A is for Assumptions:

Our problems begin with our assumptions.  Our society assumes that avarice is good.  It assumes that accumulating wealth is good.  It assumes that expanding productivity is good.  It assumes that higher Gross National Product and Per Capita Gross National Product is good.  It assumes that higher corporate profits are good.  It assumes that advertising is good because it encourages productivity and generates profit and wealth.  It assumes the free market and free enterprise are good.

But what happens when the free market encourages us to take resources that are infinitely valuable and allows the market to determine their value.  The market will give them some finite value.  When infinitely valuable resources are sold at a finite profit, the result is infinite loss.

A good example is the Passenger Pigeon, another is the Dodo, another is the Tasmanian Tiger.  The free market gives a value to the coat of a sea otter that does not reflect is value to its environment.  The free market gave a value to slaves that did not reflect their value as human beings.

A system that makes finite objects out of natural resources and encourages us to exchange them with out regard for their actual value to the environment is an addictive system.  It puts more value on greed and lust then on altruism and caution.  Free market productivity is a good to the extent it encourages creativity.  It is an evil to the extent that it encourages addiction, plunder, and exploitation.

B is for Balance:

There must be some kind of balance.  Over regulated societies quickly become inefficient.  The natural tendency of humans to protect their status encourages incompetence.  The natural tendency of humans to do things the old way encourages inefficiency.

However, unregulated pursuit of wealth quickly turns to plunder and exploitation.  Where there is no vigilant concern for the environment, for social well being, for human rights, free enterprise will quickly change to avarice and waste, to addiction, to various forms of wage slavery, even true slavery.  The opium trade, the heroin trade is an example of this form of free enterprise in action.

The international economy allows us to hide from the effects of this avarice.  We do not see the poverty generated by the low price we paid for a shirt.  We do not see the effects to the food chain caused by the low price we paid for a can of fish.  We do not see the destruction of the rainforest caused by the imported wood in the hand carved box.

The price we pay for gas and oil does not reflect its cost to the carbon dioxide balance in the environment.  Fixed prices discourage the ingenuity needed to produce goods.  But, do we want goods that poison, waste, and destroy.

Advertising is able to induce us to buy things we would be better off without.  Advertising appeals to our addictive tendencies, our need to overeat, to overindulge.

C is for Corporations:

Corporations should not be allowed to accumulate too much power.  When corporations accumulate too much power, they are able to manipulate our political systems to prevent regulation.  When corporations accumulate too much power, they are able to manipulate our newspapers and television programs so that we are not informed about the actual cost of their products.

There needs to be a balance in society.  The community, the government, the schools, the colleges and universities, the media, the press are all parts of a system of feedback relationships in which one segment of society helps us keep watch on the others.  If we value the individual too much, if we value the state too much, if we value corporate profit too much, we loose our balanced point of view.  We loose our sense of right and wrong.  We end up doing things we will later regret like allowing human beings to be bought and sold, as was done in the capitalist system of the old South.

Corporations will not tell us when they are doing wrong.  They will not tell us when they are polluting the environment and destroying the forest.  Their job is to make a profit.  If there is no one to watch them, they will take infinitely precious resources and sell them at a finite price.  The result is infinite loss for which future generations will have to pay.  This has happened before and it will happen again.  No one was watching when too many sea otters and fur seals caught for profit in the fur trade.

D is for Demand:

The free market provides for the matching of supply to demand.  However, the matching system only works where demand and supply are not manipulated.  Corporations generally attempt to establish monopolies.  Corporations use advertising and marketing to manipulate demand and use coercive methods to manipulate supply.

Since the free market can only establish a finite price, it will give finite values to infinitely precious resources.  Infinitely precious resources will generate potentially infinite levels of demand resulting in potentially infinite levels of supply.  The result is the total waste and depletion of the environment and a state of infinite loss.

