
A is for Ancient:

Since ancient times Western civilization has been going through waves of violent change.  Each new set of ideas it absorbs send violent shock waves through the culture as it embraces, digests, and recycles the new ideas in modified from.  This can be seen in the history of the ideas given us by the ancient Greeks.

Ancient Greek culture was developing in the long period between 800 and 400 BC.  During this period Greek democracy flowered in Athens.  Socrates, Plato and Aristotle developed “philosophy” as a way of systematically developing rational ideas.

The conquest of the Persian Empire by a Macedonian prince that had studied under Aristotle (Alexander the Great) created a “Hellenic period in which the mingling of Greek and Persian thought generated a new world system.  The library at Alexandria in Egypt and the school in the ancient city of Athens in Greece were the pivot points of that Hellenic way of life.

Gradually Rome conquered the Greek city states and many of the important kingdoms of the Hellenic world including Egypt and Alexandria.  The next 400 years, from 0 to 400 AD, were a Roman period when a new Latin speaking culture came to dominate the old Greek language Hellenic world.

The Roman Empire began to decline, a new Eastern Roman Empire based in Constantinope rose in its place.  The next 400 years, 400 to 800 AD, were characterized by the dominance of its new Byzantine approach to culture.  At this point, the old Greek paganism is thoroughly in decline.  Toward the end of this period the ancient schools of Athens would finally close.  Jewish (its Christian form) monotheism was conquering ancient polytheism.

B is for Byzantine:

During each of these period, the West is attempting to digest new ideas.  Greek ideas from ancient Athens, Persian ideas in the Hellenic period, Roman and Carthaginian ideas in the Imperial Period, Jewish-Christian ideas in the Byzantine period.  Byzantine culture went go into decline as the West began to absorb Western Germanic influences and then Arab influences.

These are like vibrations passing through the body of Western culture.  The beginnings of the Byzantine synthesis gradually come together during the later days of the Roman Empire.  As Rome declines, a new synthesis emerges in the East bringing Christianized Jewish thought into the dough of ancient pagan philosophy and ancient Roman government.

Gradually the triumph generated by the energy of this synthesis begins to peak.  The Byzantine culture begins to age.  Gradually it begins to show signs of decay.  Just as this decay is setting in, the West begins to rise again, but now in a new Holy Roman synthesis with new rulers with Germanic origins like Charlemange.

As this Western culture rises like rising dough, it unleashes the crusades.  The effect of the crusades is to expose the West to Arabic culture and to push Byzantine culture further toward its final decline.

But, just as Greek culture in its Byzantine wrappings reaches its final limit. Just as the Turks are absorbing it.  Greek and Roman thinking have a new birth in the Renaissance culture of the towns of Northern Italy centered on the merchant state of Florence.  Thus, there is a wave like cycle in the fortunes of Greek thought.  It passes like a wave front with cyclic high and low points.

C is for Christian:

Christianity is the vehicle through which Jewish thought was absorbed into Western culture.  This synthesis began during the early days of the Roman Empire and does not emerge in its full public glory until the high points of Byzantine culture under notable Byzantine Emperors like Justinian.  Christianity begins to have its own architecture in this period.  Its churches begin to be more than made over Roman basilicas.

As the Eastern form of Christianity begins to decline, the Western form begins to rise.  But, Western Christianity is also attempting to digest a heavy dose of Northern European Germanic and Celtic culture as it does this.  The basic rituals and dogmas of Christianity are not changed as this absorption takes place, but the inner meaning and import of these dogmas and rituals begin to change radically.

By 800 AD, the absorption process is complete and  Western Christianity has begun a new approach to the world in response to the threat of Arabic influence and the spread of Islam.  The crusades in the East and the advance of Spanish Christianity against the Moors in the West are important aspects of this new phase.  Its flowering is the absorption of Aristotle, as digested by Islam, into the body of Augustinian theology as reinterpreted by Saint Thomas Aquinas.

This begins a new rise in the influence of Greek ideas.  Between 1200 and 1600 AD, Venice will provide an avenue in which more ideas will pass west.  The decline of the Byzantine Empire will bring these influences through the Venetian gate resulting in the Renaissance.  From that change will come the Reformation and the search for the original Greek form of the scriptures.

D is for Dynamic:

All these influences are always in some kind of dynamic relationship to the whole.  Aspects of their relationship to the whole are always in some kind of dynamic flux, rising and falling, climaxing and declining.  The arbitrary division of historical time into blocks of 400 years is as good as any division because of this dynamic complexity.  The body of events can be cut in any place and the general effect is the same.  Whatever was rising in one period will be in decline in another and rising in a following period.

