A is for Astrology:

Astrology is not a science.  It lies somewhere in the vague area between art, religion, mythology, theology, metaphysics, ritual, poetry, and literature.  It demonstrates unprovable truths that relate to the context from which the objective world emerges.  Truths about context can only be proven within context and not among the objects they generate.  Many astrologers are confused about this and believe that the emergence of astrological structures into the objective world makes them objectively measurable.

The minute they are objectively measurable, they cease to be about the immeasurable context and become data about the measurable effect.  At that point they cease to be astrology and become astronomy and psychology.  Astrology is about the magical aspect of astronomy, which is by definition unprovable and not measurable.

It can be proven for a particular individual.  I have no doubt about the astrological truth of my astrological chart.  But, it is a private truth and not a public one.  When I see features in someone else’s chart, I understand them in terms of my own chart.  This is not science.  Its truths are like those of literature.  They belong to the realm of personal interpretation.  Eastern astrology uses a fixed set of signs for the zodiac.  The zodiac is the band of constellations through which the star like bursts of light from the planets move as part of the movement of the Earth and other planets about the Sun.

B is for Band:

Eastern astrology uses a fixed set of divisions for this band.  These divisions are fixed by the position of the stars.  Western astrology uses a set of divisions that is based on the seasons.  The 1st degree of Aries is where the Sun is on the first day of spring according to Western astrology.  Eastern astrology places the beginning of Aries 23 degrees into what the West calls Pisces, where the constellation Aries is now to be found.

This difference between East and West is caused by the slow progression of the signs as the axis of the Earth wobbles slowly in the direction of a new pole star.  Even here there is not any agreement.  The West believes that the constellations have progressed over 30 degrees, not 23, making this the Age of Aquarius.  For the East, it is still the age of Pisces.

This generates the controversy over who is right, East or West?  The answer is both.  The astrology of India focuses on the effects of previous lives, the aspects of this life that are rooted in the past life and cannot be changed.  Naturally the fixed zodiac is going to represent these events.  Thus the Eastern fixed zodiac governs the fixed elements of our present life that were so rigidly determined by our past lives that we have little hope of changing them.

In contrast the moving, seasonal zodiac of the West tells us about the parts of our lives that though influenced by past actions, can still be changed, are still open for modification.

C is for Cycle:

The approach to astrology of India puts emphasis on the cycles of the soul as it is born and reincarnates only to die and reincarnate again.  Indian astrology emphasizes the fixed elements of this life that were determined by previous lives.  For this reason it uses a fixed zodiac and fixed periods of planetary influence in the life cycle called dasas.

Dasa use the radiation of light from the Sun and its reflection on the Moon and planets (particularly Jupiter) to symbolize the journey of the soul.  Dasas use the yearly cycle of the Earth around the Sun to symbolize the cycles of the soul’s journey.  The Earth moves through an ideal cycle of 360 days broken by an ideal triangle into three pieces of 120 days.

According to the Dasa concept there is an ideal life of 120 years and then an ideal preparation for rebirth of 240 years.  The 120 years is broken into six ideal periods of 20 years and the rebirth preparation into six ideal periods of 40 years making 12 ideal periods in all in the cycle of a soul.

Each of the 20-year dasas is ruled by an area of planetary space.  The first dasa is ruled by the space between the Sun and the Moon, the second 20 years belongs to the Moon’s North Node and is the space between Earth and Jupiter filled by Mars and the Asteroids.  The third 20 years belongs to Jupiter, the fourth to Saturn, the fifth to Uranus, and the six to Neptune.  Only Neptune has a perfect orbit, so only the Neptune dasa has a perfect 20 years. 

D is for Dasa:

In astrology there is always a reflected light sequence for every direct light sequence.  That is why planets rule more than one sign.  Direct light (solar) Mercury rules Virgo.  Reflected light (lunar) Mercury rules Gemini.  There is a reflected light sequence to the dasas.