That is the result of allowing oil and gas corporations to control the oil and gas market.  The environment has been plundered in order to supply oil and gas.  The damage generated by this plunder cannot be estimated in finite values because some of the resources plundered cannot be replaced.

A balance needs to be established between small corporations and large corporations.  A balance needs to be established between corporations and government.  A balance needs to be established between profit and value, between theory and practice.  A balance needs to be established between local communities and the larger environment.  Private corporations can play a constructive role as part of a balanced system that conserves values.

E is for Ecology:

Ecology is a science that provides us information about the environment.  Corporations and capitalism must be regulated in order to prevent the plunder of the environment.  This regulation must be international in scope or infinitely precious resources in poor countries will be plundered to supply finite demand in rich countries. This plunder will generate infinite loss to the environment and the destruction of priceless resources.  This may include the extinction of species like the Dodo and the Tasmanian Tiger.

International Governmental regulation must be established to prevent the degrading of the international environment.

The survival of our species and other species is at stake.

International corporations must not be allowed to permanently destroy the planets resources in order to cater to the demand of the rich for goods to supply their addictive needs.  The greed of the world’s rich must not be allowed to destroy the planet.  We must protect the heritage of our children.

Ecologists must be allowed to study the environment.  Ecological information must be provided in schools and universities.  Corporations must learn about the effect their activities have on the environment.  Communities must be aware of what is happening to the local environment.  All citizens of the planet have a stake in effect of economic activities on world resources.  National boundaries cannot be respected where the survival of the planet is concerned.

F is for Free Market:

There must be a balance between the free market and regulation, between free enterprise and ecology, between individual creativity and collective well-being.  There must be a balance between local self interest and global ecology, between the survival of the planet and the well being of the individual. 

The free market is based on a balance between supply and demand that occurs when supply is allowed to match demand.  That natural economic system can only function well if other natural systems are allowed to function.  Like all systems, the free market system must be regulated.  It must be regulated to assure that it does not operate at the expense of other systems.

The free market must be regulated to prevent monopoly and coercive trade practices.  The free market must be regulated to prevent it from being used to manipulate the social and political systems that are established to ensure its balanced function.  The free market must be regulated to prevent its assigning finite values to infinitely precious resources.

The free market must be regulated to prevent it from using humans and human labor as a commodity.  The free market must be regulated to prevent it from using political boundaries to escape responsibility for its activities.

Where regulation is not applied, the free market will not function properly.  It will plunder and exploit.

G is for Global:

The global effects of all free market activities must always be considered.  The free market will exploit local environments and local communities if not watched.  It is inevitable that infinitely precious resources will be transported from poor regions to supply the demand of wealthy members of rich regions, unless this is prevented by regulation.  Any finite price given to an infinitely precious resource always generates plunder, always generates infinite loss.

Unless international markets are internationally regulated to prevent plunder, plunder will occur.  For example, slavery is the inevitable consequence of not regulating international markets to prevent humans from being bought and sold as a commodity.  The market turns all things into commodities unless prevented from doing so.  The regulation of this practice in one jurisdiction simply deflects it to another.  

Regulation of the market to prevent the degrading of planetary resources must occur at a global level if it is the succeed.  If the planet is to survive in a habitable condition, its ecology must be globally regulated.  The inevitable result of the failure to apply global regulation is the failure of the human species, is its extinction as a result of uncontrolled environmental decline.

Capitalism and free enterprise can encourage creativity and prevent inefficient practices.  Efficiency in global plunder only speeds up the decline of the global environment.

H is for Human Rights:

The value of something is its ability to satisfy a human need.  Humans have special status as the authors of value defining language.  We acknowledge this status be assigning human “human rights.”  If we allow humans to be treated as commodities, the result is slavery, serfdom, despotism, and peonage.

Unless the free market is regulated, it inevitably assigns finite values to humans and their labor and treats them as commodities.  The result is various forms of enslavement and exploitation.  Humans must have rights and labor must have rights if this is to be prevented.   These rights must be enforced globally or the free market will find humans that can be cheaply enslaved and exploited outside the limits of the jurisdictions that prevent that exploitation.