The result is neither determinate or indeterminate, it transcends the limits of both complexity and simplicity to the point that it might be described as supercomplexity or supersimplicity.  It is a whole that so overwhelms its constituent parts as to be indescribable, it is beyond analysis.  Yet it has its simple aspects.  Cultural influences are continually taken in like meat into a meat grinder only to emerge as a new form of cultural sausage.  Thus we melt Persian, Greek, Jewish, and Roman elements to generate that strange creature that is Byzantium.  Then we watch it triumph, decay, go into long decline, and slowly expire.

But as this magical transformation takes place, new substances are being added to the culture machine, it absorbs from Islam, dying Byzantium is recycled to Italy.  The revived West absorbs from the New World, from Africa, from the Orient and out of this comes that strange beast called the “Enlightenment.”  

Medieval elements are in decline only to return in Romantic and Gothic revivals.  Nothing lasts forever and yet nothing stays dead without some form of recycle or rebirth.  Endlessly these waves rise and fall and crash on the rocks of Western thought.  

E is for Enlightenment:

Greek ideas developed roughly in the period from 800 to 400 BC.  They triumphed in the Hellenic period from 400 to 0 BC.  The rise and decline of the Imperial phase of Roman culture from  0 AD to 400 AD saw a decline of Greek paganism with the rise of Christianity.  From 400 to 800 AD, Greek thought entered its “Dark Ages.”

The “Middle Ages” saw a return of interest in such Greek thinkers as Aristotle during the period form 800 to 1200 AD.  Gradually this was lay the seeds for the return of Greek ideas to prominence in the Renaissance and Reformation.  The period from 1600 AD to 2000 AD saw the triumph of these ideas in new burst of interest in science, philosophy, humanism, and democratic and republican government.

Central to this period are the ideas associated with the “Enlightenment.”  The Enlightenment was a product of the triumph of the scientific ideas of Isaac Newton and the rational and empirical traditions in philosophy.  Enlightenment ideas were popularized by Voltaire in France and Thomas Jefferson in North America.

In the influence of Greek thought on the Enlightenment, we can see the result of the wave front of movement of these ideas through Western culture as the influence rose in Hellenic times, fell in Roman times, reached bottom in the Dark Ages to rise again.  Yet, within this broad sweep there are secondary and  tertiary patterns.

The Enlightenment’s concern for the rational and the civilized was quickly countered by a Romantic period concerned with the irrational and wild nature, with the Germanic and the Gothic.

F is for France:

The Renaissance began in Italy, the Reformation in Germany, France was the center of the Enlightenment and both England and Germany of the Romantic reaction.  The Realist reaction to the idealism of both the Enlightenment and the Romantic began in France with the rise of Positivism and in England with the Naturalism of Social Darwinism, and ended in North America with Pragmatism.

German Existentialism inspired French Existentialism.  French Realism inspired Impressionism.  Expressionism developed from many sources as a global response to the overstimulation generated by these plural forces.  The waves of conflicting ideas passing through Western culture began to generate the storm that broke in World War I and World War II.

Between the time of the French Revolution and the Existentialism of Sartre, Paris was the pivot point around which this hurricane spun.  Then the hurricane began to move west toward the New World where it continues to spin over New York City,  Washington DC and Los Angeles, the centers of the international economic, military, and entertainment power complex.

Ideas, institutions, languages, cultures, and associated environmental conditions complex together in relationships that transcend reason.  They are so powerful that the culture assumes them.  They form a wall against reason that thought is unable to penetrate.  Their power breaks with such a force that no argument or fact can stand against it and they sweep all before them, confounding all in a fog that overwhelms sanity and overcomes sense and judgment.  When Napoleon marched east to Moscow, Paris moved with him, as Athens moved with Alexander.

G is for Greek:

The convulsions of culture that generate a Napoleon or an Alexander, cause Romanticism to spin out of the Enlightenment or Hellenic culture to spew out of the Classic Greek, are the products of the long series of assimilations that began with the invention of agriculture.  Agriculture brought people together in new forms of cooperation and trade that became increasingly complex and increasingly global.

These global tendencies were resisted by the naturally paranoid bias of the right hemisphere global thinking centers of the human brain.  The liberal impulse to embrace these new trade opportunities and new ideas was quickly countered by the paranoid.  We see this theme play out in the wars of Athens and Sparta.  Athens represented the xenophobic or liberal tendency and Sparta, the conservative.  Persia was the enemy that inspired the conflict and Alexander the Great’s conquest of Persia was the resolution.

