic language speakers) spread into this green land from the Fertile Crescent, carrying Fertile Crescent agriculture with them into Egypt and the Sahara. 

About 6000 BC, this great green grassland began to disappear.  Drought and soil deterioration cause the desert to increase in extent at a rapid pace.  Afroasiatic peoples became isolated by this process in local areas.  Refugees from the drought were driven into the Berber lands in northwest Africa and the Chad and Darfur regions to the south.  Others moved into Egypt.

With the spread of the desert across Sinai and Arabia, Semitic speaking people were driven north into Palestine and Iraq or south into Yemen.  These populations integrated with existing populations forming the sources of the Semitic and Afroasiatic language groups.

Around 3000 BC the climate became less dry for a while and there was a general expansion of agriculture into areas that are not cultivated today.  Grapes and olives were grown in the highland areas and sheep and goats were herded on the grasslands.  There was dry farming of wheat, barley, and oats in the valleys and on the coastal plain.

The Nile Delta was filled with lakes and swamps.  It was a refuge for West Semites fleeing from drought.

H is for Hebrew:

There were many different people that used Hebrew words in ancient Palestine and worshiped gods like Yahweh and El.  The Hebrew tradition of the Old Testament is a scholarly one.  It represents the scholarly tradition that happened to get written into the holy books.  It does not represent the actual history or the religion of the original Hebrew people.  Most of the original Hebrew people became Christian under the Byzantines and Islamic after the Arab conquest.  Their descendents are the Palestinians of today.

There is no historical recorded, no basis for belief in the great kingdoms of David and Solomon or for the existence of Moses, of the exodus, of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The archaeologists Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Siberman believe that the origin of the sagas of the Bible lies in reforms that the tiny kingdom of Judah was attempting to institute as the Assyrian Empire’s influence began to decline in the seventh century BC.  Much of the Bible is a late creation pushing the hopes of Judah for domination of the surrounding area.  Further revision was done by the temple priests of Jerusalem in the post-exile period.  Richard Elliot Freedman, in “Who Wrote the Bible,” makes the case for five sources of the first five books of the Bible.  There was an author from Judah and one from Israel.  There were Deuteronomist authors, and two Aaronid priests, one who assembled the Bible.

I is for Israel:

Thomas L. Thompson believes that Israel is a myth.  He believes that the books of the Bible are probably a creation of the Maccabees, when there was a struggle between the Hellenic kingdoms of Egypt and Syria over who would control Palestine.  He sees no reason to believe that the Samara may not be the original Israel and the Israel of the Bible, a product of the attempt of Persia to resettle people from their empire in a Jewish puppet state with its own fictitious literature.

This could mean the works of Ezra and Chronicles associated with the second Temple Jerusalem.  This would be the four source Bible described by Friedman as bringing together work from Judah, Israel, a Deuteronomic source (reforms of Josiah period) and Aaronid priests, one of whom would be Ezra.  But, Thompson has no desire to talk about particular authors.  He believe the whole attempt to look for any historical sources does not make sense, given the way that the scriptures appear to be assembled from bits and pieces in order to tell a story that relates to local problems and the interests of local priests and kings.

Whoever is right, it is obvious that the Bible is not a revelation of God.  It is the work of empires and petty local kings and priests fighting for power and influence.  Thompson points out that the Israel of the Bible was myth.  There were many actual Israels, most of them probably polytheistic, worshiping the combination of El, Baal, and Yahweh worshiped by their ancestors.

J is for Jehovah:

The monotheistic Jehovah is not a product of local religion.  Local religion made El the high god, and other gods like Yahweh were his agents, his angels, his children, his manifestations.  Monotheism was emphasized by the great empires.  The Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian empires pushed monotheism because monotheism presented the one law of the one king as the will of the one high God.