The first twenty-year dasa has the Sun passing its light to the Moon.  In the second twenty years the light is reflected off of Mars and the asteroids (symbolized by the North Node of the Moon).  In the third twenty-year dasa, the light is reflected off of Jupiter, which now becomes a second Sun.  The fourth twenty-year dasa of Saturn also symbolizes the darkness beyond the Sun that eats up and cools the Sun’s light just as Saturn is in the dark beyond Jupiter.  The fifth twenty-year dasa symbolizes both Uranus as the planet beyond Saturn and Mercury as the planet that lights up the darkness beyond the Sun with the Sun’s reflected light.  The last twenty-year dasa is the only perfect twenty-year dasa because Venus and Neptune, which rule it, are the only planets with perfect orbit.

These periods symbolize the development of a perfect life.  The Sun conveys the soul to the Moon, which plants it in the Earth (the body).  The new person that results grows (Mars and Moon’s North Node) to a peak of adult development (Jupiter) and then declines (Saturn) into the loneliness and isolation of old age (Uranus) broken only the talkativeness of the old (Mercury).  The soul must sacrifice the body (Neptune) to spiritual reproduction (Venus).

E is for Earth:

But, the Earth’s cycle around the Sun is not a perfect 360 days.  It is an imperfect 365 and a fourth.  These imperfections are symbolized by the six-year dasa of the Sun, and the seven-year dasa’s of Mars and the Moon’s South Node, which burn their way into the perfection of the dasas of the Moon, the Moon’s North Node, and Mercury.  

In this role of disturber of the peace, the Moon’s South Node and the Sun symbolizes Pluto as it crosses within the perfect orb of Neptune (becoming now the dasa equivalent of the reflected light of the Moon’s South Node) and then passes back outside of Neptune’s perfect orbit to carry is chaotic reflection of the Sun’s light outside the solar system to all the other suns of the galaxy.

Since Moon’s-South-Node-Pluto cannot eat into the powerful perfection of Venus-Neptune it eats into Mercury and Saturn instead.  It pushes the less fortunate dasa of Saturn into the more fortunate dasa of Jupiter.  It causes this dasa to be decreased to a mere 16 years.  As a result Pluto, the Moon’s South Node, and the Sun become the real malefics that cause their active malefaction to be passively reflected in Saturn, which concentrates and distributes their destructive effects. 

The effect of this is a Sun-Outer Pluto dasa of 6 years pushing in on a Moon-Earth dasa of 10 years, eaten into by a Mars dasa of 7 years, which pushes in turn on a Moon’s North Node-Asteroid dasa of 18 years. 

F is for Final:

The final result of this is that the fortunate Jupiter dasa is reduced by Mars, since Mars is pushing the Moon’s North Node into Jupiter’s territory.  It is reduced by Pluto (Moon’s South Node) pushing into Mercury-Uranus and Uranus pushing Saturn into Jupiter.  The Jupiter dasa is reduced to only 16 years.  Even so it is still more powerful and longer than the Moon dasa that is eaten into by the Sun and Mars till it is only 10 years long.

The Saturn dasa is 19 years long.  The Uranus-Mercury dasa is 17 years long.  It is eaten into and pushed on by an Inner-Pluto-Moon’s South Node dasa of 7 years.  The Venus-Neptune dasa of 20 years is too perfect to be damaged by Pluto.

However, the Saturn, Uranus aspect of Mercury, Neptune aspect of Venus are all damaged from within by receiving reflected (degraded) light from Jupiter.  Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto are further degraded from within by the reflected light passed to them from damaged Saturn.

All of this imperfection is passed on to the next 120 year cycle through the medium of Outer-Pluto-Sun which proceeds to cut 6 years into the Moon-Earth dasa of the next 120 year period as an over correction for the 5 and a fourth years that must be tacked on to the 360 year for a day cycle to match it to the 365 and one fourth days it takes the Earth to complete one trip around the Sun.

The bad karma of one life is passed to another.

G is for Geocentric:

The Indian approach to astrology is very Earth centered.  It is very Geocentric rather than Heliocentric.  This is seen in the way it gives weight to planets based on the kind of light they send to Earth rather than on the actual gravitational relationship of the planet to the Sun.

