A is for Animal:

The lowest classes are responsible for the animal basis of civilization.  They are the custodians of the genes.   Natural selection is still occurring at this level.  They use gang behavior to eliminate non-conformists, to eliminate the weak and genetically defective.  The lowest classes only respect physical power and sexual attractiveness.  Criminal gangs socialize them.  Their ideal is sexual eroticism and physical battle.

The middle classes are responsible for learning and oral education.  Their culture is based on psychology and language.  They are householders who value protecting their young and giving them an effective education.

They are socialized around schools, churches, and community centers.  Their ideal is romantic love, family, and friends.

The upper classes specialize in written and technical languages.  They are the nepotistic parents that perpetuate their families and their social class through effective use of money and power.  They are socialized around universities, corporations, and government hierarchies.  Their ideal is philanthropy and leadership.

Entertainment and advertising are oriented at the lower and middle classes.  Education is oriented at the middle and upper classes.  Police and military functions align the lower and upper classes against the middle.  Fascism is product of this alignment.

B is for Bureaucracy:

Each class forms its own kind of bureaucracy.  The lower and upper classes form fascist systems, the lower and middle classes, socialist democracy, the lower and upper classes, capitalist democracy.  Pure democracy is middle class.  Pure communism is lower class.  Pure aristocracy is upper class.

Developed countries specialize in upper and middle class activities.  Underdeveloped countries specialize in lower class activities, sometimes with predominantly upper class support, sometimes with predominantly middle class support.

Society is a compact between these tendencies.  Each portion is the equal of the others.  The upper classes excel in economic and political power.  The middle classes excel psychological and social power.  The lower classes excel in genetic and reproductive power.  The middle and upper classes have lost control over human genetics and reproduction.  They have abandoned them to the lower classes.  The middle classes provide the social glue that keeps society together.  Without middle class glue, democratic socialism changes into communism and capitalistic socialism into plutocracy and fascism.

Economics, politics, and culture belong utterly to the upper class.  That is why written expositions treat the upper class as the superior class.  It is superior over the domain of writing and all things related to written and printed codes.

C is for Constitution:

This division is reflected in the constitutional division of powers.  The President, like the King he replaced, is a stand in for the lower class gang leader, he is the nation’s chief thug.  The Legislature is the representative of the middle classes.  The Judiciary is instrument, via the hidden hand, of the upper classes, who rule everything thorough their behind the scenes nepotism, power, and wealth.

This division is reflected in the economy.  The lower classes are the unemployed: workers who were not hired, quit, were laid off; the temporary workers; thieves who break in and steal from the company; the contract workers, the lowest of the regular workers.  The middle classes are the managers.  The upper classes are the members of the board of directors.

Conservatism comes an alliance of upper and middle classes.  Liberalism from an alliance of middle and lower classes.  Moderation is middle class.  Armed rebellion comes from the alliance of lower and upper classes.  Upper class direction tends to the reactionary fascist and lower to radical communist.

The military satisfies the lower class need for the use of force and the upper class need for the accumulation of power.  Education satisfies the middle class need for training of the young and the upper class need for the study of the history of their class.  Entertainment provides excitement to the lower class, motivation for the middle.

D is for Death:

The upper classes cannot reproduce themselves and maintain their numbers by recruitment from the middle classes.  What the middle classes lose to the upper classes, they make up for by recruitment from the lower classes.  By caring for their young and recruitment, the middle classes are able to maintain their numbers.

The lower classes are the only classes that constantly expand in numbers.  Normally, death removes large numbers of these classes.  Where effective medical care causes longer life span, compensatory mechanism must be taken.  This includes the use of birth control by members of the lower classes and the improvement of educational opportunities that recruit lower class members into the middle classes.

Recruited individuals are at an advantage because they get to partake of the benefits of both classes.  A lower class woman recruited by the middle classes gets to reproduce at the lower class rate and protect and educate her children at middle class rates.  Recruited individuals generally are not seeking the higher class so much as the advantageous of membership in both classes.