The Bible put together by Ezra to serve the needs of the newly rebuilt temple complex in Jerusalem, served the policy of the Persian empire of developing local religions as subsidiary religions of the one high God, source of the authority of the Persian king.  It was in the best interest of the Persian Empire to promote the notion of many different gods as aspects of the one God.  It was in the interest of the Empire to control the tendency of local centers to develop exclusive fundamentalist traditions.

Harold Bloom, in his book the “Global Brain,” contrasts the Athenian and the Spartan orientations, the impulse toward pluralism and the impulse toward fundamentalism.

Persia, Babylon, Assyria, and the Hellenic kingdoms had every reason to push pluralism.  They are the probable sources of the notion of Yahweh as a universal Jehovah that is merciful to all people, the notion expressed in the book of Jonah.

Judah was always a tiny kingdom, almost a chiefdom.  It a natural source of the impulse toward Spartanism.

K is for Kings:

First and Second Kings, as well as Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, First and Second Samuel, seem designed to puff up the importance of the tiny kingdom of Judah and its pretensions to power in the declining days of the Assyrian Empire.  First and Second Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Leviticus seem to be all about the restored temple in Jerusalem and the requirements of its priesthood.

Judah was a backwater place.  Jerusalem was a backwater capital.  The priesthood was a backwater priesthood.  It is not surprising that much of the meat of these works is basically Spartan in its orientation, is basically small town against big city, is basically suspicious of foreign gods, foreign customs, foreign foods, etc.  Some of it may have been sponsored by Assyrian and Persian authorities to give them some control over local fundamentalism.

Much of it may date to the Maccabees and the reaction of the second temple Jerusalem to Hellenic threats to its local power.  The result is a rich vein of Spartan and fundamentalist thinking that has served as a global resource for ventures against pluralism and rationalism for the last two thousand years through the medium of Orthodox Jewish, Christian, and Islamic practices that have been variously derived or inspired by these sources.

These Spartan resources have been used by Diaspora Judaism as a means of controlling and limiting the pluralistic tendencies that draw it away from its roots.

L is for Luke:

Barbara Thiering believes that the gospels of Luke and John are both largely written under the direction of Jesus.  Thiering adheres to parts of the New Covenant interpretation of the Dead Sea scrolls defended by the Oxford scholar G. R. Driver in his classic work “ The Judean Scrolls.”  Driver asserted that the scrolls were the work of a New Covenant group associated with the anti-Roman groups active in Palestine in the first century A.D. and contemporary with the writings of the New Testament.

After examining the “pesher” technique of writing used in many of these works, Thiering discovered that many of the works of the New Testament were also written in pesher.  Translating the pesher of John and Luke, she uncovered a hidden history of the New Covenant movement, a secret writing buried beneath the parables of the Gospels.

The grandfather of Jesus and associates of King Herod organized the New Covenant movement to promote the new Jewish state and various building projects promoted by the Herod monarchy.  The New Covenant movement consisted of a number of different subunits organized as tribes.  

Levi was composed of celibate Essenes renouncing marriage.  Judah was composed of Essenes of the great dynasties such as Jesus.  Zebulun was composed of village Essenes who practiced some kind of discipline.  Naphtali was composed of ordinary village Essenes like Peter.

M is for Manasseh:

During the New Testament period Manasseh was a tribe of the New Covenant organization formed by King Herod and his associates.  It was composed of Diaspora Essenes who were celibate.  It was divided into a West group called the Magians or Samaritans and an East group.  Ephraim consisted of the Therapeutae of Egypt described by Philo.  Benjamin consisted of the Pharisees associated with Hillel and Paul.  Dan was composed of women and gentile celibates.

Simeon was a Herodian tribe that met in Idumea and had its center at Masada.  Reuben was the order of the Herodian crown prince and met at Machaerus.  Gad was the order of the next Herodian prince and met at Gerasa.  Issacar was the order of the next Herodian prince and met in Galilee.  Asher was the order of Herodian women and Gentiles.