Slowly Persian ideas crept into the right brain synthesis.  Gradually Hellenic civilization became more imperial and less democratic, more moralistic and less rational, more concerned with heaven and hell in the afterlife and less concerned with happiness and balance in this life.  With St. Augustine, Plato and Zoroaster have fused as one.

Greek culture began to form along the shores of the eastern Mediterranean from 1200 BC to 800 BC.  This is the same period that Jewish culture was been consolidated around the Kingdom of David and Solomon as a result of the pressures of Assyrian Empire.  Through the medium of Greek culture ideas from the northern grasslands mingle with the remnants of Minoan maritime economy.  The Jews bring Semitic ideas from the deserts.

H is for Hellenic:

Always the central culture is attempting to absorb something pushing in from the outside.  Persian ideas merge with Greek ideas in the Hellenic period, Roman ideas with Hellenic ideas in the Roman period, Jewish ideas with Roman ideas in the early Christian period, Germanic, Arabic, and finally Byzantine ideas in later Medieval and Renaissance periods.  Finally New World and Asian ideas in the modern periods.

The period just prior to the Hellenic period represents the increasing sophistication of local tribes around the Mediterranean in the use of the Phoenician alphabet.  Both the Jews and the Greeks are developing a written literature.  It is the fusion of the written Greek culture with the Persian that generates the Hellenic.

The written Jewish literature begins to fuse with the Greek during the Roman, and the fusion climaxes in the Byzantine.  In looking at this process, we need to distinguish between oral culture and written culture.  Genes are biological units.  Dawkin’s “memes” are primitive neurological memory units.  We might designate their oral language equivalents as “temes,” their written language equivalents as “wemes,” their printed language equivalents as “pemes,” and their media equivalents as “remes.”

All of these propagate differently.  Western civilization begins with the emergence of wemes as carriers of the culture of the common people, rather than as an official record keeping device of the ruling class.  The Greeks were the first to use wemes to convey information to the young.  They invented modern education.

The Hellenic age began the attempt of the ruling classes to spread the Greek wemes throughout the old Persian Empire.  The Romans would use Greek wemes to turn Latin into a weme medium.

I is for India:

Wemes first appear in the Old World in the great river valleys of the Fertile Crescent and Northern China.  Fertile Crescent writing goes through a long evolution with the alphabetic writing of Phoenicia generated writing systems that are used in most of the civilized world outside of China. Phoenician writing systems passed to India in a form that emphasizes the syllable.

The great river valley agricultural complexes had developed societies with many levels.  Outside these complexes were nomadic tribes that were spreading across the grassland.  As the grasslands began to disappear and came to be replaced by desert and dry steppe, these relatively more democratically organized people invaded the river valleys.  A result of the invasion on the Indus River valley by the Sanskrit speaking Aryans from areas north and east of Persia, was the development of the culture we find in modern India.

A similar conquest of the upland areas between India and Iraq generated the beginnings of the Persian Empire, an Empire that would spread both east and west till it absorbed all or parts of three of the four great river valley agricultural systems: the Egyptian, the Babylonian, the Indus of western India.

Alexander the Great conquered the Persian Empire and brought Greek language to the banks of the Indus.  As the Hellenic Age of the West attempted to digest his assimilation of Persian culture into the world of the Greek wemes, a great king of India named “Asoka” was greeting the first great empire of India.  His sponsorship of a form of belief called “Buddhism” was the beginning of the development of imperial belief systems in the East of the type that substituted gifts in the afterlife for the gifts that society was unable to provide in this life.

J is for Japan:

Japanese culture is a result of the attempt to fuse the temes of Japanese oral language into the wemes of China.  The Chinese attempted to assimilate the separate oral temes of the river valleys of East Asia into the Mandarin weme system.  Two  systems developed, the Taoist emphasizing the natural and the rural and the Confucian emphasizing the urban and the sophisticated.

Into this mix, missions to India brought the Sanskrit wemes of thought systems that had developed from Asoka’s Buddhism.

These developing weme systems were imported by the Japanese, along with their developing Confucian and Taoist sisters.

Japan demonstrates the resistance of a weme system to the local teme cultures and the resistance of local teme cultures to the invading wemes.  Modern civilized cultures are a product of the interaction of these warring forces.  Hajime Nakamura’s classic work “Ways of Thinking of Eastern Peoples” documents this effect.

Japan has fused these influence to generate its own unique weme system.  To understand modern Japan, you must examine it at many levels: biological genes, psychological memes, anthropological temes, sociological and historical wemes, economic and technological pemes and remes, and finally the emerging “semes” of communication systems.  A society with sophisticated wemes, pemes, and remes, etc., is not the same as a society like that of Indonesia that is still experimenting with ways of assimilating local temes into rival weme systems.