When I use Western astrology to determine those areas of my life that are open to change, I find that a Sun centered, or heliocentric chart tells me the most.  Furthermore, I cannot look at minor planets if I want to consider what can be changed.  The minor planets simply reflect the energy of the larger planets in a Western chart.  The placement of Saturn, Jupiter and the Sun in relationship to each other and to Earth worked out in a Heliocentric chart usually shows me the things I can change in my life.

In contrast the Vedic geocentric chart, with a fixed sign zodiac, tells me the things I cannot change.  It tells me the environment in space and time I must work with and my predetermined role in that environment.

The Moon and its tidal effects are the great regulators of the cycles of Earth’s energy.  Thus, the Moon and its North and South Nodes are important indicators of these geocentric patterns.

Astrogeography indicates areas in which I can change my role in this predestined environment by moving the place in the geocentric system where my energy is focused.

H is for Higher System:

The real source of astrology is the “Form of the Good,” the metaphysical mathematical structure that unites the objective and subjective worlds in a single system.  The House relationships of astrology are manifestations of this mathematical superstructure that governs all things.

The physical world is simply the local manifestation of this system.  The real diving force is the subjectivity that lies behind the objective world.  Subjectivity shatters into an infinity of infinitesimal souls that attach to the finite world in pursuit of pleasure.  By themselves these souls have no power and are utterly overwhelmed by the finite systems they attach to in search of pleasure.

When souls combine through the medium of the eternal subjective system, they take on the power of that system.  This is the power manifest in astrology.  The placement of the planets represents the placement of all subjectivity as it empowers a given objective system.

Liz Greene points out in her book “The Astrology of Fate” that the astrological system working hundreds of years ago is not the same as the system that works today.  Part of this is a product of the changing influences of stars and planets as the movable signs move against the fixed signs in the progression of the constellations.  Different things are possible in the later part of the age of Pisces, or in the Age of Aquarius, than in early Pisces.  But, part of it is a result of the changing soul balance shown in a heliocentric chart.

I is for India:

The astrology of India is focused on the Earth, the Moon, and the fixed constellations.  The Sun is the source of the energy for change.  It is a beneficial force in the astrology of the West that looks for all the positive sources of energy that can be used to change things for the better.  It is a malefic in the astrology of India, where it combines with the energy of Pluto and Mars to spoil the perfect order ruled by Venus, Neptune and the tidal forces of the Moon (two 10 year Lunar dasas equal one 20 year Venus-Neptune dasa).

Both Western and Indian astrology divide the zodiac into twelve houses beginning with the point ascending over the horizon at the time of birth.  The Indian houses include the whole sign rather than just part of a sign as in Western astrology.

The Indian houses follow a different system in which houses 1,5, and 9 are Dharma houses, ruled by the Ideal face of the Octahedron of the Form of the Good.  Houses 2,6, and 10 are Artha houses, ruled by the Results face of the Form of the Good.  Houses 3, 7, and 11 are Kama houses, ruled by the Expression face, and houses 4, 8, and 12 are Moksha houses, rules by the supernatural or Source face.  Houses 1,5, and 9 bring on good situations, houses 2, 6, and 10 practical success, 3, 7 and 11 stimulate the search for the expression of desires and interests, houses 4, 8, and 12 have to do with the supernatural, the next life, ultimate sources and origins.

J is for Jupiter:

The planet that rules, or is exalted in the sign, associated with a house is very important in Vedic (the Astrology of India) astrology.  For example, Aries is ruled by Mars.  Mars would gain strength and take on favorable powers in 1st, 5th, or 9th House Aries.  The 1st, 5th, and 9th Houses are Dharma houses associated with virtue and good fortune.

Jupiter is a benefic, a planet associated with good fortune.  Jupiter would take on particularly fortunate qualities in Sagittarius or Pisces, signs it rules, if those signs were in the 1st, 5th, or 9th houses.  Reflection is important in astrology. 

In one system the houses are associated with the signs beginning with Aries.  The reflection of that system begins with Libra as the ruler of the 1st house and Scorpio as the ruler of the 2nd house, Aries of the 7th house.  Both are associated with Mars and Pluto.  This would explain why the 2nd and 7th houses in Vedic astrology are “marakas” (indicators of time of death) since Mars and Pluto have always been used as death indicators.

In this system the 3rd house would be associated with Sagittarius and the 6th with Pisces, both ruled by Jupiter.