These orders separated into two groups at an early date.  The so-called “Hebrews” were the eastern group composed of Benjamin and Levi.  The western group was the “Hellenists.”  They divided into the Village Essenes and Gentiles who were for peace, (these were called the “Vineyard.”) and Manasseh and Ephraim who wanted war with Rome (the Fig Tree).

When the Vineyard lost its priestly component, it became the Christians.  These divided into Eastern Jewish Christians and Western Christians (Paul, Luke, etc.).

The Christians believed in Jesus as the Messiah.

N is for New Covenant:

The New Covenant organization of King Herod is the source of both Christianity and Judaism.  Modern Judaism can be traced to Hillel and the tribe of Benjamin within the New Covenant organization.  Christianity began with the tribe of Naphtali and the village Essenes from Galilee that looked to Jesus as their priest.

Gnosticism and the zealot movement against the Romans both began within the tribe of Manasseh.  The reason that the New Covenant movement was so critical is that it combined both the Spartan and Athenian tendencies described by Harold Bloom in the “Global Brain.”

The Zealots and Essenes were the Spartans.  They were attempting to resist the urban influences drawing the Jews into the larger world.  With their centers in places like Qumran out by the Dead Sea, they were the natural Spartans and fundamentalists of their day.

In contrast, questions arising about the legitimacy of the birth of Jesus caused him to be the favorite of the Gentiles and village Essenes who had less fundamentalist points of view.  Christianity was the movement that attracted the Athenians, those who looked toward Rome and Greece as well as to their Jewish roots.

Both Jesus and John the Baptist were descendents of prominent Jewish families belonging to the tribe of Judah.  Jesus came from a family that claimed the David priesthood and the hope of generating the Messiah.  

O is for Order:

The Gospels, Acts, and Revelation tell the story of the Christian branch of the Herodian Orders.  They tell the story of the reformation of these orders by Jesus.  It is a  transformation from priestly organizations, serving the Qumran centered Essene hierarchy in seclusion in various places around the Dead Sea, to organizations of cardinals, archbishops, bishops, presbyters, deacons, and laymen.  This new organization was the basis for the Christian church.  Its centers were in places like Ephesus and Rome.

It is ironic that what we lack a reliable history of the Hebrew people and yet we possess, written in pesher code, the secret history of the organization that gave birth to both the modern Christian and Jewish religions.  Whether one believes that the work of Barbara Thiering is correct or not, the evidence forces the intelligent reader to reject the fundamentalist options presented by both Christian and Jewish believers.  The history that they use as the basis of their faith is obviously false.  The Bible, what ever it may be, cannot possibly be the voice of any true God.  It is the voice of human mythmakers and plotters.  It is the voice of the human search for power.

The pesher history tells a story that makes human sense.  There was no virgin birth.  Jesus was crucified in Qumran because of squabbles within the Herodian organization that caused him to be turned over to Roman authorities.  He was given snake poison and survived the ordeal.  Those that gave him snake poison claimed to have worked magic.

P is for Parables:

The Parables of Luke continue this story.  Matthew and Mark give rival versions of it designed to tell the story of the Eastern, Jewish Christian oriented branch of the movement.  Acts and Revelation continue the story beyond the Gospel period.  Jesus wrote the Gospel of John in order to tell the real story in pesher.  It explains how he was crucified at Qumran and how he survived the crucifixion.

Jesus was damaged by the crucifixion and could not officiate in ceremonies as he once did.  The Christians kept him in hiding because the common people in their organization believed he was dead and the Essenes and educated Jews would have noticed the damage to his body, which rendered him unclean for many of the offices he was performing.

Jesus had been married to Mary Magdalene.  Mary was a prominent Jew.  His divorce from Mary was caused by her association with the zealots that wanted war with Rome.  Jesus had children.  His eldest daughter married Saint Paul.  His son and grandson became the David priests that led the early Christian Church.  A record of the acts of the son and grandson of Jesus up to AD 114 is found in pesher code in Revelation.  This is no surprise.  It is what you expect.  Once you finally get beneath the myth and the story, there is normal human history.  There is politics, there is family, there are rival claims on status and power.  There is the ancient war between the Spartan and the Athenian ways of living.