The problem with having large numbers of children and being middle class is not so much the children themselves as it is the middle class expectations that go with having children.  The lower classes get to have children without the shame associated with bad middle class parenting.

E is for Environment:

The balance between the classes is adjusted according to environmental conditions.  When society becomes complex, the numbers in the middle and upper classes may have to be increased.  Generally this is associated with movement away from tribal government and kingship in the direction of socialism, democracy, and capitalism.

Generally the most highly developed societies are capitalist because attraction of wealth and power seeking individuals and corporation.  Generally this capitalist core is surrounded by a socialist intermediate area and a feudal, communist, tribalist, fascist periphery where the local tribal chief or party boss rules.

The capitalist core appears to be exploiting the underdeveloped periphery.  It is doing so from the standpoint of the upper class desire for power and wealth.  In actuality, the lower class periphery is exploiting the capitalist genetically and physiologically by expanding the gene pool with lower class genes at the expense of the relative importance of upper class genes.

From a genetic standpoint what is important is the survival and multiplication of the genes.  Lower class genes are spreading at the expense of the upper classes, even as upper class individuals obtain power and wealth at the expense of the lower classes.  The individual who benefits is the individual who can use upper class power and wealth to reproduce upper class genes, as in the Kennedy family.

F is for Factors:

There are other factors operating.  The systems and institutions themselves exert their own power.  If the lower classes have the advantage at the genetic level, the middle classes have the psychological and oral language advantage because of the great value the middle classes place on the care and protection of the young.  The advantage of the upper classes is at the level of written, printed, economic, and technical systems.  The upper classes control the global memes (units of replicating information) that tie tribe-to-tribe and nation-to-nation.

Which of these systems and levels is most important depends on your point of view.  The global culture is compounded of all factors.  As Howard Bloom points out in this book “Global Brain,” global intelligence involves the interactions of microorganisms, primitive animals and plants, as well as both tribal and civilized humans.

As Bloom points out, there is a constant interaction of forces working for diversity and forces working for uniformity.  Group order is constantly fighting with local order.  Genes are naturally selfish.  But, the larger environment establishes the system that makes their selfishness possible.  That larger system tolerates the selfishness of its parts because it provides necessary data that supports the self-correction of the whole.

An ecosystem that does not have a harmony of its component parts will disappear.

Q is for Qualities:

Sociology and economics are subsets of ecology.  Ecological systems that do not establish a harmony of their parts disappear.  They are part of an ecological succession that operates in the direction of homeostasis and encourages maximum possible complexity and specialization.  There is a difference in the sociology of human societies based on the stability of their relations with their environment.

The three level class structure of Western society is typical of exploitative social units that are based on the wastage of natural resources.  The lowest class maintains out of control reproduction to maximize the available numbers that can exploit new resources in order to increase the numbers supporting the language and cultural systems of the higher classes.  

The middle classes are responsible for the psychological and oral language core of the culture.  The middle class home provides the model for the culture’s self assessment through statistical, economic, and political mechanisms.  The bureaucracy of church, school, business, and state is recruited from this class.  This class generates out of control expectations that support the expansion of the system.  This is the source of social and economic mechanisms that generate the measurements and expectations of growth of gross national product.  If the lower classes are the welfare classes, the middle classes are the consumer classes.

R is for Resources:

The upper classes exert pressure for expansion through their hunger for power and wealth.  They push for the use of resources that might increase their economic power.  They push for the conquest of territories that might increase their influence and political power.  The upper classes control financial and political influence.

They manipulate the expectations of lower classes in order to support their need to dominate and control.  This is a class dedicated to political, economic, military, psychological, social, religious, and financial imperialism, depending on time and place.  In today’s global world of international capitalism, their imperialism is largely financial in character.

Genetically the lower class is the true upper class because it makes the greatest contribution to the gene pool.  Culturally the middle class is the true upper class because it controls the development of the common language and provides the social glue that links upper and lower classes.  Economically and politically and in respect to written culture, the upper class is the true upper class because it controls the hierarchy of criticism and status, of money and power that sets the long term goals, the long term aspirations of the systems that control all other classes.