The angular houses, “kendras” (1,4,7,10) are the most powerful.  These are people houses.  Houses 2,5,8,11 have to do with associated possessions, processes.  Houses 3,6,9,12 are more distant and less focal.  This fits with 3rd and 6th ruling Jupiter’s expansive and optimistic character. 

K is for Kendras:

The angles or kendras (1,4, 7, 10) are the power supplying points in the Vedic system.  The dharma houses (1,5,9) are the suppliers of good fortune.  Links between a power supplying Kendra and a dharma houses are desirable qualities in a Vedic chart.  For example, if Pisces is in the 9th house, a favor giving dharma house, and Aries is in the 10th house, a power giving Kendra house, a conjunction of Pisces ruling Jupiter and Aries ruling Mars in the first house might form a favorable linkage of power and good fortune.

In contrast, the Mokska houses, 4, 8, and 12, bring little fortune to this world and mainly favor occult relationships to the next world, or the working out of the effects of the karma of previous lives.  The 4th house is an exception because it is a Kendra house and brings the people power that comes with a Kendra.  The 4th house is the house of family.  Although it brings obligations it also brings the resources and support that come from family.

Vedic astrology links the weakness or strength of a planet based on its associations with signs and houses and aspects between signs and houses with the dasas through which a person passes during his life time.  Vedic astrology further breaks the dasas down into subdivisions called “bhuktis.”

These repeat the dasa order within the dasa.  Thus a Sun dasa is broken down into Sun, Moon, Mars, North Node, Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury, South Node, Venus bhuktis.

What happens within them is influenced by Kendra planets.  

L is for Libra:

Libra is the sign opposite Aries.  It is the reflection of Aries.  Every sign has its polar reflection.  The Northern Hemisphere Western astrological system is ruled at the beginning of spring by the sign Aries and the planet Mars.  But autumn is just beginning in the Southern Hemisphere, so the hidden right side of the planetary brain complement to Northern Hemisphere Aries is Southern Hemisphere Libra.  If Aries is present, there is always a shadow Libra present also.

The Western Northern Hemisphere 2nd house is focused on materialistic earthy Taurus and its possession loving Venus ruler.  Its hidden reflection is the Southern Hemisphere 2nd house of Scorpio, ruled by Mars and Pluto.  This reflection house is concerned with death and the destruction of possessions.  India, lying in South Asia is near to the equator transition between these two separate systems.  It is not surprising that Vedic astrology would be more aware of the link of the 2nd house to death.

The South India Chart puts great emphasis on these reflections.  It arranges the signs so that the lunar Saturn ruling Aquarius, the lunar Jupiter ruling Pisces, the lunar Mars ruling Aries, the lunar Venus ruling Taurus, and the lunar Gemini ruling Mercury are shown reflecting the solar light of solar Saturn in Capricorn, Jupiter in Sagittarius, etc.  Just as the Moon in Cancer reflects the light of the Sun in Leo.  These reflections are more obvious because Vedic astrology ignores Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.

M is for Maraka:

A Maraka is an indicator of death.  Normally it would be the planet ruling the 2nd and 7th houses of a Vedic chart using the Vedic system for assigning houses and the Vedic fixed signs based on the Vedic division of the Zodiac according to the constellations.  The Maraka planet is determined using the complex Vedic system of weighing strengths and weaknesses of benefics and malefics.

This calculation must consider the Vedic system that makes Venus, Jupiter, Mercury, and the Moon benefics and Mars, Saturn, Rahu (Moon’s North Node), and Ketu (Moon’s South Node) malefics.  As the research of Richard Houck has revealed (see The Astrology of Death), the system makes more sense if Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto are also figured in.  Houck found that Western progression, particularly tertiary progression, gave important data about the Maraka planet.

The Vedic houses are 1st Thanu that rules the body, 2nd Dhana that rules wealth, 3rd Sahaja that rules siblings, 4th Matru rules the mother, 5th Putra rules children, 6th Ripu rules enemies, 7th Vivaha rules partners, 8th Ayu rules life, 9th Bhagya rules fortune, 10th Dharma rules Career, 11th Labya rules gains, 12th Moksha rules Enlightenment.