Q is for Qumran:

Qumran and its Dead Sea caves naturally attracted Jews that wanted the Spartan life style.   Here you could find zealots attempting to escape from Roman authorities as well as Essene contemplatives in various stages of monastic withdrawal.

The Dead Sea scrolls are writings found in the caves around an ancient building complex at Qumran on the Dead Sea.  Barbara Thiering, an Australian investigator, has discovered that references to the Sea of Galilee in the Gospels are actually references to nearby sites on the Dead Sea where village Essenes from camped when visiting Qumran, or where the David priests that led them, Jesus was their leading David priest, held baptismal rituals and other observances.

The writings and rituals performed by the people of the various tribes of the New Covenant organization that stayed in the vicinity of Qumran seem to include almost every aspect of Christian and Jewish thought and practice.  Rituals were used by some groups similar to modern rituals of the Masons and the Eastern Star.  Monastic practices were observed like those practiced today in Orthodox and Catholic Christianity and Buddhism and Hinduism.

Jesus appears to have been born in the vicinity of Qumran and to have spent most of his life there.  His crucifixion appears to have taken place near the latrine at Qumran.  When the gospels refer to a plural Jerusalem, it is Qumran.

R is for Romans:

Jesus was from a very prominent Jewish family that had assumed the leadership of the village Essenes and Gentiles within the New Covenant movement.  He was married to Mary Magdalene, also from prominent Jewish roots.  Mary Magdalene was associated with zealot and Gnostic groups that supplied the snake poison that allowed Jesus to survive the crucifixion.  After the crucifixion he avoided the narrow-minded Jews and zealots that had arranged his betrayal to Roman authorities.  This may have brought about his divorce from Mary Magdalene.

He increasingly avoided Qumran and spent time in places like Ephesus and Rome in association with Saint Paul, who married his daughter.  His increasing association with Gentiles and rich Diaspora Jews caused his beliefs to change in the direction of those expressed by Paul in the Epistle to the Romans.  Here we see an emphasis on grace and faith rather than adherence to ritual law as the source of salvation.

Jesus was the David (Christ) that led the Western branch of the New Covenant organization.  The Eastern branch believed that the brother of Jesus, James, was the true David priest.  It was James, not Jesus, who was born in O A.D.  But, this entire David priest overlay of Christian and Jewish practice was destroyed in the Roman and Jewish wars. The persecution of the Church removed the influence of the Davids.  Only when the Church was purged of the descendants of Jesus was it finally accepted by Rome.

S is for Scripture:

There are many versions of what is scripture.  The Ethiopian Church accepts more books than the Orthodox and Catholics.  The Protestant scriptures leave out all the later writings associated with the Maccabees.  The Jewish scriptures exclude these and the books of the New Testament.  For Orthodox Jews, only the first five books, the Torah is the true Law of God.

The Greek version of the Old Testament created in Alexander around 300 B.C. appears to be the oldest version.  The Dead Sea scrolls include a broad range of materials.  Some are similar to the Greek, some to the Hebrew.  Some show a strong Persian influence.  Some appear to come from forgotten Aramaic and Hebrew sources.  Some are a total puzzle.

The great diversity of materials seems to indicate a greater diversity of belief and a greater diversity of scriptures and texts that were considered holy and authoritative.  It appears to be a common practice of the time to create new scriptures by collecting bits and pieces of older scriptures and to attribute the product to some legendary authority like Solomon.  The standard of truth and accuracy, the notion of historical fact was not what it is today.  Scholars were not held up to modern standards.  It was a big enough achievement to be able to read and write at all.  To the illiterate, the very ability to write was considered to be magical.  All writing was therefore somewhat magical, even holy.  All written books were the word of God.