As long as the wealthy in rich nations do not have to take responsibility for the exploitation and plunder that is effect of their consumption of a good, they will continue to consume that good without guilt.  International economies allow capitalist systems to import goods into wealthy countries at the expense of the human rights and the environmental resources of poor countries.  These relationships must be exposed to the light.

Wealthy nations, wealthy communities, wealthy individuals must be forced to take responsibility for the effect of their consumption has on others.  Wealth addiction and addictive consumption will not cease where there is no responsibility.

I is for International:

International markets must be internationally regulated or the planet’s environment will be internationally exploited and human rights will be internationally exploited.  An international system cannot be locally regulated any more than pruning one side of a bush will prevent it from overgrowth on the other side.

National governments must give way to international government or the planet will be subjected to anarchy and plunder that will destroy its global balance.  The wealthy nations are a nobility, a plutocracy that profit from the current system. 

This wealthy elite threw off its international empire when it proved too costly.  International corporate free trade provides a mechanism that allows it to enjoy its economic special privilege without having to pay the price, or take responsibility, for the plunder that it generates.

The planet belongs to all of its inhabitants.  The current system of boundaries was established by international imperialism and exploitation.  Many of these boundaries date back to the period of slavery and distain for human rights.  The use of these boundaries to allow special privileges to some and to deny those privileges to others is simply a continuation of the ancient systems of exploitation of the poor by the rich, the weak by the strong. The current system of international boundaries benefits those who wish to profit at the expense of the weak and the poor.

J is for Justice:

The current international system allows the rich to get richer as the poor get poor.  More and more power gravitates to a handful of countries that have all the wealth and all the military armaments.  These countries have no desire to share their power and wealth because their special status protects them from the exploitation and plunder that that is the result of their uncontrolled appetites.

Until the world’s wealth is evenly distributed.  Until each human being on the planet has as much political and economic power as any other, there will be no justice.  The world’s resources belong to all.  The winds carry the atmosphere across national boundaries and the waters of the ocean across national boundaries.

It is only prejudice and special status that cause us to believe that we should have wealth and power without any need to share it with others.  What if they would cut off the air and sea from us?  What if they would deny the oxygen we expect to get from the green plants of their forests and their oceans?

Fear that we might have to share with others has caused us to glorify greed and selfishness.  We have searched our holy books to find words to justify our lack of concern for our fellow humans in other lands.  We have found high sounding phrases like “free market” and “free enterprise” to justify an international system in which the poor become poorer and the rich increase in wealth and power.

K is for Keynes:

Before Keynes, it was believed that savings would generate investment.  Keynes pointed out that investment increases productive capacity and the demand that is needed to generate full employment.  The New Economics emphasized the need of the government to step in to increase demand to the point that full employment was achieved.  However, problems were generated when full employment began to stimulate inflation.

The solution for the United States was to encourage enough economic stability that large amounts of foreign investments were accumulated to stimulate the growth in productivity.  The problem is that those resources were withdrawn from the poorer areas of the world that needed those investments.  Thus, the wealthy nations continued to grow in power at the expense of the poor.

In order to attract foreign investment, the United States had to make itself attractive to the rich.  This meant lowering tax rates and encouraging economic inequality.  Thus, the prosperity of the United States came at the expense of the poor in other lands and at the expense of its own poor as well.

The United States became the home for a wealthy elite that ignored the decline of the environment, global warming, the AIDS epidemic and the rising incidence of malaria, while they enjoyed a climate of excitement and addictive consumption. 

L is for Luxury:

Luxury encourages addictive consumption.  Luxury encourages the lust, greed, gluttony, and envy that feed uncontrolled utilization of resources and products.  Luxury is an evitable consequence of a social order that is focused on production and consumption.