The Vedic 8th House has much to say about the length of life.  The killer planet in Vedic astrology is the ruler of the 2nd, not the ruler of the 8th.  Planets in the 2nd house, or conjunct the 2nd house ruler can also be killer planets. 

N is for Neptune:

Neptune is not used in Vedic astrology, or Uranus, or Pluto.  Yet the influence of Neptune, Uranus, and Pluto are the real source of the vimsottari method of figuring the dasas.  The reason that Neptune enters into Vedic astrology indirectly through its influence on the Venus dasa, Uranus indirectly through its influence of the Mercury dasa, and Pluto indirectly through its influence on the South Node and Sun dasas is the emphasis of Vedic astrology on fixed roles, on events that are fated to happen because of past karma.

Since the Moon, the Moon’s Nodes and the Earth are the indicators of fate, vs. the Sun and Jupiter that are the indicators of choice and liberation from fate, Vedic astrology is very lunar and very geocentric.  Although Neptune, Uranus, and Pluto have important relationships to the Sun, their influence on Earth is mediated by the planets adjacent to Earth.  Thus, Uranus becomes a higher orb of Mercury, Neptune of Venus.

The lunar character of Vedic astrology is further emphasized by the use of 27 Nakshatras, or Moon Signs.  These 27 Nakshatras are arranged in three sets of dasa rulership sequences so that the Nakashatras can be connected to vimsottari dasas.  In addition a Candralanga, or Moon chart is often calculated in which the sign in which the Moon is found is treated as if it were the ascendant.  Vedic astrologers may cast a sign chart, bhavacakra (house chart), candralagna (Moon chart), horacakra (half-sign chart), and 3rd, 7th, and 9th sign charts.

O is for Outer:

Even though Vedic astrology does not recognize the outer planets, the character of the dasas is actually determined by relationships of the outer planets that manifest in Vedic astrology through inner planets like Mercury and Venus and through the Moon and Sun and the Moon’s Nodes.  The dasas work because the progressive movement of the center of balance of personal life from the inner toward the outer planets.  

Western astrology does not recognize these changes or the influence of the fixed zodiac on fixed events.  However, Vedic astrology fails to recognize the outer planets.  It also fails to recognize the heliocentric charts and the ability of the Sun and Jupiter to provide options to the original script determined by the karma of previous life.  These options are manifest in Western astrogeographic influences and the Western seasonal zodiac.

In applying this Western interpretation, it is important to look for reflected signs.  It is important to recognize that the Southern Hemisphere seasons are present with the Northern.  Thus Aries always implies a reflected light Libra and Libra a reflected light Aries.

The Mars that rules Aries is a different Mars than the Mars that rules Scorpio.  The Mars that rules Aries, the Venus that rules Taurus, the Mercury that rules Gemini, are extended out of the Moon ruling Cancer.  They are reflected light rulerships.

P is for Pluto:

Pluto is not used in Vedic astrology.  However Pluto appears in disguise as a higher orb of Mars and as the Moon’s South Node dasa and the Sun’s dasa.  Pluto’s orbit is very imperfect.  It crosses the perfect orbit of Neptune so Pluto is sometimes inside of Neptune and sometimes outside.  Pluto stands for all the influences from the outside that disturb the order of Earthly life.  Thus, Pluto is present as the planet inside of Neptune in the Moon’s South Node dasa that eats into the perfection of the Mercury-Uranus dasa changing it from a perfect 20 to an imperfect 17 years.

This same Pluto eats a year into Saturn’s dasa and forces it into Jupiter’s dasa, consuming an additional three years.  It is the hidden malefic that mingles its destructiveness with the destructive power of Saturn and the Moon’s South Node.

When Pluto is beyond Neptune, it symbolizes the energy of the Sun that is reflected out into the galaxy joining the other stars.  Pluto becomes a higher orb of the Sun, symbolizing all the hidden disorder of the Sun’s path through the galaxy.  This is the Pluto that mingles its influence with the Sun in the Sun’s dasa and changes the Sun from a benefic into a Vedic malefic that eats up the Moon’s dasa till it is only 10 years long.