T is for Testament:

All the scripture was the record of this magical power of writing that seemed to come from God.  The Old Testament was the record of the ancient Jewish writings.  The New Testament was the record of the New Covenant and its mission to the Gentiles.

Most of the Old Testament seems to consist of three bundles of writings associated with the reforms of Judah under King Josiah as the Assyrian Empire looses power, with the restoration of the temple under Ezra, and with the rise of Jerusalem as a local power under the Maccabees.  All of these reforms took place after the Assyrian conquests.  Some of them took place after the Persian conquests and the conquests of the Hellenic Greeks.

The Bible does not testify to the ancient history it claims to testify about.  The Bible is about the rise of monotheism in response to unifying imperial despotisms exerted by Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Hellenic Syria and Egypt, and finally Rome.

The New Testament is the culminating response to those influences, where Athenianism under Paul and Jesus triumphs over the Spartanism of the Zealots and the Essenes.  The New Testament is an anti-fundamentalist document, as the Gospel of Matthew takes pains to make clear with its sermons aimed at the Pharisees and their narrow interpretation of the law.  The Epistles of James and Jude are almost the only books that resist the tide.

U is for Ur:

Was Abraham said to be from Ur because the Assyrian Empire wanted to resettle peasants from Ur as olive orchard workers or vineyard workers in Judah and want an excuse to call them Jews?  The Jewish religion was pulled apart by Athenian tendencies coming from the Diaspora and the spread of Jews throughout the Hellenic empires and by Spartan tendencies rooted in the narrow local interests of tiny Judah and the backcountry rural values of its people.

The Spartan tendencies died with the Zealots who defended rural Jewish values against the cosmopolitan Romans in the Jewish revolts of the First and Second Centuries AD.  Yet, even though the Athenian tendencies of the Jews were captured in the Christian movement, Christianity had a Spartan effect on the Roman Empire.  Its adoption by the Roman state caused Roman civilization to look inward and withdraw from the non-Christian world.

Many of the Athenian tendencies in the New Covenant movement perished with the reorganization of the movement in the face of persecution by the Roman state.  The movement was stripped of the Herods and the Davids (included here are the children of Jesus and Mary Magdalene) that provided its educated and cosmopolitan upper class.  Also stripped away were the Gnostics who were associated with Simon Magus. 

Magus was a leader in the Zealot movement.  The destruction of the Zealots wiped out the Gnostics also.

V is for Vedas:

The spread of inward looking religions with a fundamentalist orientation and a Spartan point of view can be seen in the restoration of Zoroastrianism in Persia.  It can also be seen in the spread of Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Christianity, and finally in the spread of Koran based Islam.

This Spartanism obscured earlier Athenian attitudes that prevailed at the height of Hellenic empire, when Greek philosophy, Buddhist religion, and both Western and Eastern mythology moved easily back and forth across the great trade routes linking China, India, Persia, and Europe.

We will never know the extent to which the Bible was influenced by other scriptures and influenced other scriptures.  We will never know the extent to which the Buddhist Tripitaka, the Hindu Vedas, the Persian Zend Avesta may have influence Jewish and Christian belief.

Sections of the Gospel of Matthew read like the Dhammapada, a Buddhist scripture.  It is obvious that there were important Persian influences on many of the Dead Sea scrolls.  The notion of eternal punishment in Hell or salvation in Heaven is an import from the theology of the Persian Zend Avesta.  The expansion of imperial Buddhism in India, imperial Zoroastrianism in Persia, imperial Hellenism in Rome encouraged a universal exchange of ideas along the ancient trade routes from Qumran to Tibet.

The ideas of Plato, Aristotle, Buddha, the Vedas, the Zend Avesta mingled in this Athenian climate of tolerance.

W is for War:

The works of Josephus have a great influence on our ideas about the Bible.  Josephus was a Jew who lived in the First Century AD during the time that the Gospels and Epistles were being written.  Josephus wrote two important works.  “The Jewish Antiquities” is a history of the Jews.  “The Jewish War” is a history of Roman campaign against the Jewish revolt that took place in the time of Nero and resulted in the Roman conquest of Jerusalem.  Josephus was captured by the Romans during the revolt.  He took the side of the Romans at that time and spent the rest of his life in Rome as a friend of Titus and Vespasian.