The different reactions of a society like Japan with a complex weme base in contrast to societies with more primitive weme structures, show how society must be examined on all levels.

K is for Keltic:

The Western weme system is a product of the assault of diverse groups of nomadic peoples on the great agricultural complexes of the fertile crescent.  The world first weme code were written in cuneiform on clay tablets in the Tigris and Euphrates river valleys and later in Egyptian Hieroglyphics on papyrus in the valley of the Nile.  Semitic speaking peoples spread through the vast grasslands surrounding these civilizations.

As the grasslands began to disappear, they pressed down on the civilizations of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  Semitic speaking civilizations began to develop that adapted their Semitic temes to the cuneiform weme codes of valley culture.  Semitic speaking temes invaded the areas around Palestine between the Egyptian and Babylonia cultural areas.  Here we find the origin of the Phoenician and Jewish cultures and the development of the Phoenician form of writing.

Waves of peoples moved west and east from the northern grasslands as the northern grasslands began to disappear also.  These Indo-Aryan people stimulated the development of Sanskrit in India, modern Persian, Greek, and Latin.  Peoples speaking Keltic tongues washed across Europe followed by groups with Germanic temes and finally Slavic temes appeared in Eastern Europe pressed by temes of Uralic language speaking tribes (“Huns”) not far behind.

The collapse of the grassland economy that allowed humans to expand in numbers following the last ice age, was the force that seems to have driven the development of modern agriculture and the increasing sophistication of agricultural economies in order to accommodate the pressure of increasing numbers both inside and outside the gates of its cities.  The Kelts were one of these.

L is for Latin:

The Greeks were a product of the fusion of existing Minoan maritime civilization with the influx of Greek speaking Indo-Aryans from the Eurasian steppes.  Greek culture had the advantage of developing around maritime city states rather than the great imperial temple complexes of the river valleys.  It developed the first weme system that reached out to the whole people.  It was the first total fusion of teme and weme.

The Greeks took the Phoenician weme code, or alphabet, and added the vowels to it, creating modern written language.  The Romans absorbed the Greek system and modified it to create the Roman alphabet.  They fused the Phoenician, Persian, Greek, and Hebrew wemes into this new Roman alphabet weme to created literary Latin. Their success is demonstrated by the survival of Latin to this day as a “dead” language, as a totally weme language that has lost all of its “living” teme elements.

This is why civilization begins with the Greeks.  All the previous civilizations were not complete.  Their weme system was not comprehensive enough to completely absorb the local temes.  The Jews were in the process of developing their own comprehensive weme system, but it took centuries of struggle and exile before they completed the process.

Once the Jews had reached a critical stage in the process, the Romans, who specialized in stealing the weme systems of others, engulfed and absorbed it and annexed it to the Latin weme system in the form of Christian literature.  The Latin weme system was unique in its easy access to the democratic Greek wemes.  Never before had a weme system been so complete or so global.  The Arabic, Sanskrit, and Mandarin wemes were all more difficult.

Sanskrit was strictly the weme of the Brahmin caste.

M is for Medieval:

Western history is the history of the assimilation of the Greek weme system.  The Greek weme system is the key system because it was the first to fuse completely with its temes.  Real history begins with Ancient Greece just as real paleontology begins with the emergence of large complex animals and plants.  Babylon, Egypt, Persia are important because of their influence on the Greek weme and the Latin weme that absorbed it.

They are also important because of their influence on the Hebrew weme that was appended as a subsystem of the Greek and the Latin.  The Medieval period was a critical period in that assimilation.  The Byzantine period (400 to 800 AD in rough chronology) saw the absorption of the Hebrew into both Greek and Latin systems with the development of the Orthodox and Catholic church systems.

The early Middle Ages saw Germanic temes being absorbed into the Latin weme system of the Catholic West (800 to 1200 AD in rough chronology).  The late Middle Ages and early Renaissance (1200 to 1600 AD) saw integration of material from Arabic and Byzantine Greek wemes resulting from the absorption of the Moors by Spain, the influence of the Crusades, the expansion of Venice and the fall of the Byzantine East.

This resulted in the rising influence of Classical Greek and Latin weme material at the expense of Medieval Latin.  In this we see the wave front of collision of various teme material within a weme system.  There is a continuous tradition of Latin and Greek weme systems within Catholic West and Orthodox East.  However, the polytheist Greek teme element develops in the Archaic period, consolidates in the Greek period, triumphs in the Hellenic period, falls in the Roman period, yet rises again in the Middle Ages.