Pluto is present in Scorpio and Aries as a higher orb of Mars.  The Pluto in Scorpio is a lunar reflected light.  But, Pluto is also a solar symbol and rules Scorpio in the West.

Q is for Quarters:

Vedic astrology puts great emphasis on the angles.  The power of a house declines as you move away from the angle in each quarter of the chart.  The 1st house is more powerful than the 2nd house and the 2nd house is more powerful than the 3rd.  The 3rd, 6th, 9th, and 12th house are weak.  They are mutable houses.  But, they are also open houses.  They are areas where growth and change are possible.

The first quarter sets out the karmic influences that give the soul its body and possessions.  The second quarter gives the soul its family and life tasks.  The third quarter hands out partnerships and roles in the larger world.  The fourth quarter hands out business, social, and spiritual products of the forces at work in the first three quarters.

The 4th house sets out the karmic sources that will influence the projects and tasks of the individual.  This karma manifests in the 5th house and the 6th house provides the opportunity to alter it and overcome it.  The 6th house is a place where influences can be altered and where things can change.  Thus, the 6th house is a grief-producing house, but the grief it generates can be overcome.  This contrasts with the fixed grief generated in the 8th and the final grief presented in the 12th.

The 12th house is the climax of the final quarter.  It appears to be ruled by the spiritual depths of Pisces, but reflected light Mercury in Virgo rules it as the deep Buddha sage.

R is for Reflected:

Reflected light generates and infinity of complexities in astrology, just as a rock cast in a pond generates and infinity of reflected waves.  This is why so many different progressions and devices must be used to predict any event.  The Arabian Parts method of prediction is based on the reflections that planets cast on positions just as the vimsottari dasa turn out to be unseen reflections of planets on the length of ideal patterns cast by the movement of the Earth around the Sun.

Hidden reflections are particularly important in Vedic astrology because it is the accumulation of centuries of traditions collected within a culture where astronomy was in decline.  So often in Vedic astrology, the astronomy is bad but the predictions still work.  When this happens it is often the result of hidden complexes of reflected, or secondary influences, as we have seen in the influences controlling the lengths of the dasas.

Vedic astrology is controlled by the influence of these reflections and secondary effects on the Earth and Moon.  Retrograde motion exerts an important influence in Vedic astrology that reverses, blocks out, alters certain effects.  Yet, the retrograde planet is not actually retrograde at all.  It just seems to move backward in respect to the Earth.  Vedic astrology gives the local fixed aspect of the larger astrological system.  To gain the big picture of that astrological system, other approaches must be used including heliocentric, draconic, astrogeographic methods.

S is for Signs:

A good example of this can be seen in the influence of Vedic and Western signs and houses.  My Vedic first house is Leo and my Western first house is Virgo.  The reflection of these houses in Aquarius and Pisces, the locations of my fixed sign and Western sign Earth in a heliocentric chart.

My childhood personality was very Leo and Aquarius.  My superficial personality was very Sun influenced.  I was always the center of attention.  But like a heliocentric Aquarius (place of Vedic Earth), I was drawn to science and serious interests (influence of Saturn and Uranus in Aquarius).  As an adult, I became more and more outwardly Virgo.  Mercury came to rule my life, as I became a teacher, writer, and public accountant.  Yet, my deeper interests were very Pisces: religion, poetry, etc.

When I analyze my chart, I find that my early life and all my beginnings are ruled by my Vedic signs and houses.  My later life and all my endings are ruled by my Western signs and houses.  The deeper aspects of all of these are ruled by their reflections, their polar opposites in the Vedic or Western chart.

To make these considerations even more complex, I find that composite charts must be drawn whenever I am involved in a join activity.  Any special focus of my interests requires a draconic chart to be drawn.  Furthermore, I must look at the placement of my Sun and ascendant in secondary and tertiary progressions, returns.

T is for Tertiary Progressions:

Certain types of charts are emphasized by certain astrologers.  James Braha emphasizes transits and the relationships they form to a Western birth chart and the influence of the strengths and weaknesses of planets in the signs and houses of a Vedic chart in respect to the various Dasa and Bhukti periods.