The lower classes expand through reproduction.  The middle classes through care for household and children.  The upper classes are nepotists that deal in influence.

G is for Global:

As Howard Bloom discusses in his book, the Global Brain, there is a global information system that begins at a physical and chemical level and ascends through various levels of organization.  Civilized humans have the capacity to operate at the highest levels of organization that have currently emerged: energy, particle, atom, molecule, cell, organism, tribe, city, mechanics, electronics, computers, robots, the last six are the exclusive territory of humans through the use of human generated speech, writing, printing, broadcasting, programming, robotics.

The development of machines has freed humans from the tyranny of selfish genes.  Using machines as a substitute for a worker class, humans no longer need to resort to slavery or to evolve mechanism that maintain tribal uniformity in order to exclude selfish genes that undermine group altruism.  Machines become the substitutes for the altruistic workers.  Machines become the self-sacrificing servants.

The challenge is to keep machines as servants rather than becoming subjects and servants of the machines.

The expansionist character of the Western social system has driven it to develop machinery and electronics as a means of assisting it in expanding its access to power and resources.  The existence of a class system and the rivalry between the classes has stimulated this process.  Upper class financers have effectively organized middle class bureaucrats and lower class workers in various projects that expand information systems to obtain economic gain.

H is for Homeostatic:

The upper classes have no choice but to do this.  Without the expansion of the industrial system, there would not be adequate resources to satisfy lower and middle class demand.  There is always the potential for lower and middle class revolt and the replacement of the entire upper class, as occurred in the French and Soviet revolutions.

These revolutions demonstrated that notions of a permanent upper class are an illusion.  The lower and middle classes retain the power to radically alter the character of the upper class, just as the upper classes can use their power to influence the organization of the lower classes.

The Hegelian and Marxist notions that the dialectic and not society are in control are basically correct.  However, where Hegel and Marx would write dialectic, Bloom would write “global brain.”  There are levels of interacting systems.  Some seem to be controlled by stable feedback around some kind of set point.  Some seem to have achieved some kind of homeostasis. 

Others are unquestionably out of control.  There is no homeostasis or even chance of homeostasis in so many areas of life on our planet.  Our society is in denial of its addiction to waste and plunder.  It is a drunk that cannot face its ecological addictions.  It is an addict that is high on the use of fossil fuels.  It seeks the consolation of the opium of mass consumption to avoid facing the consequences of its economic actions.

I is for International:

Our political systems allow us to escape from facing this lack of homeostasis by focusing on the conflicts between the various classes and the conflicts between the various national governments.  The conservative Whites are so intent on making sure that the liberal Blacks don’t get too much assistance.  Americans are so intent on making sure that Russians and Chinese don’t get too big a cut of the international cake, which they are able to escape focusing on the decay and destruction of the environment.

The national divisions and class divisions help us from looking at the big picture and facing a reality that we do not want to face. They allow us to focus on a narrow vision of what reality is about.  Theologians cultivate their unique idea of what existence is about.  Christian theologians develop borderline theories in which all is split between good and bad.  Pentecostals develop histrionic visions in which emotions expressed for Jesus make all the difference.  New age theologians espouse the personal narcissism of a self that is god.  Antisocials develop theologies in which stealing land from others or killing is acceptable when done in the name of some god.  Buddhists are not beyond a schizoid vision in which there is a total withdrawal from the world.  Hindus encourage a schizotypal variant in which visions of Krishna play a role.  Jains encourage a paranoid version that distrusts all material things as potential pollutants.  The Chinese suggest a passive aggressive union with the Tao or a dependent relationship with the larger order of society. 

J is for Japanese:

Local systems such as the Jewish or the Japanese develop obsessive-compulsive methods for dealing with reality involving rules and rituals for purification.  All of these are fine until they become ways that we escape the larger whole.