The value of goods declines as they become available to everyone.  Luxuries are progressively converted into necessities.  The pursuit of private affluence degrades the public environment as resources must be withdrawn from the community to support private indulgence.

The pursuit of higher profits in order to support growing private pressures for higher salaries to pay for growing appetites for goods and growing expectations of profit by investors, drives corporations to exploit new opportunities.  This means new work sites and this requires a mobile work force.  But, the mobile work force comes at the expense of disruptions to the community.  These hidden cost are paid for by the community rather than the corporation.

By treating goods as having finite value, by treating labor as having finite value, the free market provides luxury goods at potentially infinite loss to the social and ecological environment.  It continues to provide these goods because its participants are not forced to pay these hidden costs.

Luxury is a waste of resources because it generates addiction in the rich and deprives the poor of essentials.

M is for Market:

Markets function best when there is a balance that assures that no participant can unfairly manipulate another.  Free enterprise must be balanced against regulation.  Too much regulation prevents free exchange.  Too little regulation allows suppliers to escape the payment of hidden costs and monopolists to regulate access to the market by all.

Individual needs must be balanced against communal needs.  Corporations must be owned by communities as much as by individuals.  Property must be owned communally as well as individually.  Idealism and morality must be balanced against profit and marketing.  Infinite values must be balanced against finite costs.

Theocracy and communism destroy creativity.  Capitalism and materialism destroy precious resources.  We need to encourage human creativity.  We also need to distribute excess wealth.  We need to be productive.  We also need to prevent waste and plunder, to prevent exploitation and the violation of human rights.

The needs of the market need to be balanced against the needs of the social systems and the environmental systems that support the market.  Markets that generate monopoly, encourage inequality, encourage exploitation, waste, and plunder, need to be regulated.  Global markets need to be globally regulated.  We need information on the market.  We need responsible markets that do not allow the vendors to manipulate the minds and tastes of the consumers.

N is for Nationalism:

Nationalism is a global disease.  It is a sickness that eats at morality and concern for justice.  National boundaries are used to excuse inequality in wealth and human rights.

National boundaries are used to excuse the build up of the weapons and armaments that are used to defend them.

National boundaries are used to excuse religious discrimination and bigotry.

International education and international welfare are the responsibility of the globe.  If it is my responsibility as the citizen of my state to pay for the education of my fellow citizens, it is my responsibility as a citizen of the globe to pay for the education of my fellow humans.

To say that I have no right to regulate the destruction of the rainforest in the Amazon and that Brazilians have no right to regulate the pollution of the environment by Americans is to ignore the global nature of the environment.  The fiction of national boundaries set down in the era of international white imperialism should not be used to prevent interventions against international crime, international plunder, and international violations of basic human rights.

Nationalism is used as an excuse to ignore my responsibility to the planet and to my fellow humans.  Nationalism is a curse left behind from an era that gave us Hitler as a spokesman for national destiny.  It is time that we became citizens of the planet.

O is for Obsolescence:

The capitalist system is based on obsolescence.  You’re your skills become obsolescent, I can sell you new job skills.  When machines become obsolescent, I can sell you a new machine.  The free market does not force the seller to factor in the cost of recycling the resulting waste, or retraining the fired worker.

The liberal solution is to raise taxes.  But taxes only increase the power of the government bureaucracy that is easily manipulated by the wealthy classes that control the state.  These privileged classes manipulate the political system so that an inordinate amount of government wealth and power is distributed in such a way that it favors their interests.

The socialist system is to nationalize production.  But, national production concentrates power at a national level and further undermines the local communities that were the original victims of exploitative production.

One solution is community initiative.  But, the local community has had often been so drained of resources that the generation of community initiative is very difficult.

Any attempt to generate community initiative at the national level only increases the obsolescence of the community by making it dependent upon outside support.

The answer to obsolescence is the support of renewable community resources as the result of community initiative, as the result of conservation of a stable environment.