In his book “The Astrology of Death,”  Richard Houck uses traditional Vedic practices to determine which planets are “maraka” planets (killer planets).  To determine the time of death, he uses Vedic vimsottari dasas and bhuktis as well as the progressions of Western astrology.  He adds in the planets found in Western astrology and not in Vedic astrology: Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.

A secondary progression counts a year for every day of life after birth.  A tertiary progression counts a lunar month for every day of life after birth.  Houck puts emphasis on the relationships of these progressions to points in the natal chart. He also considers the relationship of transits to the natal chart.  Transits, tertiary progressions, and dasa considerations in a Vedic house and sign system appear to be the major tools used by Richard Houck.

Pamela A. F. Crane in the “Draconic Astrology” uses a completely Western house and sign system uses draconic natal charts, draconic transits, draconic progression, and draconic solar returns to analyze events.  The draconic chart places the Moon’s North Node at Western Aries 0.

U is for Uranus:

Uranus is the planet just beyond Saturn.  It rules Aquarius in Western astrology.  Vedic astrology does not recognize Uranus and make Saturn the ruler of Aquarius as well as Capricorn.  The truth is that lunar Saturn is one of the rulers of Aquarius just as lunar Jupiter is one of the rulers of Pisces, and lunar Uranus of Capricorn.  However, solar Uranus overcomes lunar Saturn to predominate in Aquarius, just as solar Neptune predominates in Pisces, and solar Saturn in Capricorn.  The only place where a lunar planet triumphs is in the rivalry between Mars and Pluto.  The lunar Pluto triumphs to rule Scorpio.  However solar Pluto yields to lunar Mars in the rule of Aries.

Vedic astrology does not recognize these rivalries because Vedic astrology is totally Earth based.  It recognizes only the planets that send visible light to Earth: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, the Luminaries (Moon and Sun) and the Moon’s Nodes.  Uranus enters into the Vedic system in hiding, through its effects on the dasas in the role it plays mediating between Saturn and Neptune as a higher orb of Mercury.  Here, Neptune is able to enter the picture only in its imitation of the perfection of Venus.  Thus, it plays the role of a higher orb of Venus and its effects are hidden under the Venus umbrella.

Western astrology places great importance on the slow moving planets like Pluto, Uranus, and Neptune because of the effects they have on the progressed chart and the cycles of their movement through a person’s life.

V is for Vedic:

The Vedic system places great importance on the Moon and the inner planets.  It uses the fixed signs that relate these planets to the constellations rather than to the seasons.  This approach appears to highlight the aspects of a person’s life that are fixed at birth and the elements of the environment that cannot be easily changed.

The Western system ignores the constellation and looks at the seasons.  It casts heliocentric charts and astrogeographic charts that examine the geographic and astronomic dynamics of astrological patterns.  It pays attention to various patterns of progression and transits that plot the influence of the outer planets such as Neptune, Uranus, and Pluto. Using techniques like relocation astrology, described in books like Maritha Pottenger and Zipporah Dobyns “Planets on the Move,” it is possible for Western astrology to consider altering the outcome of events that Vedic astrology appears to leave to fate.

Western astrology fails to distinguish patterns that frame many of the events it studies.  Hence Vedic astrology may pick up information that Western astrology would ignore.

Western astrology is unable to explain why the same planets and aspects will trigger an event in the young that will not be triggered in the old.  The progression of the dasas explains this phenomenon.  In a similar fashion the tie between a powerful angle and a lucky house can explain why one individual experiences only the positive side of the aspects in his nativity and progressions.

W is for Western:

Western astrology is constantly evolving and adding new techniques.  Vedic astrology is an ancient system that has been used for over a thousand years.  Together they complement each other.

The secondary echoes of astrological influences are part of what makes astrology so complex.  For example, draconic charts are result of reflections of regular charts cast across the axis of the Moon’s nodes.  Reflections of this sort are very important in Vedic astrology and are the source of much of what goes into the many forms of secondary charts that can be cast.