N is for New World:

We are deliberately oversimplifying and avoiding factual details so that overall patterns that are typically ignored can be seen.  We get so involved in geographic and racial details that we loose sight of the larger patterns.  Western civilization is the history of the interaction of the core Greek weme with external weme and teme material.  It is the history of the triumph of this weme system through assimilation and conquest over its rivals.

The Greek temes develop in the Archaic period, consolidate as a weme in the Greek are extended by conquest of Persia in the Hellenic, are absorbed by the Latin in the Roman, absorb the Hebrew in the Byzantine, absorb Germanic temes in the Early Medieval and consolidate Byzantine weme material with western Latin material (along with Arabic weme influences) in the Late Medieval and Renaissance.

During the subsequent period characterized by the emergence of rationalism, empiricism and enlightenment influences, (the Modern Period: 1600 to 2000 AD), the West was been extending into the New World and absorbing teme material from the New World.  This extension of the Western weme stimulated the rise of science and led to the development of the Enlightenment.

Even the Romantic reaction to the Enlightenment was characterized by the further extension of the West into new territory, the increasing influence of the New World upon the old.  Some of the Romantic reaction came in response to the influence of ideas from South and East Asia.  The increasing stimulus of the West by weme material from the two greatest external weme systems (the Sanskrit and the Mandarin) has lead gradually to the start of the next stage in this process, the beginning of the Global Era (roughly 2000 to 2400 AD), a period in which East should merge with West.

O is for Ocean:

The original Greek culture was an ocean culture.  The response of civilization to the presence of ocean encourage the development of abbreviated weme codes that were simple and light enough to be transported by sea (as opposed to carrying clay tablets with cuneiform marks on them).  The European area that nurtured the subsequent development of Latin and Greek based weme systems was an area that specialized in oceanic transport.

The expansion of North Sea trade and the development of overseas colonies by the English led to the gradual development of an overseas British Empire.  English gradually came to replace Latin and Greek as the core weme system of the West as a result of the expansion of the English Imperial system.  The Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French, Italian, and German systems that rivaled the English system at various times were basically sister systems, developments of the same Greek-Latin-Hebrew weme complex that nurtured English.

It was the existence of these rival systems that made the conquest of the ocean world by the West so effective.  A single attempt at conquest would not have worked as well.  The multiheaded character of the Western weme complex allowed it to compete and specialize.  It gave energy and adaptability to the West that could not be found in the monolithic Moghul Empire of India, or in the Mandarin system of China.

The competing systems of French vs. English, English vs. German, Catholic vs. Orthodox, Catholic vs. Protestant, English vs. Russian, Christian vs. Muslim, had certain similarities with the male and female relationship in biology.  Western culture was forever dividing, separating, and recombine much as the cells of a primitive alga might fuse its separate swimming spores in a zygote.

P is for Progression:

All of this separation and fusion tends to confuse the student of history and obscure the underlying patterns.  The underlying patterns involve the movement of energy toward entropy driving the emergence of energy dissapative structures that develop greater potential for storing weightless information as a means of directing the emergence of structures more effectively organized for conserving energy in form.  The result of this is the emergence of various levels of organization: wave, particle, atom, molecule, cell, organism, tribe, republic, industrial state, electronic network, computer network, rebotic network, artificial life (androids), artificial mind (demons), artificial universes (gods), artificial hyperspace (new heavens, savior God).

Elsewhere we have given labels to these such as Atoms (atom), Zymos (molecule), Bios (cell), Psychos (organism), Anthros (tribe), Demos (city), Mechanos (industry), Cybernos (electronic), Systemos (computer), and Synos (robotic).  We have called the code system for the biological by its common name “genes.”  We have used Dawkins name “memes” for psychological codes.

We call oral language codes of the Anthos “temes.”  We call written language codes of the Demos “wemes.”  We call printed language codes of the Mechanos “pemes.”  We call electronic codes of the Cybernos “remes.”  We call computer codes of the Systemos “semes.”  Let us acknowledge the beginning of a whole new series by calling the emerging information units of future robotic systems as “robes.”  Their android derivatives would be “anobes and their supersystem derivatives, depending on degree of sophistication: “demobes,” “theobes,” and “genobes.”

Geneobes are the systems that cause the progression to turn into a cycle.  They represent evolving primal creative information.

Q is for Quartet:

Oswald Spengler in his classic “Decline and Fall of the West,” saw the effect of teme development on the wemes.  A teme influence seemed to go through a Quartet of phases with the assimilation of the teme by the weme, the resulting rise, triumph, and decline of its influence.  Spengler failed to distinguish between teme and weme.