Josephus describes this war of the Jews against the Romans as the greatest of his time.  He claims that Jewish revolutionaries took advantage of disturbances in Rome to revolt.  This war resulted in the destruction of much of the New Covenant organization.  Many of the variant forms of Jewish and Christian belief disappeared.  What survived was Jewish and Christian belief friendly to Rome.  Jews like Josephus and Christians like Saint Paul were all that remained of a great diversity originally encompassed within the umbrella of the New Covenant organization.

This organization had already begun to split apart as the result of disagreements like the one that resulted in the crucifixion of Jesus by the latrine in Qumran on the Dead Sea (the plural Jerusalem of the Gospels).   The Spartan vs. Athenian divisions within the organization had begun to split it apart.  The Jewish War made the split permanent.

X is for Xeric:

Athens faced the ocean and it encouraged her to open out toward the world.  Qumran faced the Dead Sea and the desert at it encouraged the Spartan tendency to rebel against the urban influence of Roman Jerusalem and the Hellenic influence of its High Priests.  The Gospel of Matthew was written under the direction of one of these Hellenic High Priests, Matthew Annas, one of the Jewish leaders that favored Jesus as its David priest, as its leader of the villagers and Gentiles.

John, Luke, and Acts were written by Jesus and his associates and record the history of his birth and early ministry in the desert around Qumran.  After the crucifixion, he gradually moved away from the desert and the narrow Spartan version of Jewish thought and practice associated with it.  Revelation contains the later history of the early Church, written in pesher code.

By this time the centers of the Western New Covenant organization had moved out of the desert to place like Rome and Ephesus with access to the Mediterranean Sea.  The Gospels and Acts record the gradual triumph of Athenianism over Spartanism, of tolerance and cosmopolitanism over narrowness and prejudice, in the ideas of Jesus and his associates.

There was an international influence on the Dead Sea community.  Persian, Greek, and Buddhist ideas were present.   Still, narrow-mindedness was common

Y is for Year:

Part of the differences in the branches of the Jewish community had to do with the use of solar vs. lunar calendars for the year.  The New Covenant organization believed in cycles of history in which great events would occur in certain periods.  During these periods they would look for signs of the fulfillment of prophecy.  Many members of the movement believed in the prophecies of the Book of Enoch (not even included in today’s Bible).  Some members of the New Covenant organization believed that the birth of James (the younger brother of Jesus and David priest of the Eastern tribes) in 1 BC was year 3900 of the Book of Enoch chronology.

The parables in Luke are arranged to show the early history of the New Covenant movement in respect to the chronology required to bring fulfillment to the millennium through the coming of the David priest as Messiah.  The first parable, the parable of the Banquet (Luke 14:15) tells how Manahem adopted the Julian colander in 44 BC.  He allied with Hillel, Herod, and Heli (grandfather of Jesus) in creating the New Covenant as a mission to the Diaspora Jews.  They believe at that time that 41 BC. Would begin the last millennium of human history.  This millennium would see the triumph of Judaism in the world.

The subsequent parables of Luke demonstrate how disagreements over chronology, and over what calendar should be used and how it should be used, caused further divisions within the New Covenant movement.

Z is for Zechariah:

Zechariah is a book of prophecy in the Old Testament.  It is very concerned with the status of Jerusalem and the line of David priests associated with the kingdom of Judah.  It talks of bringing people out of Egypt, Assyria.  Both Zechariah and Haggai are about the new temple that was being built in Jerusalem.  This may be about convincing people that the Persian Empire wished to relocate in Judah to grow olives and grapes to supply the empire with wine and oil, that they were truly Jews.