Reflections are the basis of the Arabian parts system that was developed by the ancient Greeks as the “Seven Lots.”  Arab astrologers developed these into over a hundred points that reflect the relationship of the ascendant with planets, nodes, house cusps, etc.  These points were used to refine astrological questions the way that Vedic astrology uses divisional charts (sodasvargas).  The Arabian astrologer Albumazar claimed that many of the Arabian points had been derived from ancient Egyptian and Babylonian methods.

The critical work of Western astrology was Claudius Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, which was written in ancient Alexandria in Egypt during the Hellenic Age.  It was the Byzantine astrologer Rheotrius who classified zodiac signs as earth, air, fire, and water.

X is for Xenos:

Xenos is Greek for strange or alien.  Noel Tyl uses the word “peregrine” for this condition.  A peregrine planet is not a ruler or exalted or debilitated by its placement.  It is not in any major aspect with another planet or any major part of the horoscope.  Tyl describes a peregrine planet as making itself known.  It tries to have its own way.  The peregrine planet is an alien who seems exempt from the rules.  Tyl describes it as a kind of diplomatic immunity.

Vedic astrology is all about how things get tied down.  It is natural that the peregrine condition would become important in Western astrology with its emphasis on altering fate and taking control.

Tyl’s approach to Western astrology put focus on human needs.  Tyl describes Jupiter as an indicator of the need for reward.  Saturn represents learning controls.  Mars represents the need to apply energy, Venus the need for fulfillment, Mercury the need for efficient thinking.

Uranus represents the need to intensify, Neptune to suppress, Pluto to use resources in order to find fulfillment.

Tyl describes the Ascendent as a point of self-awareness, the descendent as orientation to others, the learning process of early life is the IC and the experience of life is the Midheaven.

Where one planet stands alone, it becomes the focus for the whole chart as in the planet Uranus in the chart of JFK.

Y is for Yogas

Unions between planets are very important in Vedic astrology. They are called “yogas.” These unions include rajyoga: planets occupy the sign that each rules.  Kalasarpayoga is where the planets occupy houses between the Moon’s North and South Node.  Kesariyoga has the Moon and Jupiter in the same house.  Sasayoga has Saturn in Libra, Capricorn, or Aquarius and in one of the angular houses.  In malavyayoga Venus is in Taurus or Libra and in one of the angular houses (1st, 4th, 7th, or 10th).

There are long lists of these yogas and different systems for determining them and assessing their meaning.  Yogas in conjunction with aspects and house and sign placements help determine whether a planet is weak or strong in the Vedic system.  Weak benefics will produce dasas that can generate uncertain or misfortunate results.  A weakened benefic in the 2nd house can act as the agent of death or near death.

Aspects are not figured the same way in Vedic astrology as in Western astrology.  A planet aspects an entire sign.  Planets in the same sign together are in conjunction.

All planets aspect the house opposite them.  Mars aspects the fourth, seventh, and eight houses (counting the house it is in).  Jupiter aspects the fifth, seventh, and ninth houses. Saturn aspects the third, seventh, and tenth houses from itself, again counting the house it is in.

These aspects will affect the nature of the dasas.

Z is for Zodiac:

The key to the Vedic zodiac is the ayanamasa.  The ayanamasa is the approximately 23 and a half difference that currently exists between the Vedic and the Western zodiac.  My Sun is a 19 degrees and 41 minutes of Virgo in the Western zodiac and 26 degrees and 47 minutes of Leo in the Vedic zodiac.  This difference is gradually increasing.

According to the Vedic system, we are still in the Age of Pisces.  The Age of Aquarius will not begin till the ayanamasa exceeds 30 degrees.  This will not happen for more than four hundred years.  Saturn will rule the Vedic Age of Aquarius, just as Jupiter rules the current age.  It will be a time when the current bubble of prosperity has burst and the planet will be subject to ecological self-discipline in order to heal the Jovian excess of the current Piscean expansion.

It is not a situation of one zodiac being better or truer that another.  Each zodiac describes a different aspect of the person.  My Vedic zodiac signs describe the talents I began with and my Western zodiac signs describe what I can do with them to change my fortune.  My draconic signs show how I can focus these changes.  My progressed signs show changing relationships over time.  The reflections of these signs show deeper unconscious and right hemisphere aspects of the conscious and left hemisphere traits communicated in personal expressions and outward behavior.