P is for Politicized Economy:

The ideology of free enterprise and capitalism is hollow.  It fails to acknowledged the politicized economy.  The international corporations use national boundaries to divide and conquer.  They manipulate local national politics to create the political, social, and economic conditions they need to continue to exploit and plunder, to generate profits where ever profits can be obtained.

They are not to blame.  The public is to blame for its codependence upon their addiction to wealth and power.  They will exploit where ever and when ever we allow them.  The profits to be obtained from selling infinitely valuable resources at finite prices are too attractive for them to be able to stop until we force them to stop.

They are drunks and we are the codependents that enable them.  We feed their addictions to wealth and they feed our addictions to the goods and services they provide us.

We attempt to control this out of control economy at the national level.  But, this is the very place where it cannot be controlled because of the stranglehold that the wealthy have on national politics.  Control must be exerted at the local community level and at the international level if it is going to succeed in preventing further degradation of planetary resources and exploitation of human rights.

When we attempt to set up government controls, the capitalists point out the sickness of national government.

Q is for Quality:

It is time that we stood up for quality rather than quantity.  Gross National Product and Profit cannot measure the important things.  The quality of the environment is an example.  The stability of our community is another.  The ecological health of the planet is an example of something that cannot be given a quantitative measure.   Things that can be quantitatively measured have finite values.  Things that cannot be measure often have infinite values.  We must be careful of what we are sacrificing for increases in the quantity of our Gross National Product.

Part of the failure of communism was that it went for easily measurable targets like the amount of cement produced.  It trying to reach these targets, the effect on the community and the environment was ignored.  The drive for profit and the drive for high wages can do similar thing to private industry and private production.

Economics allows us to measure and test assumptions about business and profit.  We must remember that some of the most important things cannot be measured or tested.

Behind objects is the subjectivity that allows us to participate in knowing and viewing objects.

You can measure how many apples I will buy.  There is no way of measuring my subjective experience of apples.  That subjective experience is the reason that I buy apples.

The most important part of economics remains outside the boundary of economics and always will.

R is for Republic:

Good government requires a balance that considers all the aspects of these questions.  Freedom needs to be balanced against order.  Democracy needs to be balanced against morality and virtue (which often means the protection of minority rights).  Practical utility needs to be balanced against the infinite values of the larger environment.  Individual debate needs to be balanced against community concern.

The result is neither capitalism nor communism.  It is neither liberal nor conservative.  It is neither legalism nor progressivism.  It is neither individualism nor collectivism.  It is neither idealism nor pragmatism.  It is neither romanticism nor realism.  It transcends analysis and synthesis.  It transcends liberty and organization.  It transcends nobility and populism.  It simply finds the best balance between all alternatives that maximally favors virtue and happiness in all people and all things.

Such a government takes the best from Aristocracy and Democracy, from Monarchy and Republicanism, from Individualism and Socialism, from Anarchy and Absolutism.  In such a state the people elect the truly virtuous and the truly virtuous support the will of the people.  In such as state the public order maintains liberty and liberty is used to improve the public order.  In such a Republic practical measures are used to protect the heritage of the past and the resources inherited from the past are used to develop practical solutions to current problems.

S is for Socialism:

Nationalism has corrupted the debate between capitalism and socialism.  National power is used to support the development of elites that are addicted to wealth and power.  These elites use the power of the state to support agendas the support their own ambitions.  Nationalism corrupts both socialism and capitalism by corrupting the ruling classes that control the politicized economy.

Capitalism corrupts at a national level by undercutting attempts to regulate corporations and prevent the development of monopolies.  Socialism corrupts at  national level by undercutting local communities and the creative activities of local individuals.  Effective capitalism generates small enterprises developed at a local level by local individualism.  Effective socialism generates local corporations supported at a local level by local community effort.