Not only is there a global brain, but also there is a global information system, a global cybernetics, and a global system maintaining homeostasis.  Not only are these systems to be found on a global level, but also in the universe, and beyond the edges of the universe.  This is what is referred to in the East as Dharma, Li, Tao, and the order of Heaven.

This is symbolized by the great sunburst in the Japanese flag, the order of heaven entering Japan through the person of the Emperor as symbol of the larger order.  The Japanese have managed to apply their version of this symbolism in various ways in the last two hundred years that demonstrate that they are just as capable as any human society of performing actions with effects that comprehend the whole spectrum of gradations of good and evil.

Forgetting our attempts to seek the best society, the best philosophy, the best point of view, all points of view reflect elements of a greater order that transcend the local theology or metaphysics.  The global brain is a reflection of a transcendent system that reaches out to comprehend all systems in a higher order of integration and differentiation.

K is for Kingdom:

The problem is that the left hemisphere of the brain we use to do our language based thinking likes to classify and pigeon hole things.  It puts things in separate kingdoms: animal, plant, philosophy, science, virtue, vice etc.  These kingdoms usually belong some place on a gradient of differentiations and these gradients to larger gradients in turn.

If we are caught up in the rivalry between science and theology, between liberal and conservative, between rich and poor, between White and Black, between male and female, between East and West, we will never discover that larger picture.  We will never climb out of the small kingdom of our prejudices and of our ignorance.

The leaders of the renaissance thought that they had discovered lost virtues in ancient Greek and Roman culture.  Great Baroque thinkers like Descartes and Spinoza attempted to develop rational systems that would explain the broad outlines of how thinks fit together.  In Rococo times, these systems were pushed to the edge and found wanting.  Hume questioned the basic assumptions of Western thought.  Kant found weaknesses in the system of assumptions underlying Western metaphysics.

The German Idealists attempt to plug the leaks discovered by Kant, as a Romantic reaction began to develop to Classical notions.  Realists and Naturalists reacted to Romanticism by trying to focus on scientific fact.

L is for Literature:

Literature records the trends that developed as these rival temperaments in the global brain emerged.  Classical writing gradually developed a Baroque expression.  Romanticism developed a Symbolist trend, and then Realism emerged followed by Naturalist like Zola.  In terms of writers this meant Platonists, and Rationalists, it meant Milton and Locke, it meant Wadsworth and Keats.  It meant Poe and Whitman.

Realism leads to the Impressionism of Joseph Conrad.  Gradually the expansion of the Classical model began to generate explosions.  Expressionism is an example of that explosion.  It is visible in the writing of T.S. Elliott and James Joyce.  The explosion leads finally to Abstract Expressionism, the experimental extremes in which the Classical model is utterly shattered.

The destruction of the Western model cries for a new synthesis that comprehends East and West, that includes the analytic and rational and the dialectic and irrational, that comprehends the positive and scientific and the negative and existential.  That synthesis is blocked by prejudices of science against humanities, of West against East, of intellectual upper class against sentimental middle class.

We hang on to ancient Christian prejudices that unite the warring classes.  We confuse morality and responsibility with the compromises we make to appease these classes.

M is for Matrix:

There is a mathematical superorder that provides the matrix for all local systems.  This superorder is a matrix of polarized gradients.  The gradients are between the poles of self and social, whole and part, fixed and fluid.  Time, space, and measurement are compounded out of the simpler relationships of sequence and development that emerge along these gradients of essential differentiation.

Beneath the global brain and the universal order is the ultimate matrix, the equivalent of the Platonic “Form of the Good” that illumines all other things.  When the Classical order shattered on the rock of Expressionism and the social distress generated by two world wars, the intellectual world lost faith in any possibility of the existence of such an ultimate order.  The death of Rationalism gave it a fatal sickness.  The decay of Empiricism and the rise of Existentialism saw that faith utterly expire.  A tiny whimper in the form of the process philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead was all that was uttered by the West as that faith finally passed.