Spengler did notice three critical phases, the Greek-Roman he called the “Apolloinian.”  The Byzantine assimilation of Christianity into the Apolloinian, was called the “Magian.  The subsequent absorption of Germanic temes was called the “Faustian.”  Since the Germanic temes rise in the wemes of the West was contemporary with the return of the classic Greek teme, Spengler confused the two and decided it represented a triumph of the Faustian phase.

Subsequent developments, as Western wemes systems began their conquest of the oceans, were mistaken by him as signs of the decline of the weme system itself.  In actuality the triumph of the Western wemes were stimulating a new level of organization in which Mechanos (industrial civilization) began to replace Demos (writing based civilization) and a reme system based on the printed word began absorb all wemes into a new level of organization.

When this transformation took place, the return of Classic model within the traditional Latin and Greek based weme was starting to decay into a Baroque excess.  However with the origin of the Western reme, a new Classic reme model appeared as part of the Enlightenment.  The Romantic reaction to this represented a natural conservative drawing back in the face of something radically different.  This Romantic reaction fixed the Enlightenment as the core of the new reme ideal and the Romantic as its outer extension.

R is for Realism:

The subsequent Realistic, Naturalistic, Impressionistic, and Expressionistic movements in art and ideas represent the attempt of culture to use the new reme models to process information at the reme level.  Realism and Naturalism are attempts to recognize and explore the information. Impressionism and Expressionism are attempts to absorb and process the information, and form reactions to it within the parameters of the Enlightenment reme, Mechanos industrial civilization ideal.

Civilization retains the effects of the temes as sayings.  It retains the wemes as chapters, as essays, as plays, like the dialogues of Plato.  The reme level represents the rise of the novel, of the book rather than the chapter.  First we have the classic phase with works like Tom Jones, then comes the Romantic reaction with novels like those of Scott. Realism, Naturalism, Impressionism quickly follow climaxing in the Expressionism of the Twentieth Century.

This progression has been set off course by new developments generating new levels of expression at the Cybernos, and Systemos levels.  Currently global culture is exploring new levels of organization coded by remes and semes, as the last of the natural begins to fade before the rise of the artificial in the coming robes of evolving robotic culture.  Our Science Fiction writers are the prophets of the coming of these new phases.  Its beginnings have deflected the natural course of all lower level progressions.

Signs and symbols are at the meme level.  Sayings are effects of temes, chapters of wemes, books of pemes.  The Cybernos phase of electronic civilization, of the reme, is characterized by the series.  The Systemos phase, the semes, are characterized by the superseries, by the endless networks of information and games that only supersystems like the Internet can provide.

S is for Semes:

The first four levels of organization, Photos, Protos, Atomos, Zymos (Wave, Particle, Atom, Molecutle), establish the complexity needed to store units of information. The next seven levels of organization create increasingly sophisticated levels of that storage: gene (genetics), meme (learning), teme (speech), weme (writing), peme (print), reme (electronic), and seme (computer). 

The first four of these increasingly sophisticated levels generate a human world of biology (gene), psychology (meme), anthropology (teme), and sociology (weme).  The second three of these increasingly sophisticated levels generate a technical world of industry (peme), electronics (reme), and programmed systems (semes).

The last five levels of organization represent increasingly sophisticated levels of artificial systems: robotic (robes) at the super-technical level, android (anobes) at the science fiction level, demons (denobes) at the fantasy level, gods (theobes) at the mythological level, makers (genobes) at the theological or cosmogenic level.

These final levels close the loop and turn the progression into a cycle, as the fifth level of sophistication of the seme is the seed that plants an new Heaven that generates a new Earth.  Robotic semes carry the local system to new star systems.  The spread of these artificial robes allows the emergence of anobes at the galaxial level, denobes at the supergalaxial level, theobes at the cosmic level, and genobes at the supercosmic level.

The supercosm generates new cosmi and begins the cycle that produces new laws of energy, new particles, new sources of life.

T is for Time:

Following this progression, time based on the speed of light generates electronic, atomic, molecular, and biological time.  Biological time generates a process of evolution of higher levels of organization emerging at the psychological, anthropological, and sociological levels.  Sociological time produces the historical time line of the West, the time line of written record of the weme.

This means that geological time (wave, particle, molecule, cell, and organism) emerges through a medium of archeological time (tribe and prehistoric village) to emerge in the historic timeline of Archaic (or Ancient PreGreek), Greek, Hellenic, Roman, Byzantine, Early Medieval, Late Medieval, and Modern periods.