Socialism should not be used to suppress free markets.  Socialism should be used to prevent free markets from assigning finite values to infinitely precious environmental and human resources.  Socialism should be used to balance free enterprise with equality, to balance individual experiment with community stability.

Both socialism and capitalism need to have a local and a global focus rather than a national focus.  National forms of capitalism and socialism encourage exploitation and militarism.  

T is for Theory:

Economics is cursed by oppressive theories.  The economic theory of Karl Marx warps social theory in the direction of the creation of despotic national economies.  The economic theory of Milton Friedman warps capital theory by ignoring the participation of capitalism in a politicized economy where the capitalist classes use their power to increase inequality and manipulate the market to support  personal addictions.

Marx’s thought is warped by is dogmatic devotion to dialectical materialism.  Friedman’s thought is warped by  dogmatic devotion to a positivism that shows the influence of Social Darwinism.  Neither thinker seems to be able to see beyond his limited assumptions.  For Friedman, individualism is a dogmatic good and government a dogmatic bad.  For Marx, rule by the workers is a dogmatic good and capital is a dogmatic bad.

Dogmatisms of this kind prevent us from looking for the balance that is necessary to maintain stability in any system.  They encourage extremes of collectivism and individualism that prevent any kind of pragmatic compromise in service of the greater good.

Capitalist economics is cursed by the dogmatic belief in the magic of the free market.  Socialist economics is cursed by the dogmatic belief in the magic of the dialectic.  The concern of capitalist theory for free markets causes an overemphasis of the role of corporations in productivity.

U is for Utilitarianism:

Utilitarianism is an adequate approach to finite values.  When it comes to finite values, there is nothing wrong with systems that would provide the greatest good to the greatest number.  Utilitarianism becomes inadequate when infinite values are considered.

The violation of basic human rights and the exploitation of priceless environmental resources should never occur in order to provide for utilitarian public ends.  To do so would be to generate measurable public values at the expense of immeasurable resources: the environment, the rights of human beings.

There is a place for utilitarian economics and there is a limit beyond which it must not go.  That is why a politicized economy should not be allowed to generate such inequality of power and wealth that the ruling classes are able to turn humans into commodities and priceless resources into for profit goods.

That this is happened often in the history of capitalism is verified by the record of the use of humans as commodities in the capitalism of slavery.  Further evidence can be found in the use of priceless environmental treasures as commodities in the capitalist history of the fur trade, the ivory trade, and the feather trade.  You do not put a lumber mill owner in charge of your redwood forest or a slave trader in charge of your children.  Yet, this is what the apologists for free market utilitarianism would have us do.

V is for Values:

Effective government is needed to strike a balance between infinite and finite values.   Finite values are utilitarian values.  They are the cost of things that are provided to satisfy human needs that can be supplied with out irreparable damage the environment or to human rights.

Infinite values are priceless things like basic human rights and resources that are necessary to sustain the health of the environment.

Strong government is needed to protect these infinite values and prevent corporations, individuals, and governments from destroying them.  This government must be imposed globally because the exploitation of these values occurs globally.  Anything less endangers the well being of all humans on the planet.

International corporations must not be allowed to police themselves.  Corporations are established to pursue profits and profits generate infinite losses to humans and their environment where the corporate pursuit of profits is not regulated.  The human impulse to exploit infinite values for sale at finite prices, and ignore the infinite losses this exploitation produces, is a natural attribute of the greed and avarice that motivates private pursuit of profit.

Without global regulation the survival of the planet and the species is doomed.  There is no alternative.  There is no choice.  Globally regulate or allow your children to die and your species to become extinct. 

W is for World:

There is no will to provide for any regulation of the world economy.  Economic theory has lulled us into believing that the self regulating powers of the free market will solve everything.  These self regulating powers were not able to prevent the sale of human beings in the free enterprise efforts associated with slavery.  The free market did not prevent humans from being sold as slaves.  The free market did not prevent the destruction of the redwood forests of the Pacific or the white pine forests of Northern Michigan.