A new synthesis is required to recapture the dead vision, one which includes both West and East.  The dead fire of the West must be relit from the dying embers of the fires of the East.  A higher order must be discovered that is greater than Western reason or Eastern reactions against reason (as in Zen).  This synthesis must begin with the right hemisphere of the human cerebrum.  The left hemisphere, that is so honored in the West, is a metaphysical moron.

N is for Neoplatonic:

The Western Classical model was rooted in Plato’s fusion of Pythagorean, Spartan, and Ionian ideas.  Aristotle began the long expansion of this Classical model into a Baroque system.  Neoplatonism fused this ancient way of thinking with Hellenic and Roman influences.  Origen, Saint Augustine and others fused Neoplatonism with early Christian thought to form the basis of the Western model

Neoplatonism began the Classical set point to which all Western ideas were compared.  The Platonic notion of the “Forms” persists in the concept of set point in cybernetics and systems theory.  It also persists in the process philosophy notion of the “eternal object.” 

There is a fundamental truth to this notion.  I propose a model in which the set point is the polar opposite of the thermodynamic order that generates it.  This set point emerges from a infinite background of subjectivity that is the polar opposite of the natural objects that emerge within it.  This subjectivity has a freedom that is the polar opposite of the mechanism of the objective world.  In generates dialectical synthesis that is the polar opposite of the analytical separation of the objective world.

These four polarities emerge from three prior polarities: self to group, whole to part, fixed to flux.  They generate six polarities in turn: ground to form, system to motion, conserved to developed, variation to homeostasis, collective to individual, and transcendent to manifest.

O is for Oversoul:

The set point operating on infinite subjectivity generates what the East calls “Heaven” or “Purusha” and the West calls the “oversoul.”  It is the transcendent, the divine, the ultimate.  From it emerges the manifest world.  As the manifest emerges, it produces the individual and its polar complement, the collective.

In its individual aspect it is the Buddha, the soul, the spirit, the higher self, the jiva, the creative monad.  In its collective aspect it is Nirvana, Brahman, the One, the mystical union of all things.  The manifest is equally divided between the individualism of particles and atoms and the collective universe of relativistic time and space.

As the transcendent unfold into the manifest, system emerges into motion, ground emerges into form, the conserved emerges into the developed, the variable generates homeostasis.  Order unfolds into freedom, synthesis emerges form analysis, the subjective supernatural generates the objective natural, the ideal emerges into probable expressions.

This order of polar gradients with a larger system is the order the underlies all.  In the world of science it is astronomy and in the world of mythology that is the background from which the visible emerges, it is astrology.  This large order transcends any local temperament and contains both the Romantic and the Real, the Baroque and the Experimental, the Classical and Expressionism.

P is for Pentecostal:

The public is far from approving a model of this kind.  The lower classes are caught up in their fundamentalist and sentimentalist mentality.  For the lower classes there has been little change in belief since Calvin and Saint Francis.  Lower class belief is primitive.  The alternatives are Catholic ritual and gang ritual, Pentecostal revivals and drug using partygoers.

The middle classes are slightly more sophisticated.  The middle class Methodist and Baptist churches make some attempt to join the world of science and the world of religion.  Bible study and Sunday school are part of a system of worship and teaching centered on the family and Sunday morning services.

The upper classes are deep into various forms of liberal faith and agnosticism.  Religion for the upper classes is a series of beautiful rituals.  The center for these rituals is relatively unimportant.  It can be Jewish, Catholic; it can be the rituals of ecological science or of humanistic art.   The upper classes have access to all sorts of wealth.

They also have access to the education that demonstrates the multiple weaknesses in the Western world model.  The upper classes pay for their wealth and power by being forced to focus on the numerous cracks in Western cosmology.  They do this as result of the expensive educational rituals that are required to celebrate upper class wealth and power.

S is for System:

Behavior is a product of interacting systems.  What we do does not make sense because humans do not have all the information.  Nature possesses the information in the form of genes that enable living things to reproduce.  Nature possesses the information in the form of physical structures that generate the environments required for the survival of living things. 