The Bible is not the word of God; it is the word of human empire, of the pursuit of power and influence.  It is about the conflicts within one group associated with King Herod as they attempted to fulfill the prophecies associated with a new millennium.  In both cases we have Athenianism resisting Spartanism, we have foreign empires, Assyrian, Persian, Babylonian, Greek, Roman imposing their rule upon suspicious Jews of backward rural desert towns like Jerusalem and their desert outposts like Qumran.

These conflicts have destroyed the evidence of the exchange of ideas between East and West.  Jesus sent messengers to distant places.  He spent years in seclusion.  His actual travels are not known.  The pesher code reveals a Church history quite different from that developed by the investigations of the great scholars.  Who knows what other facts lie hidden behind the parables and myths of the Bible?

The more we investigate, the more human it becomes.

The reason the Bible is one of the world’s main holy books is that it originated in an area in which writing developed.  This is an area that is very dry and old writings can be maintained without threat of mold and rot for many years.

But, more important was the fact that Judah and Qumran were poor rural places, the kind of places that develop the Spartan point of view that is associated with a tendency to cling to the past.  Ancient religious practices were preserved in Judah that tended to die out in other places.  Judah tried to hang on to its old ways.

Assyrian, Babylon, and Persia found Judah to be a good place to resettle workers.  Labor was needed in the olive orchards and vineyards.  Along with the expansion of the oil and wine trade came the promotion of Jerusalem as a local religious center.  The Persians encouraged the priests that were administering the temple they were building in Jerusalem, to search out old writings and stories that promoted the temple complex as God’s chosen place.

The legend of the wandering of Abraham and the legend of the Exodus from Egypt under Moses were important myths.  They seemed to give divine sanction to the resettling of people from the whole area Fertile Crescent (from the upper and lower Euphrates and Palestine south to Egypt) in Judah as exiled Jews.  Egypt came to be a symbol of the economic destitution and oppression that the resettled groups had escaped.  Assyria, Babylon, Persia took on the legendary status of Moses, as they resettled the people of God.

Legends of a King David and a King Solomon, as well as prophets that spoke of a restoration of their glorious kingdoms, gave support to the pretensions of Jerusalem and Judah to power.  Books of holy laws giving divine sanction to the rituals performed by the Temple priests supported the Temple’s claims to religious importance.  This is the probable source of the books of Moses, the books of the history, and the books of prophecy.

The New Testament appears to be the pesher code history of the Western branch of the New Covenant organization and its attempts to elevated a David priest named “Jesus” and his descendents to positions of priestly power over village Essenes and Gentiles.  This history is written in a special pesher code in the Gospels, Acts, and Revelation.

The destruction of Jerusalem, the invasion of Judah by Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Hellenic Greeks, and Romans caused the original priesthood to be destroyed.  The second revolt of the Jews against the Romans finally wiped out anything that remained of the old priesthood, both the Jewish branch and the Western Christian branch under Jesus III (grandson of Jesus and Mary Magdalene).

The destruction of Jerusalem and its priesthood wiped out any connection of the Bible to its historical roots.  The myths and legends of the Bible could be presented to the world as a miraculous history because there was nothing left to rival it or to contradict it.  The Old Testament lived on in Orthodox Jewish belief as a religion of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament as a religion of the Greek Scriptures.  The Roman Catholic Church developed its own Latin Vulgate version that became the scripture of the Western church.

There were no rivals to these books.  No other religious organizations had been forced by a unique history to depend so much on written legends and myths as the Christian and Jewish organizations.  Later Islam would produce its Koran.  Later Luther would produce a German translation of the scriptures and the Church of England would sponsor English translations culminating in the King James Version.

No other collection of scriptures was so large, so old, so rooted in the complex of cultures that was the source of world’s first empires and the world’s first unitary imperial gods.  The Buddhist Tripitaka was older, but Buddhism was agnostic.  The Vedas were older, but Hinduism is polytheistic.  The Confucian Classics were very old, but they belonged to one cultural tradition only: the Chinese.
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