Young nations newly liberated from European empire are not likely to look with favor on globally imposed regulation of their economies.  Underdeveloped nations are not likely to look with favor on restrictions imposed on their development in order to protect their environment.

There is no will for such global government.  That is why it is so necessary that it be imposed.  The vacuum created by this lack of will and this lack of foresight is a vacuum in which priceless environmental resources will disappear to feed the endless appetite of the capitalist wealth addict for more finite profits regardless of the effects that these profits generate.

The human species has no will to stop plundering, no will to stop exploiting.  The human species has no will to impose the kind of world government that is need to preserve the planet and prevent the destruction of our resources.

X is for Xeric:

The Xeric areas of the world record effects of the historical processes that generated human civilization.  As the grasslands retreated at the expense of deserts at the end of the last ice age, humans were driven to the river valleys where irrigation could be used to support agriculture.

When agriculture became inadequate, humans took to herding sheep, goats, and cattle.  The sheep and goats ate the grasses at the edge of the desert.  Without grass to hold it down, the dry soil blew away in the wind.  The deserts of the world continued to grow at the expense of fertile lands.

Humans continue to increase in numbers.  Humans continue to intensify their use of the environment.  The xeric areas continue to expand as human use of water and other resources is drawn away from the natural environment.

These pressures cannot continue.  The resources of the earth are finite.  Since they are finite they have infinite value. There is no true measure that can be given them by any free market.  There is no limit to their potential worth.

When these resources seemed to be infinite, they could be given finite value.  Their value was simply the cost of their extracting them, processing them, and delivering them.

As long as there were infinite amounts, they could always be replaced once wasted.  But, if they cannot be replaced, they begin to become priceless.   Their value has no limit.

Y is Yield:

Free market theory converts infinite values into finite values by looking at marketplace yields.  If there are just five of us, then this priceless painting by Rubens has a finite price, the highest price we choose to bid on it.

But what about the future generations that cannot be present.  If they could come back from the future, what would they bid?

Built into the assumptions around the sale of a Rubens is the notion that who ever purchases it will properly care for it.  If it was known that a Rubens would be purchased in order to be destroyed, the government would probably step into prevent the destruction.  The finite value the market assigns to the painting is money yield of its sale, the cost of possessing it, not the value of the painting itself, which is priceless because it cannot be replaced.

We are confused on these issues because of our market place focus.  Our economic theory is based on the profit yield of an investment.  We confuse the measures we take with other views of reality.  Ecology measures the yield of the environment in energy stored from sunlight.  Since our economy is parasitic on this larger system, this is the measure that should be looked at before any other measures.  Economic systems that yield profits that subtract from ecological yield are plunder based systems.  They take infinite values (values of the human rights and the ecological systems that make economic system possible) and give them finite prices to generate infinite losses.

Z is for Zero:

The actual profits of most free market systems are either zero or minus quantities because of the mistaken assumptions made by capital based accounting systems.

Most of the actual cost of the products made and the profits gained are not paid for.  The producers are not made to take responsibility for the effects of their activities on society and the environment.

Because we do not have to take responsibility for the true cost of the goods and services we receive, we can fool ourselves into believing that the luxuries we enjoy represent progress.  We can hide from the degeneration of our environment and the global waste of its resources.  We never take account of our negative effect on the world.  We continue to do what we do without guilt because we are ignorant of the zero or minus value of our activities to the larger well being of the planet.

The failure to look at the larger balance of things and the global effects of local activities only encourages us in our selfish addiction to our private pleasures.  This failure subverts our spiritual best interests.  This failure does not serve our spiritual health and well being.  This failure serves only our addictive behaviors.  It does not help us in being better citizens of the planet.  It assists us in the increase of our greed, our lust, and our ability to plunder and exploit.  It does not benefit our virtue.  It does not serve the interests of our children and their children.  It does not help us pay back our debt to this planet.