The Modern period emerges through Classic, Romantic, Realistic, Impressionistic, and Expressionistic subperiods generating mechanical, electronic, and systematic levels of time keeping systems. The systematic generates robes, anobes, demobes, theobes, and genobes that expand these time systems into the galaxy, supergalaxy, cosmos, and beyond the cosmos.

As time reaches out beyond the cosmos it enters the realm that winds up the thermodynamic energy sources that wind down as local entropy to emerge as local evolution and local time.  As time reaches out beyond the cosmos, weightless information storage begins to conquer measurable (in units of mass equivalent) energy degradation.  The progression of time begins to bend back to create the cycle of time.  The physical regenerates the metaphysical that created a new metaphysical regenerating physical in turn.

In this sense the semes are the reproductive units, the spores that will produce the hypae that will mushroom out as the cosmogenic systems of the gods, the superfungi that recycle the universes.

U is for USA.

The United States is a unit of global empire, of reme, that emerges from the British Empire (peme) and generates the United Nations system (seme).  The United States is the electronic transition between the industrial global system of England and the computer and satellite systems that extend the technical realm beyond the planet and into the solar system in preparation for the conquest of the galaxy (by robes, anobes, demobes, theobes, and genobes).

The British Empire emerges from the progression of Greek, Hellenic, Roman, Byzantine, Holy Roman, Venetian, and Modern imperialism.  Modern imperialism is a multiheaded hydra developing Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Russian, and finally Japanese elements until the final triumph of the English speaking world in the form of the British Empire and the United States and their allies in World War I and World War II.

This complex progression is the result of the absorption of various teme elements by the Greek and Latin weme system of the west and the gradual absorption of the East Asian and South Asian weme systems of the East and the Arabian and Russian extensions of the Western weme system.

There is no perfect way of classifying the developments that generate the hegemony of the United States and its transition to the hegemony of global systems.  The simple transitions are the products of the fusion of many levels of subsystem just as the water in a breaking wave is drawn up by the union of energy from many sources, many local cycles contribute to the greater whole.

The Eastern United States is the center for the old weme and peme based industrial nationalism.  The Western United States is increasingly centered on reme and seme based global systems.

V is for Venice:

Western history is made of extension and intention of expansion and contraction of explorations of the west and reversion toward the east.  The Modern age is the age of the extension of the Old World Westward into the New and the extension of the new West across the Pacific into the Far East.  The age just prior to the modern age was a time that looked east rather than west, it was the time of the empire of the Venetian Republic.

It is easy to forget that the Modern age and its westward movement is a result of an attempt to look backward, the Renaissance as an attempt to return to the Classical Greek and Roman, and to look eastward (Columbus was looking for the East Indies when he found the West).  The success of Venice was a model for its time.

Venice represents a Europe that looked east toward the Empire of the Great Khan, described by Marco Polo.

The success of the Western wemes must divert us from valuing the ancient weme systems of the East.  The very different circumstances surround their development makes they extremely valuable as sources of diversity, as sponges that soaked up and preserved earlier stages of weme development that enlighten and clarify much that is obscure and dark in the metaphysics of the West.

Venice, however, look eastward for spices and trade, for the economic wealth that flowed across the silk route from China or across the Indian Ocean from India and the East Indies.

At this stage, the Western wemes were at lessor levels of sophistication, more nearly equal, or even inferior to Arabic, Sanskrit, and Mandarin based systems to the east.  The West had not yet discovered the printing press, the instrument that it allowed it to greatly expand its information storing capacities.

W is for World:

The world seen before and after Columbus, was a radically different world.  Gradually the exploration of that world by the Spanish and Portuguese, followed by Dutch, English, and French changed our Western vision of that world and changed the world’s vision of itself.

Technical and scientific changes were a vital part of this transformation.  Our capacity to understand the global was vastly different after Galileo, after Copernicus, Kepler, Newton showed us its place in the larger system of things.  The ability to navigate, to find our place in longitude and latitude using tables in a printed book brought powerful changes in the meaning of the word.

The world has both a subjective and an objective existence.  The increase in printed pages, in textbooks, in travel books describing the planet, in fantasy information like that in Swiss Family Robinson, changed both the subjective and objective configuration of world vision.  The ability of the Western wemes to locate and describe the Eastern wemes and the inability to the Eastern wemes to extend beyond themselves to explore the West gave great power to the West.

Even so, the natural superiority of the West should not be assumed.  This has been demonstrated in the remarkable accomplishments of Japan in the short period in which her weme has been opened to the West and allowed to take her measure of the West and locate it within the larger system.  The events leading up to the bombing of Pearl Harbor illustrate the power and import of this external probing and exploration by what was once considered a minor Eastern weme (a subset of the Mandarin).  In this sense the Pacific Ocean becomes the central arena, where West probes the East and the East reaches toward the West.