Cultures possess the myths and traditions that cause humans to survive in these environments.  The cultural myths may be conceptually false and pragmatically true.  They may work to support survival for all the conceptually wrong reason.  The primitive person may believe that a god demands he perform a particular behavior.  It may not be a god that does this.  But, the behavior may be just what is pragmatically needed at the time.

Religious and ritualistic behaviors associated with particular cultures are of this form.  They become attached to a group because they give survival value to the group.  They help integrate human social behaviors into the ecological system.  Practical effectiveness is the ideal in such situations rather than conceptual accuracy. 

Civilization adds new layers on to these complexes.  The original pragmatic balance may be so damaged by civilization that humans need to intervene in god like roles.  When the human becomes the creator, the ecologist, he needs god like powers of accurate knowledge.

T is for Top:

The lower classes are like the plants in a pyramid of energy.  They supply the gene carrying human bodies, the food producer tending farm workers that are the source of the biological information and energy in the social system.  The lower classes give us our biological reality.

The middle classes are the social herbivores.  They take these biological resources and repackage them as part of the oral culture and human psychology.  The sky becomes a father and the earth becomes a mother.  Humans are children of divine parents.  Human moral truths are given by these mythical sky fathers and mother mothers. They are the “Elohim” that are the source of all language and all words.  The middle classes give us our mythological and sentimental reality. The lower classes supply us with our demons, the middle classes with our gods and angels, the upper classes with our heroes, kings, and teachers.

The upper classes are the carnivores.  There are competitive levels of these carnivores in which one level feeds on the power of another.  At the top is a small class of top dog carnivores that rules all and controls all, that accumulates unbelievable wealth and power.  The members of this upper upper class have the status of living gods.  They are flesh and blood heroes with god like powers in the world’s economic and political systems.

The lowest classes simple accept the symbols given them by the middle.  The upper classes study and manipulate.

U is for Upper:

There are many upper class games.  One upper class game assumes that it is possible and desirable to make everyone the member of a single uniform class.  What this game is really about is to signify that one has such high status that there is no need to fight for higher status.  The richness of one’s status is displayed by one’s willingness to give it away.  We see this in the legend of the Buddha as a prince who had some much wealth that the only thing that he lacked was the experience of lack of wealth.  He becomes the advocate for Nirvana as the ultimate abandonment of greed.

Scientific materialism is an interesting game in which god and the supernatural are denied.  What isn’t usually noticed is this approach replaces god with the scientist who alone possesses the Newtonian truths that unlock the universe.  Using the discoveries of Einstein and others, the upper classes were able to use nuclear physics to generate things like the hydrogen bomb.  Their control of technology of this kind gives the upper classes god like powers.  Upper class existential philosophers and art critics claim similar knowledge.  Like, Socrates who was the wisest man in Athens because he alone knew that he knew nothing, upper class skeptics demonstrate their superior status in the calm dispassion with which they survey the lower worlds.

The reaction of the middle classes is to humor the upper classes, take the technical goods they provide and use them to promote middle class goals, including the church related.

V is for Violence:

In this climate, social systems can prosper and survive just because what they say is so untrue.  It is obvious to all but the fundamentalist Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Moslem, Jew, Confucianist that he or she has not been changed to some saintly divinely inspired being.  But, these fundamentalist belief systems prosper because they motivate people to try to perform as if they were heroic and saintly.  This balances out the normal human selfishness and greediness just enough that higher levels of cooperation and tolerance can often be achieved.

Unfortunately, these same principles often work in reverse.  Suddenly something unexpected is dredged up from the forgotten depths of ugly human potential like Nazi genocide or Stalinist thought police.  Events like World War I and II demonstrate the immense capacity of human society to explore violence and cruelty in all their possible forms.

Human philosophy and human politics are a frosting on the surface of the complex relationships of brain function, psychology, sociology, economics, and politics that control human social systems.  These systems are really beyond human comprehension.  The functional relations are too complex for any analysis that can be understood by the human mind.  We prattle in what we believe are truths.  All that we really deal in are practical effects.  The mechanisms are more involved; there are more interactions than our brains can comprehend.