X is for Xenophobic and Xenophobic:

The themes of xenophobia (fear of the foreign) and xenophilia (love of the foreign) are important themes in discussing the cycles of history and the relationship of temes and wemes.  The success of the Western wemes has been rooted in their relative xenophilia compared to the xenophobia of India, China, and Japan.  Yet that same xenophilia can bring internal division and weakness.

There is a stored energy in the xenophobic wemes of the East that has tremendous hidden power.  This is illustrated by the unexpected success of Japan once the xenophobic depths of its weme system was exposed to xenophobic expansion.  Similar power lingers in the Mandarin and Sanskrit based systems.

Consider the crucial role played by Ghandi in inspiring the non-violence of Martin Luther King.  Ghandi’s vision was a clear case of Eastern weme energy being cut from its xenophobic depths and released into powerful xenophobic creativity.  A similar thing can be seen in the exile of the Tibetan community and the exposure of its xenophobic energy to xenophobic expansion.

Great stores of hidden weme energy yet remain in the East.  This and the radical changes unleashed by the emergence of the peme, reme, seme as new units of information carrying and storing systems, makes it very difficult to predict the future course of world history.

Western fundamentalism and Eastern nationalism are xenophobic responses of the teme and the weme to the intrusion of the peme, reme, and seme in the global system.  Nazi Germany is a good example of an attempt to develop a system using pemes, and remes to consolidate power around wemes rooted in Germanic temes and their genetic and psychological sources.

Y is for Yun:

Yun is Chinese for cloud.  Spengler pointed to a progression in basic images from pillar to dome to flying buttress.  Deep at the root of the temes that mold the wemes is core material from genes and memes.  This takes the form of basic architectural symbols.

The Greek stage was characterized by the building of amphitheaters and statues.  The impression is of stone individuals at the edge of a holy fold in the hills, the site of some oracle, some local spirit.  Gradually the focus changes to larger and larger stone temples with rows of giant pillars like those found in Egypt suggesting rows of date palms brought in order by the irrigations projects of the state.

The architectural device of the Roman period is the arch, and of the Byzantine is the dome, the Medieval is the flying buttress of the cathedral increasingly penetrated by windows in the late Medieval.  The final stage of the Modern is the glass walled skyscraper.

Here we see a progressive change of vision from an arena next to a holy glen or grove with isolated statues, to the yoking of those individuals as pillars in an increasingly dominating state till they are finally fused into an arch and brought into the symbolic dome or cave of Hebrew/Christian thought. 

Not content with conquest of the individuals on earth and their collection into the tent or cave of Western faith, this weme complex now reaches for the sky.  The flying buttress representing, as Spengler pointed out, the trees reaching toward the night stars (and pulling in the wandering stars of Germanic and Keltic thought).  The buttresses reach higher and are penetrated by windows.  Finally they are glasslined skyscrapers reaching into the clouds, their glasslined sides representing: air, cloud, mist, rain.

Z is for Zoology:

The attempt to absorb all that characterizes the weme complex is comprehensive and penetrates to the unconscious level of participating temes as discovered by Freud and Jung.  We see this primal progression showing up in the pyramids of Egypt that poke above the sand like a giant glans on a huge penis.  By later stages of the Egyptian weme, these are pillars of erect phallus like columns. This Egyptian weme idea is integrated into the Hellenic Greek as a consituent phallic column theme.

By the Roman period the phallic column has moved to a groin-like arch and finally a testicle-like dome.  With the conquest of the testicle-like dome by the Byzantine, the emphasis in the architecture of the West moves down the groin to the thigh, which now becomes emphasized in the flying buttress.  The reappearing emphasis of the dome in the early Modern period is almost knee like.  And the later Modern skyscraper thrusting out like a lower leg rooted often in some foot-like structure often covered with misty glass as if to catch the ejaculate bursting out of the animal, the zoological depths of the ancient psyche of the weme.

But is the core of the weme thrusts outward along a magical inner animal body carrying is seeds, its “zoospores,” outward, it also thrusts upward in its external images.  The Faustian image of the Gothic cathedral as a primal forest penetrated by the night sky opens out into a proliferation of windows.  Western architecture opens out into this sky and thrusts up into it and is engulfed by it.

First it is the night sky in the trees, and then the dawns light penetrating the clouds and then great breaks in the clouds that open up the Western tent, cave, dome to the light of a new day.  Then Western buildings reach into the clouds of that day till they are covered in glass drenched in misty light and heavenly rain.


